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“Albert Camus, the famed Algeri-

an author said that “the 17th cen-

tury was the century of mathe-

matics, the 18th that of the phys-

ical sciences, and the 19th that of 

biology. However, our 20th century 

is the century of fear”. His inten-

tion was to express the state of a 

world boiling over with war. In fact, 

rather than being a specific defini-

tion, this quote is representative of 

the age we live in. 

The political crises, economic in-

justices, social decay and the loss 

of moral values have brought about 

a distinct age. The Syrian civil war, 

the Russian oppression endured by 

the peoples of Caucasia, the state of 

the Palestinians, and the invasion of 

Afghanistan and Iraq by the US, are 

just a few examples of the violent 

events which have occurred right be-

fore our eyes during our times. Today, 

we live in a world of stark contrasts 

which, on the one hand, is inhabit-

ed by people suffering from hunger 

and poverty, while others spend mil-

lions of dollars to lose to lose excess 

weight. We breathe the air of an age 

that even the most important ethi-

cal considerations are neglected, and 

that immorality is presented under 

the guise of defending rights. 

It is children, the most vulnerable 

segment of any society, who suffer 

who suffer most from all of the mod-

ern world’s crises, abuses, moral de-

cay and poverty. This report examines 

the elements leading to the suffer-

ing of children, regardless of the di-

versity of the causes, and also high-

lights the abuses they suffer. It aims 

to present a picture of what being a 

child means in the globalizing world 

of the 21st century. 

This report is based on the view 

that “one cannot speak of a mean-

ingful life without hope for the fu-

Introduction
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ture, maturity, and progress”. It 

aims to reveal how children’s hopes 

for the future, in terms of their de-

velopment and progress, are suffo-

cated through the hunger, pover-

ty, abuse and neglect suffered by 

this most important segment of 

any society. 

This report aims to draw atten-

tion to some of the human rights vi-

olations children endure all around 

this ever-globalizing world. These 

include the heart-breaking state of 

children kidnapped or deceived by 

terrorist groups for use in battle-

fields and the suffering of children 

in the face of the deadly famines 

and droughts of Africa. 

The study you are reading now 

also discusses the physical, psycho-

logical and moral problems affect-

ing the development of children 

as a result of the violence, abuse, 

poverty and the denial of the right 

to education. The report also pon-

ders the question of whether the 

irreparable and severe traumatic 

effects of all these problems trig-

gered by the serious humanitari-

an crises pose significant threats 

to society at large.

CONVENTION ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

The protection of children is an es-

sential part of their entitlement to 

love and compassion as “fellow hu-

man beings” within society.1 Provid-

ing suitable means for the physical, 

psychological, mental and ethical 

development of children is among 

the fundamental obligations of any 

modern society. Children are natu-

rally fragile and defenseless and 

therefore need protection based on 

statutory rules. Such rules should be 

of a character compatible with the 

natural rights and liberties of chil-

dren while ensuring their honor and 

dignity. This concept of rights, which 

are crucial not only for children but 

for the very future of the society, 

has for a very long time been a le-

gal consideration. Yet, child law, in 

terms of the “rules regulating the 

rights of the children” is only a re-

cent introduction to the literature.

As a domain of law where per-

spective regarding children is re-

viewed and revised, child law is a 

young discipline which is undergo-

ing continuous change in light of 

pressing needs. In a limited sense, 

child law can be described as the 

rules that regulate the duties that 

exist between a child and his or her 

parents. The responsibility of the 

state is to ensure the rights that a 

child are entitled to expect of his or 

her parents. As well as being com-

pelled to intervene in the face of 

any irregularity in the exercise of 

the rights, the state is also obliged 

to ensure that the child’s rights are 

exercised for his or her benefit.

The modern state’s duties to the 

child therefore include more than 

exercising oversight over the par-

ents. The state is also required to 

nurture children’s natural abili-

ties, as well as ensuring their eco-

nomic and social welfare.2 Wheth-

er the state itself is responsible 

for dealing with violations of chil-

dren’s rights had, for a long time, 

been a matter of debate within in-

ternational law. However, the ev-

er-globalizing world, changing bor-

ders, wars caused by conflicting in-

terests of the states, and the rise 

of terror, has increased the suffer-

ing of children to new heights and 

made the internationalization of 

child law a necessity.

Providing 
suitable means 

for the physical, 
psychological, 

mental 
and ethical 

development of 
children is among 
the fundamental 

obligations of any 
modern society.
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The first institutionalized efforts 

in the West to achieve this aim be-

gan in 1920 with the establish-

ment of the International Aid Or-

ganization for children. The organ-

ization initially aimed to only help 

with the needs of children in coun-

tries ravaged by wars. However, 

a better planned and more com-

prehensive children’s rights pro-

gram developed over time. Devel-

opments led to the “Geneva Dec-

laration of the Rights of the Child”, 

which was drafted by the General 

Assembly of the League of Nations 

on September 26, 1924. This doc-

ument marks the first comprehen-

sive international regulation con-

cerning children.

Unfortunately, attempts to pro-

vide an international framework 

for the rights of the child were 

disrupted by World War II. Follow-

ing the disregarding of children’s 

rights in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, which was adopt-

ed by the United Nations (UN) and 

established on 24 October, 1945, 

there was the need for a new in-

ternational regulatory framework 

regarding the rights of the child. 

Efforts culminated in the unani-

mous adoption of the Declaration 

of the Rights of the Child by the 

UN General Assembly in its ses-

sion of 20 November, 1959, which 

was attended by representatives 

from 78 countries. This process, 

which began in 1924 with the Ge-

neva Declaration of the Rights of 

the Child, took its final form with 

the UN Convention on the Rights 

of the Child, dated 20 November 

1989. The UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child came into effect 

on 2 September 1990. All Islam-

ic countries, including Turkey, are 

parties to this convention. It has 

the highest number of participat-

ing states of any human rights con-

vention. The fundamental principle 

of the convention is that in all ac-

UN Convention 
on the Rights of 
the Child came 
into effect on 
2 September, 
1990. All Islamic 
countries, 
including Turkey, 
are parties to 
this convention. 
It has the 
highest number 
of participatory 
states of any 
human rights 
convention.
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tions concerning children, the best 

interests of the child shall be the 

primary consideration. The conven-

tion recognizes the right of every 

child to a standard of living ade-

quate for the child’s physical, men-

tal, spiritual, and moral develop-

ment, regardless of his or her race, 

language, religion and gender. It 

is the responsibility of the child’s 

guardians to provide the required 

conditions. However, if the respon-

sible persons or states prove to be 

inadequate in the performance of 

these obligations and responsibil-

ities, other states, which are par-

ties to the convention, shall as-

sume the responsibilities.

The Convention on the Rights of 

the Child, which considers the chil-

dren’s access to education, nutri-

tion, accommodation and all other 

basic human needs as inalienable 

rights, and which provide guaran-

tees against exploitation and con-

scription, was not ratified by the 

USA. Considering the current suf-

fering endured by children caught 

up in wars nowadays, the USA’s 

attitude, which has receive a huge 

volume of criticism from the global 

public, is puzzling to say the least.

WARS AND THEIR 
IMPACT ON 
CHILDREN
War is one of the primary caus-

es of human rights violations. The 

state of war is defined in literature 

as an explicitly declared monopoly 

of armed violence that takes place 

between competing political forc-

es within a state or nation with the 

purpose of breaking the will of the 

opposing force. However, this defini-

tion began to be questioned during 

the Cold War which lead to a bipo-

lar world order that ended with the 

collapse of Soviet Russia in 1990. 

The system that followed the col-

lapse of the Soviet regime lead to a 

different set of security and threat 

perceptions, which in turn produced 

a new set of conflicts based on eth-

nic and religious causes. The con-

flicts which have arisen from these 

changes have produced the most 

primitive form of hatred, and the 

proliferation of violence has also 

created transnational armed groups. 

What’s more, the wars of the mod-

ern era are being waged, not on iso-

lated or distant battle fields or be-

tween opposing countries, but over 

wide geographical areas in the form 

of proxy wars. This has led to the 

loss of the lives of thousands and 

even millions, and made ever rising 

numbers of civilians routine targets 

in these conflicts. 

CHILD VICTIMS OF WAR 
Today, most of the harm inflicted by 

armed conflicts around the globe is 

suffered by children, who account 

for the vast majority of the civil-

ian losses in conflict zones. Politi-

cal conflicts between states, rivalries 

War is one of the 
primary causes 

of human rights 
violations. The 

state of war 
is defined in 

literature as an 
explicitly declared 

monopoly of armed 
violence that takes 

place between 
competing political 

forces within a 
state or nation 

with the purpose of 
breaking the will of 
the opposing force.
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between various terrorist groups, 

and even wars that are the result 

of the crystallization of radical per-

ceptions lead to injuries, disabilities, 

and even the death of children. For 

example, according to sources, the 

Cold War resulted in the death of 

more than 100,000 children, with 

more than 2 million suffering per-

manent injuries.3  

Even though a quarter of a century 

has gone by since the violence which 

caused the suffering of those civil-

ians, and of children in particular, has 

occurred, the violence has not ended 

but has, in fact, increased. According 

to a study from 2013, more than 2.7 

million children lost their lives due 

to inadequate healthcare and nutri-

tion caused by the volatile environ-

ment brought about by the internal 

conflicts and wars within the Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo.4  According 

to a report by the UN, the last two 

weeks of 2017 saw 345 Palestinian 

children injured by the guns of Israe-

li soldiers. In that country, between 

500 to 700 children aged between 

10-12 are arrested and put in prison 

by Israeli defense forces each year; 

with 75% of them suffering various 

forms of physical and psychological 

violence. 2017 also saw the killing 

of 17 Palestinian children by Israe-

li soldiers. 

During the period 2004-2009, US 

drone strikes in Pakistan led to the 

death of 129 children. The period 

2009-2016, in turn, saw the US in-

crease the severity of air strikes in 

the region by nearly a factor of eight, 

leading to the death of 78 children.5  

The situation in Afghanistan for 

children is no different. According to 

the report, Children and Armed Con-

flict, which was published by the UN 

in 2017, the armed conflicts between 

the Afghan National Defense and Se-

curity Forces and the Taliban in 2016 

only further deteriorated the existing 

situation of children in the country. 

The conflicts in 2015 led to a 24% 

increase in the number of children 

dying or being injured due to con-

flicts, and this number increased to 

3,512 in the year 2016. This figure 

indicates that children account for 

one in every three of civilian losses. 
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The same report revealed that the 

number of children affected by the 

wars in the Central African Repub-

lic also saw an increase in 2016. 

Stray bullets, stabbing and explo-

sives left by the military led to 32 

children being injured and 34 be-

ing killed. The same year saw 55 

girls in Central Africa suffer vari-

ous forms of sexual violence, while 

attacks on schools continued una-

bated. The same report records the 

death of 229 children and the in-

juring of 181 more due to armed 

conflicts in Iraq, which saw intense 

clashes throughout the year 2016. 

There was also the case of one 17-

year old boy suffering a sexual at-

tack by someone affiliated with an 

unidentified armed group. As with 

the case in Central Africa, terror 

groups in Iraq also organize attacks 

within schools. These have led to 

the death of many teachers and 

students. Lebanon has also seen 

its share of conflicts between vio-

lent groups. According to UN data 

for 2017, a total of eight children 

in Lebanon, four boys and four girls, 

died after they had been caught in 

the middle of conflicts. Conflicts 

between armed groups have also 

damaged the country’s schools. Suf-

fering ever-present threats to their 

lives in the midst of wars and con-

flicts, the children cannot continue 

their education due to growing and 

recurring acts of violence. A clear 

example affected Lebanon when the 

armed conflicts around the Ayn el-

Helve refugee camp in 2017 dis-

rupted the education of more than 

10,000 students.6

The events in Syria since March 

2011 represent yet another strik-

ing example of the bleak picture the 

summary above tries to underline. 

The war which has occurred due to 

a disproportionate use of force on 

the part of the Baath regime, which 

has never had a commendable hu-

man rights record, is now in its sev-

enth year. Recent years have seen 

the civil war in the country between 

the opposition and the regime forc-

es evolving into a chaotic conflict 

amongst numerous states engag-

ing in proxy wars. It is evident that 

the attacks against civilians, includ-

ing but not limited to those against 

children, perpetrated by the forc-

es of the regime and those of the 

In the period 
2004-2009, the 

US’ drone strikes 
in Pakistan led 
to the death of 

129 children, 
while the period 
2009-2016 saw 
the US increase 
the severity of 

air strikes in the 
region by nearly 

a factor of eight, 
leading to the 

death of 78 
children.

The number of children died due to the 
conflicts

24.000

Death toll due to the conflicts 450.000

1.000.000Death toll according to unofficial data

70.000The number of deaths due to hunger, 
diseases and other reasons

93% of the deaths are due to the attacks of Russia and Assad regime.

Balance sheet of the losses in Syria between Mar 2011-Mar 2018
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states engaged in proxy wars, are 

now of a character which is best 

called war crimes.

Wars waged without any dis-

tinction made between soldiers, 

women, or children have seen the 

death of 1 million, according to re-

ports by independent sources. By 

March 2018, the region saw at least 

450,000 people die due to conflicts, 

with a further 70,000 dying due to 

hunger, diseases and similar caus-

es. According to figures by Syrian 

Human Rights Observatory, Russia 

and the Assad regime caused 93% 

of 24,000 child and civilian deaths 

between March 2011 and March 

2018.7 Recent years in particular 

saw a rise in the intensity of the 

conflict, leading to the highest rate 

of child deaths in Syria in the year 

2017. The first months of 2018, in 

turn, led to the death of 1,000 chil-

dren due to armed conflicts and var-

ious other forms of suffering. Ac-

cording to data provided by the UN, 

3.3 million children are estimat-

ed to face the hazards posed by 

war activities. The figures regard-

ing the injuries and disabilities suf-

fered by children lacking access to 

essential medical and psychological 

care grow worse with each passing 

day. In such an environment, dis-

abled children who have lost their 

parents, loved ones and relatives, 

in turn, are exposed to higher rates 

of violence, and have great difficul-

ties accessing basic services such 

as healthcare and education.8

The toppling of Ali Abdullah Saleh 

who occupied the post of head of 

the state of Yemen for many years, 

due to a series of events includ-

ing the occupation of expansive re-

gions of the country including the 

capital Sana’a by Houthis who are 

members of the Shia sect, has led 

to a deepening humanitarian crisis 

in the country. The last three years 

saw 15,000 air strikes hit Yemen 

and more than 5,000 children dy-

ing or becoming injured. In addition 

to all these child deaths suffered in 

these attacks, since October 2016 a 

total of 1,698 children are report-

ed to have suffered grave human 

rights violations, with more than 

5.000The number of dead or injured children

2 millionThe number of children out of education

The number of children in need of immediate aid 11 miilion

15.000The number of air attacks happened in 
Yemen in the last 3 years

The number of children suffering from malnutrition 400.000

The Deepening Humanitarian Crisis in the War in Yemen
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11 million children needing urgent 

aid.9 Moreover, 400,000 children in 

the country suffer from malnutri-

tion, and more than 2 million are 

reported to be unable to continue 

their education.10

Since July 2016, rising tensions in 

Kashmir, which has been an ongoing 

problem since the independence of 

Pakistan from India in 1947, has put 

the lives of children in that region in 

jeopardy. According to the Civil So-

ciety Coalition Report for Jammu 

and Kashmir, which was published in 

2017, the events unfolding in Kash-

mir have led to 451 deaths, 109 of 

which were civilians. 14 of the civil-

ians who died were children.11

CHILD REFUGEES 
Today, there are more than 50 mil-

lion displaced children who need pro-

tection. 28 million of these children 

have been displaced due to wars and 

extreme poverty. This figure includes 

the millions of children attempting to 

flee from the internal strife affect-

ing a dozen countries, including Syr-

ia, Iraq, Yemen, and South Sudan. 

The number of children who are suf-

fering due to the chaos in Syria and 

Iraq alone have reached 14 million.12

Now in its seventh year, the Syrian 

war has caused two thirds of the pop-

ulation to flee from their homes. Ac-

cording to a number of studies, 5.6 

million Syrians have immigrated to 

neighboring countries, while a fur-

ther 6.1 million are now displaced 

people living inside the country. Out 

of the 5.6 million refugees who have 

immigrated, 3.6 million are women 

and children, while 1.3 million are 

adult men.13

The future of the Syrians who have 

found refuge in a number of countries 

since the advent of the conflict still 

remains uncertain. The basic human 

rights of these people, such as nutri-

tion, shelter, and education, are under 

threat. Today, 1.7 million Syrian child 

refugees are unable to continue their 

education. Hosting more than 3.5 mil-

lion Syrians, Turkey tries hard to pro-

vide education to thousands of Syr-

ian children and young people. More 

than 610,000 refugee children con-

tinue to receive education in Turkey, 

both at schools operated by the Min-

istry of Education, and at establish-

ments established by Syrian educa-

tors. To date, 320,000 child refugees 

have benefited from the Conditional 

Education Assistance Program sup-

ported by the UN.14

The number of children who have 

lost their parents in conflicts ravag-

ing all corners of the globe, from 

the Middle East to Asia and Africa, is 

now in the millions. Today, the glob-

al number of registered orphans has 

reached 153 million, although unof-

Today, there are 
more than 50 

million displaced 
children who need 

protection. 28 
million of these 

children have 
been displaced 

due to wars and 
extreme poverty.

Middle Eastern Refugees by Gender

Source: United Nations Human Rights Commission, http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php

400+300+250=
MEN

72 %

WOMEN

13 %

CHILDREN 

15 %
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ficial sources suggest figures in ex-

cess of 400 million. The risks of vi-

olence, exploitation, abuse and neg-

ligence that these refugee children 

are exposed to are only multiplied 

upon the death of, or separation from, 

their guardians. 

For instance, in the first half of 

2016, approximately 26,000 chil-

dren who reached to the border of 

the US were found to be unaccom-

panied by any adults.15 Children ac-

count for one of every three asy-

lum seekers in Europe. Also in 2016, 

more than 63,000 unaccompanied 

children reached Europe.16 Since the 

outbreak of the refugee crisis follow-

ing the war in Syria, 480,000 chil-

dren have crossed the border with 

Greece. 5,174 of these were not ac-

companied by any adults.17 During 

these exhausting journeys, the chil-

dren are exposed to many problems 

such as violence and sexual abuse, 

whereas the greatest danger is that 

posed by human traffickers. Accord-

ing to studies, tens of thousands of 

the children who had arrived in Eu-

rope after overcoming such major 

obstacles were lost.18 96,465 of all 

the children who filed asylum appli-

cations in European countries in 2015 

are now unaccounted for.19

A lack of adequate measures by 

Europe for the protection of refugee 

children have left them exposed to 

physical and psychological exploita-

tion. The case in Italy is, unfortu-

nately, not much better than the one 

playing out in Greece. According to a 

study carried out in January-March 

2017, 94% of the 3,714 children 

who arrived in Italy were not accom-

panied by any adult.20 In the period 

2011-2016, out of the 62,672 chil-

dren who tried to reach Italy with-

out being accompanied by an adult, 

17% were citizens of Eritrea, 13% 

were Egyptians, and 9% were from 

Gambia and Somali.21 Furthermore, 

5,000 child refugees are reported 

to be lost in Italy.22 The picture in 

France is no different from that of 

the rest of Europe. Approximately 

1,000 children who were registered 

in the refugee camps in that country 

Since the outbreak 
of the refugee 
crisis following 
the war in Syria, 
480,000 children 
have crossed 
the border with 
Greece. 5,174 of 
these were not 
accompanied by 
any adults.

Greek Tragedy
The numbers behind the continuing refugee crisis in Greece (2016)

Total arrivals: 126.166
(Jun 1-Mar 2)

Source: UNHCR

(Jan 1-28)
96 Dead

(Jan 1-28)
34 Missing

Syrian 52  %

Afghan 25  %

Iraqi 16  %

Iranian 3  %

Pakistani 3  %Other 1  %

Men 38 %
Women 22 %
Children 40 %
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are now unaccounted for.23 The con-

cerns about the subjection of these 

children to human trafficking in Eu-

rope are growing.

Approximately 33% of the people 

in question in Germany, the country 

that stands out as the one hit hard-

est by the flow of refugees towards 

Europe, are children.14 According to 

a report published in 2017, more 

than 350,000 children who applied 

for asylum in Germany are housed 

at unsafe locations while reviews are 

pending, and many may be exposed 

to physical, psychological and sexual 

violence during that uncertain period. 

CHILD SOLDIERS
Representing yet another form of suf-

fering brought about by war, the use 

of child soldiers is one of the most dis-

tressing consequences of these dev-

astating wars. The internal anger and 

resentment that the children are un-

able to dispel is exploited by terrorist 

groups. This makes it easier for chil-

dren to be abused as spies, scouts, sex-

ual slaves, human shields and so on.

As child soldiers are deemed “cheap” 

and “expendable” tools, they are vul-

nerable to manipulation and are often 

rendered active perpetrators of vio-

lence. The social fragmentation and 

underdevelopment of poorer countries 

has created a pool of children exposed 

to abduction and voluntary participa-

tion in armed groups. As the devel-

opments in technology make small-

er, more accurate, and easier to use 

deadly weapons possible, non-gov-

ernment groups have begun to see 

children as a cost-free and effective 

means to quickly and easily increase 

their power. Furthermore, political mo-

tives, e.g. protecting oneself or the 

family, as well as the generating of in-

come, securing revenge, or just a de-

sire for adventure also lead to an in-

crease in the number of child soldiers 

around the globe. 

At the moment, Africa and Asia have 

the greatest number of child soldiers. 

However, children are used as “com-

batants” in Latin America and the Mid-
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dle East as well. According to the re-

port Children in Armed Conflicts, sub-

mitted by the UN Secretary General to 

the UN Security Council and General 

Assembly on 15 May, 2014, the gov-

ernment authorities of Afghanistan, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Myanmar, Somali, Sudan, South Su-

dan, Syria, and Yemen all forcibly re-

cruit children for armed conflicts. The 

same report mentions that Afghani-

stan, the Democratic Republic of Con-

go, the Philippines, Iraq, Columbia, Mali, 

Myanmar, Nigeria, the Central African 

Republic, Somali, Sudan, South Su-

dan, Syria, Uganda, and Yemen as the 

countries where child combatants op-

erate outside the government’s armed 

units. In a nutshell, the recruiting and 

use of children for armed conflicts by 

51 non-state groups can be seen in 

15 countries. According to UN data, in 

2015, the Taliban and ISIS were us-

ing 3,000 child soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Even though 2016 saw a decline, in 

comparison with 2015, in the rate of 

children being affected by the sever-

ity of the conflict, the Central African 

Republic nonetheless witnessed an in-

crease in the rate of the recruitment 

of children for armed conflict. It was 

revealed that in previous years, 168 

boys in Iraq were used as child sol-

diers by ISIS, PYD and YPG forces. In 

2016, 463 children in Iraq were ar-

rested on the grounds of affiliation 

with armed groups. A similar state of 

affairs prevails in Lebanon. Accord-

ing to data provided by the UN, doz-

ens of children are involved in terror-

ist organizations. Children aged 12-14 

are known to be on armed patrol in the 

Palestinian camps in South Lebanon. 

Today, in Lebanon, many children are 

accused of, and arrested and tried for, 

being accessory to terror related ac-

tivities due to their involvement with 

armed groups in Lebanon or Syrian 

Arab Republic.25

The abuses children are currently 

facing in Yemen are truly concerning 

in scale. In addition to countless chil-

dren who have died due to the inter-

nal conflict ravaging the country, thou-

sands aged 10-18 were also recruited 

by the groups involved in the conflict.26 
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THE DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF  

WAR ON CHILDREN
In short, wars affect children in two 

major ways: The first is related to 

the destruction and abuse suffered 

by children, and the death of their 

parents, as a result of war. The sec-

ond is related to the suffering caused 

by their use as child soldiers in wars. 

Wars, which top the list of triggers 

of grave humanitarian crises, cause 

irreparable psycho-social destruc-

tion that affects the whole society. 

The traumatic effects of grave hu-

man rights violations occurring dur-

ing war can leave permanent marks 

on the physical, psychological, and 

moral development of children. Di-

rect or indirect exposure to acts of 

terror cause children to experience 

the threat of death. Children who suf-

fer due to wars, and who are char-

acterized by limited cognitive and 

emotional skills, have difficulty in 

coping with the hardships they face, 

and may, as a result, engage in cer-

tain aggressive attitudes and behav-

iors such as anger and other forms 

of agitation.

These children, who desperate-

ly need the interest and affection 

of loving adults, but who have lost 

their families due to the conflict, can 

convince themselves that they are 

partly to blame for the war around 

them, while chastising themselves 

for not doing enough to stop it. De-

prived of their right to education, be-

ing forced to live in refugee camps 

with other displaced people, and con-

demned to a life in poverty till their 

circumstances normalize, the chil-

dren often exhibit uncontrolled an-

ger. This can lead to their isolation 

from society.

Life is even more difficult for the 

children who have lost a limb, their 

sight, hearing, or another cognitive 

capacity during the war. These chil-

dren continue to endure problems 

in attending schools and socializa-

tion even after their original prob-

lems have ended. In the light of the 

slim chances of ever being able to 

put the psychological and physical 

damage that they have endured, as 

well as the sexual abuses they may 

have suffered, the victimized children 

remain outside world societies. They 

constitute a group which will never 

recover their original potential, even 

after the end the conflict they are in. 

ORPHANS 
AROUND THE WORLD AND THEIR STATUS

According to UNICEF (United Na-

tions Children’s Fund), any child 

aged between 0-17 who has lost 

his or parents is considered an or-

phan. Among all of the losses that 

can be endured, the one with the 

gravest impact on the child is the 

death of the mother or the father. 

Such a death not only constitutes 

a loss of a person who loves and 

meets the daily needs of the child, 

it also causes complete chaos in 

the psychology of the child. Stud-

ies show that children who have 

lost one or both of their parents 

are more inclined to suffer psy-

chological problems, as compared 

to their peers. 

Studies show 
that children who 

have lost one 
or both of their 

parents are more 
inclined to suffer 

psychological 
problems, as 

compared to their 
peers.
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Wars, invasions, conflicts etc. are 

all crises which lead to an increase 

in the number of orphans. Current-

ly, the crises prevailing in Eastern 

Turkistan, Syria, Nigeria, Iraq, So-

mali, Mali, Sudan, Palestine, Af-

ghanistan, the Central African Re-

public, Arakan, and Pattani leads 

to ever increasing numbers of or-

phans in these areas. Natural dis-

asters also leave behind many or-

phans. The tsunami that hit South 

Asia, the earthquakes in Haiti and 

Pakistan, and the drought in East 

Africa, have all left millions of chil-

dren orphans. 

of the children who live on the 

streets or who have been kid-

napped or conscripted. 

Today, 153 million orphans are 

registered around the globe. Yet, 

estimates of the actual figure range 

above 400 million. This is because 

it is impossible to get an accurate 

number of the children who live on 

the streets or who have been kid-

napped or conscripted. 

According to the statistics provid-

ed by UNICEF in 2015, 15.1 million 

orphans, 95% of which are older 

than the age of five, have lost both 

parents. Asia, Africa, Latin America 

and the Middle East lead the list of 

the places where millions of children 

are rendered orphans due to chron-

ic poverty, wars, or invasions. There 

are 61 million orphans in Asia, fol-

lowed by 52 million in Africa, 10 mil-

lion in Latin America and the Carib-

bean, and 7.3 million in Eastern Eu-

rope and Central Asia. These figures 

refer to children who lost either the 

mother or the father.27  

Children who have lost one or 

both parents as a result of the cri-

ses caused by human activities or 

natural reasons, and are hence left 

vulnerable and exposed, are de-

fenseless in the face of any kind 

of abuse. Human trafficking, child 

soldiers, child labor, organ mafia, 

prostitution and beggar rings are 

but a few of the hazards faced by 

the orphans. For instance, in the pe-

riod 1987-2007, 1 million children 

were kidnapped by the organ ma-

fia.28 Today, adoption from overseas 

is considered an industry, leading to 

the kidnapping of children, through 

the use of various promises, from 

developing countries such as Ethi-

opia, Cambodia, Somali, Chad, Af-

ghanistan, China, and the Philip-

pines. It is common knowledge that 

such kidnapped children are sold 

for cash all around the globe, in-

cluding in many countries in Eu-

rope and the Americas. As noted 

Street children 150 million

1.2 millionTrafficked children

Child soldiers Hundreds of thousands 

Source: http://mattdarvas.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/GlobalOrphanCrisis.jpg 

Children Who are not Included in the Total Number of Orphans
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above, hundreds of thousands of 

children have been conscripted ei-

ther forcibly or on false premises. 

On the other hand, each year mil-

lions of women and children are 

forced into displacement by hu-

man traffickers. These people are 

forced to perform hard labor, being 

rendered virtual slaves. Such dan-

gers affecting children, who have 

already had to cope with the pain 

of losing their parents, only further 

increases the material and psycho-

logical hardships they experience.

Children whose parents are alive, 

but are unable to provide the re-

quired support, are also consid-

ered orphans, according to UNICEF’s 

definition. Such children include 

those abandoned or neglected 

by one or both parents. They are 

forced into labor which has a neg-

ative impact on their physical and 

psychological development, and 

are left exposed to hazards such as 

substance abuse and organ mafia.

One of the material examples of 

this state of affairs is on display 

in Russia. The degradation of the 

family as an institution in a coun-

try where many children are left 

orphans due to historical circum-

stances, has led to ever increas-

ing numbers of orphans in Russia. 

This is due to the shortcomings of 

parents in performing their obli-

gations and the weakening of hu-

man values. Even though the num-

ber of orphans fell from 680,000 

in 1945 to 644,757 in 2013, the 

bleakness of the picture will come 

a shock as anyone who compares 

the conditions of war with the con-

ditions prevailing today. Accord-

ing to a study carried out in 2015, 

83% of the orphans in Russia need 

protection. The statistics show that 

the number of orphans in Russia is 

extremely high compared to glob-

al averages. Approximately 50% of 

the children in the country (near-

ly 14 million) are exposed to so-

cial risks. Each year, 100,000 chil-

dren join the ranks of those who 

need care. That figure is up from 

74,700 in 2012. According to the 

same study, the majority of these 

children who are bereft of any pro-

tection by the family had been in-

volved in a number of crimes such 

31 million

20.6 million

12 million

4.8 million

4.8 million

4.8 million

4.2 million

3.7 million

3.5 million

3.1 million

India

China

Nigeria

Bangladesh

Ethiopia

Indonesia

Congo

Pakistan

South Africa

Tanzania

Source: https://www.insidermonkey.com/blog/11-countries-with-highest-orphan-population-406120/?singlepage=1 

11 Countries With the Highest Orphan Population
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as substance addiction, theft and 

bodily harm. Only a small num-

ber were able to grow into suc-

cessful individuals. The study also 

notes that these children had also 

failed in their education, and had 

difficulties in setting up families 

and acting as parents of their own 

children.29  

The US is not much better than 

Russia in terms of orphans. Ap-

proximately 3 million children in 

the country strive to maintain a life 

without parents. 4.1% of these chil-

dren have seen their mother or fa-

ther pass away. Each year approx-

imately 22,000 babies in the US 

are abandoned in hospitals, while 

2,000 to 3,000 kids are left as or-

phans due one of the parents kill-

ing the other. 60% of these kids 

are assigned to foster families as 

a result of exposure to domestic vi-

olence and abuse, while a further 

17% are again assigned to foster 

parents due to the death, impris-

onment, disability or illness of the 

parents. According to figures for the 

year 2007, there are 72 million chil-

dren in the US. 31% of the children 

who live without parents face pov-

erty.30 These studies reveal that the 

children living under such condi-

tions have difficulties in adapting 

to the society, and often face vio-

lence, abuse, and ill treatment at the 

hands of foster families. As with the 

case of any orphan, these children 

also have difficulties in many areas 

of life, such as education.

THE IMPACT CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
HAS ON CHILDREN
WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE?
Any behavior with a negative im-

pact on the physical and psycho-

logical health of children during 

their growth and development is 

considered child abuse and ne-

glect. Witnessed as an act since 

the dawn of history and discussed 

extensively, child abuse became 

part of medical literature for the 

first time in 1860. As a concept, it 

refers to “any and all inappropri-

ate and damaging action/inaction 

the children suffer due to social 

rules or by adults.” It is often cat-

egorized under four main groups: 

physical abuse, emotional abuse, 

sexual abuse, and child neglect. 

Different forms of abuse and ne-

glect pose a major public health 

issue that affects families, socie-

ties, social institutions, legal sys-

tems, education systems, and sec-

tors of business. 

Among the above mentioned cat-

egories, physical abuse can be de-

fined as the case where the child 

suffers non-accidental bodily in-

jury as a result of violence. Phys-

ical abuse is also defined as any 

child or teenager younger than 

the age of 18 suffering physical 

harm at the hands of their par-

ents or the people who are act-

ing as their guardians. Such harm 

can be caused by the parent or the 

guardian either directly by the use 

of hands, or by the use of hard ob-

jects, as well as by pushing, biting, 

Any behavior 
with a negative 
impact on the 
physical and 
psychological 
health of 
children during 
their growth and 
development 
is considered 
child abuse and 
neglect.
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or burning. Furthermore, malnu-

trition and failure to provide ade-

quate clothing, care and a hygien-

ic environment are also considered 

forms of physical abuse. 

Emotional abuse and neglect re-

fers to any attitudes and behav-

iors of the adults that can harm 

the personality of the child, pre-

vent his or her emotional develop-

ment, and/or humiliate him or her. 

Such abuse is often the most fre-

quently experienced form of abuse 

affecting children and teenagers, 

yet it is difficult to define from 

a legal perspective. This kind of 

abuse generally occurs verbally 

or in the form of very severe pun-

ishment, and can at times exhibit 

itself as the failure to provide ad-

equate emotional support to the 

child, failure to provide affection, 

and a failure to act in the face of 

any physical or sexual abuse suf-

fered by the child.

Sexual abuse refers to the abuse 

for sexual purposes by any adult of 

any child who had not yet complet-

ed her psycho-social development. 

Such abuse can occur through car-

nal interaction with the child, or 

through indecent exposure, peep-

ing, or pornography.

CHILD ABUSE RATES 

AROUND THE GLOBE
A UN report published in 2014 on 

global child abuse states that one 

out of every 10 girls suffer sexual 

abuse. The report is based on data 

from 190 countries, and notes that 

in 2012, 95,000 children and teen-

agers were murdered.

This is the leading reason of death 

of boys aged 10-19 in Latin Ameri-

can and Caribbean countries such as 

Brazil, Guatemala, Colombia, Pan-

ama, and Venezuela. Reports pro-

duced by the UN again reveal that 

in 58 countries, 17% of children face 

severe physical punishments. An-

other noteworthy point raised in the 

report is the fact that three out of 

every 10 adults consider such pun-

ishment as a necessary element in 

raising a child.

A wider consideration on Asia with 

respect to child abuse rates reveals 

that the current state of affairs is 

bleak . A study carried out in Ja-

Neglect
Failing, despite having the means, 
to provide medical care, education, 
shelter or other essentials for a 
child’s healthy development.
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pan during the period 1994-2005 

found that 1,084 children under the 

age of 15 were killed by their fam-

ilies. In Korea, between 2000 and 

2003, 2,621 people under the age 

of 20 were murdered. A study car-

ried out in 2009 with specific refer-

ence to Taiwan found that the par-

ents were the perpetrator in 14.6% 

of cases of child death. The figures 

regarding the sexual abuse of chil-

dren in Asia are also disconcerting. 

In 2005, 17.1% of children young-

er than the age of 18 were forced 

into sexual intercourse; and in 2007, 

this figure rose to 21%. In anoth-

er study focused on Asia, 67.1% of 

families in China were found to en-

gage in emotional ill treatment of 

their children between the ages of 

3-6.31 Another appalling instance of 

child abuse can be observed in In-

donesia, one of the poorest nations 

of East Asia. Some families in the 

Western Java region of Indonesia, 

which lacks a sustainable econom-

ic infrastructure, are economically 

forced into selling their daughters 

to persons or groups engaged in the 

trafficking of women in exchange of 

substantial sums of money or a lux-

ury flat. The heartbreaking suffer-

ing of these girls, some as young as 

15, who are forced to prostitution, 

is deemed natural by almost all in-

volved. Indeed, some families even 

celebrate the birth of a girl, think-

ing that she would provide them a 

source of income should they suf-

fer economic hardships in the fu-

ture. The girls can avoid such treat-

ment only if they get married. This 

deprives them of the opportunity to 

imagine a future for themselves and 

to continue their education. Further-

more, these girls who are consid-

ered by their parents as a means to 

generate income, are likely to suffer 

health problems, even AIDS or simi-

lar deadly diseases, due to the occu-

pation they have been forced into.32

26.3% of the children in South 

Africa are reported to suffer sexual 

harassment / rape. A study carried 

out in Israel revealed that 22.2% 

of the students suffered physical 

abuse, while 29.1% suffered emo-

tional abuse.33 Again in Israel, ac-

cording to a report published in 2015 

by State Comptroller Yosef Shapi-

ra, 6,000 children suffered sexual 

abuse and 13,000 suffered physi-

cal abuse. According to a report pre-

pared by Haifa University in 2013, 

48.5% of the 
children in Israel 
suffer from 
maltreatment.

Physical abuse
23 %

Physical neglect
16 %

Emotional abuse
36 %

Sexual abuse
18 % girl - 8 % boy

Source: WHO, 2017.

Rates of Children Worldwide Suffering From Maltreatment
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more than half of Israeli children 

were found to be exposed to phys-

ical, emotional, and sexual abuse.34 

According to a report drawn up on 

8,239 Jewish and 2,274 Arab chil-

dren, 48.5% of children living in Is-

rael suffer abuse.  According to an-

other report published by the Hu-

man Rights Organization, Palestinian 

children taken into custody by Israe-

li police face harassment. Nine cas-

es of sexual abuse have been docu-

mented since 2015. The report also 

noted the children suffering major 

traumas due to physical and sexual 

abuse applied by Israeli soldiers on 

Palestinian children.

The child abuse rates in Europe are 

very high compared to global aver-

ages. According to research, 60% 

of pornographic images and video 

recordings of child abuse originate 

from Europe. In 2015, the rate of 

pornographic videos and images on-

line that involve the abuse of chil-

dren rose to 57% in North Ameri-

ca. The Netherlands tops the list of 

countries where obscene material 

with children as the subject are the 

most prevalent. In 2015-2016, 4.4 

million images and videos of child 

abuse were put on web sites in Eu-

rope, while the figure rose to 8.2 mil-

lion by 2017.34

Each year, 50,000 cases are filed 

on this issue in Australia, one of the 

countries where child abuse is ram-

pant. In the US, one in every five 

children reportedly suffer sexual at-

tacks.35 According to a number of 

studies, unless measures are tak-

en, 500,000 babies born in the US 

face the very high risk of experienc-

ing sexual abuse by the age of 18.36  

In 2015-2016, 
4.4 million 

images and 
videos of child 

abuse were put 
on web sites in 

Europe, and this 
figure rose to 8.2 
million by 2017.

SEXUAL ABUSE CLAIMS 
CONCERNING UN PEACEKEEPERS

UN peacekeeping corps who have been assigned to provide security for civilians in 
many conflict zones of the globe, do themselves sometimes face accusations of sexu-
al abuse.

MINUSCA (UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission) peacekeepers have been 
accused of involvement in 171 sexual abuse cases since 2015.

2014: In 2014, French soldiers posted in the Central African Republic were claimed to have 
sexually abused six children. Burundian and Gabonese soldiers affiliated with MINUSCA were 
also claimed to have been involved in the cases of abuse.

2015: 38 sexual abuse accusations were raised against MINUSCA peacekeepers in the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic.

2016: According to UN sources, more than 25 cases of sexual abuse involving Burundian and 
Moroccan soldiers took place in January and March. It is noted that nearly 100 new cases aro-
se in the subsequent months.

In January 2016, MINUSCA decided to order the return of 925 soldiers from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo due to them being accused of sexual abuse.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid bin Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein, no-
ted that statements were taken from a total of 108 individuals who were said to be victims of 
abuse, the majority of which were children.
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28.3% of the children living in the 

US were found to be subjected to 

physical abuse, whereas 20.7% suf-

fered from sexual abuse and 10.6% 

suffered from emotional abuse. Re-

searchers found that in 2014, 1,580 

children living in the US and aged 4-5 

age died as a result of abuse they 

suffered. 70% of children aged two 

and below who suffered abuse died 

as a result of the incident. In the US, 

80% of the children who die as a re-

sult of the maltreatment they have 

suffered have been killed by their 

parents.37 According to another study 

carried out in the US in 2012, 3.4 mil-

lion child abuse cases were referred 

to local child protection services. The 

same report noted that 1,640 chil-

dren who suffered neglect or physi-

cal and sexual abuse lost their lives. 

Finally, the same source reports that 

70% of the children suffering from 

maltreatment are younger than the 

age of three.38

According to a study carried out 

in 2012 in the UK, one in every 200 

adults in the UK are pedophiles, and 

each year more than 16,000 cases of 

child abuse are filed.39 In 2013, 4,171 

offences of child abuse in the UK 

were aimed against girls under the 

age of 13, while in 1,267 offences, 

the victim were boys under the age 

of 13.40 In the UK, one in every 20 

children suffer sexual abuse, while 

90% of the victims were found to 

have been abused by someone they 

know.41 According to another study 

carried out between 2015-2016, 

4.8% of children under the age of 

18 in the UK were murdered. 2015-

2016 saw 56 children under the age 

of 18 murdered in the UK.42

According to a study carried out in 

Northern Ireland in 2014, 1,223 chil-

dren under the age of 18 suffered 

sexual abuse. That figure rose by 

26% in 2015, with the number of 

children under the age of 18 who suf-

fered sexual abuse rising to 1,809.43 

In Europe, since 2003, a total of 

18 million children suffered sexu-

al violence, with 44 million suffer-

ing physical violence and 55 mil-

lion being the victim of emotional 

violence. Each year this led to the 

death of at least 850 children under 

Source: “How Safe are Our Children?”, NSPCC, 2017, p. 18.
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the age of 15. According to another 

report compiled 2014, 24% of the 

children injured due to physical vi-

olence died as a result.44 In Europe, 

the rate of abused children being 

murdered ranges from 20% to 33%. 

Since 2008, violence and abuse 

against children have been on the 

rise in Europe. According to a report 

prepared in 2013, 2.1 million calls 

received by a call center set up as a 

“Child Assistance” hotline were ini-

tiated by children who had suffered 

abuse and were asking for help.45

With reference to the specific cases 

of child abuse occurring worldwide, 

one can again observe that the prob-

lem is a universal one: The sexual 

abuse committed by the priest Ber-

nard Preynat at the Catholic Church 

in Lyonnais, France is but one exam-

ple of tens of incidents which were 

referred to the courts. The sentences 

issued in 2015 against 133 US mil-

itary personnel due to sexual crimes 

against children are also of note.

The cases of harassment and rape 

suffered in the refugee camps which 

 � The scandals involving certain aid agencies are noteworthy in ter-
ms of depicting the scale of sexual abuse in the West. For instance, 
certain employees of the OXFAM agency based in the UK were for-
ced to resign due to their involvement in sexual abuse cases relating 
to victims in countries such as Chad and Haiti. Ronald Van Hauwer-
meiren, an executive of OXFAM who has admitted horrible abuses 
against children in Chad in the period 2006-2009 and in Haiti after 
2010, is but one of the names involved. Concerned about the pos-
sibility of losing endowments granted by the European Commission, 
OXFAM chose to cover up the reports. Once the case was known to 
the general public, the organization was content with terminating 
the association of the people claimed to be involved, thus seeking 
to settle the matter by forcing all three individuals to resign. Howe-
ver, Hauwermeiren still serves as Action Against Hunger’s country 
director for Bangladesh. In another case, World Vision based in the 
US, has admitted that some of its staff members forced earthqua-
ke victims in Haiti into sexual intercourse in return for aid. 
US, has admitted that some of its staff members forced earthqua-US, has admitted that some of its staff members forced earthqua-
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provide shelter to millions of people 

who have fled the Syrian war pres-

ent yet another dimension of the is-

sue. For instance, seven boys in the 

age group 14-16 suffered rape in 

the France’s Calais Refugee Camp 

which was closed down in 2016. This 

is a clear indication of the extent of 

violations of children’s rights on a 

global scale.

In Turkey, the problem presents 

itself first in the family household, 

followed by schools, security forces, 

streets, child-care centers, institu-

tions where arrested and convicted 

children are held, and the workplaces 

where children are employed. Accord-

ing to a report issued by the Social 

Services and Child Protection Agen-

cy, covering the years 2006-2011, 

18.6% of the children for whom pro-

tection orders were issued had been 

granted such protection as a result 

of abuse and neglect at the hands 

of their parents. According to sta-

tistics by the General Directorate of 

Security, in the period 2002-2005, 

27,782 children aged between 0-10 

were brought to protection centers 

due to being victims of crime. In an-

other set of statistics from a study 

carried out in eight provinces of Tur-

key, with a total of 16,100 children 

aged between 4-12, 34.6% of girls 

and 32.5% of boys suffer physical 

abuse. It is understood that 77% of 

abusers were family members, with 

relatives accounting for a further 

11%, and other persons in contact 

with the child (teacher, babysitter 

etc.) accounting for 2%.46 According 

to data from the Ministry of Justice, 

in 2014 alone there were a total of 

40,000 “child harassment cases” in 

Turkey. To date, 24,285 of these cas-

es have been concluded, with 13,968 

cases leading to convictions. It is 

reported that each month approxi-

mately 650 sexual abuse cases are 

submitted to forensics authorities. 

According to statistical data gath-

ered by the Turkish Statistical Insti-

tute (TUIK), the Ministry of Justice, 

the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry 

In Turkey, the 
main location 
of child abuse 
is in the family 
household, 
followed by the 
schools, security 
forces, streets, 
child-care centers, 
institutions where 
arrested and 
convicted children 
are held, and the 
workplaces where 
children are 
employed.

THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
CONSEQUENCES OF ABUSE LAST A LIFETIME

Adults who were abused or neglected 
as children have a higher risk of:

Perpetrating 
or being a 
victim of 
violence

Depression Obesity High-risk sexual 
behaviours and 

unintended 
pregrancies

Harmful use of 
tobacco, drugs, 

and alcohol



15
Th
 o

f 
Ra

m
ad

an
W
or

ld
 O

rp
ha

ns
 D

ay
 

22

of Family and Social Policies, the re-

sponses submitted to parliamenta-

ry questions, research carried out 

by non-governmental organizations 

and academic staff, as well as from 

news items published on daily news-

papers, Turkey ranks high among 

all countries in terms of the prev-

alence of child porn. The statistics 

state that there has been approx-

imately a 400% increase in cases 

of sexual assault, harassment and 

rape against children in the period 

2008-2013. According to statistics, 

the number of cases of sexual har-

assment, assault and abuse com-

mitted against children was 7,500 

in 2008, rising to 13,812 in 2009 

and 18,334 in 2011. 

In Turkey, the average age of chil-

dren suffering from sexual abuse is 

13.7. 71.6% of the children suffer-

ing abuse are aged between 14-17. 

88.3% of these are girls. 52.9% of 

the children who suffered from abuse 

drop out of education. 4.7% of these 

children also suffer from mental dis-

abilities, while 7.3% have also pre-

viously suffered abuse. 49.3% of 

all abuse occurs through force, with 

threats accounting for a further 30%. 

44% of abuse cases are premeditat-

ed. 41.3% of the children who suf-

fered abuse have resisted, leading 

to the child involved suffering fur-

ther injuries in 53.3% of the cases. 

20% of the assaults led to preg-

nancies. Abuse cases recur at a rate 

of 62%. Such suffering endured by 

abused children is only revealed af-

ter the child talks to their mothers 

about the incident, or after the par-

ents have noticed the suffering of 

the child. In 81.3% of the cases no 

judicial reports were issued. On the 

other hand, judicial or hospital re-

ports issued note that 78.6% of the 

children suffer very negative psycho-

logical consequences as a result of 

the incident.47

It is impossible to clearly cate-

gorize the perpetrators of the cas-

es which are generally called child 

abuse. Adherence to a specific reli-

gion or culture, or subjection to cer-

tain economic conditions, do not pro-

vide clues about the inclination to 

abuse. Yet, on an individual basis, 

In Turkey, the 
average age of 

children suffering 
from sexual abuse 

is 13.7. 71.6% 
of the children 

suffering abuse 
are aged between 

14-17. 
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the persons who commit child abuse 

are observed to have cognitive, emo-

tional and behavioral issues. Moreo-

ver, research revealed that most of 

these perpetrators have engaged 

in substance abuse and had experi-

enced similar traumas during their 

own childhood. This issue has been a 

matter of debate throughout history, 

and leads to unstable mood swings, 

damage to cognitive capabilities, and 

academic failure among the children 

who have suffered abuse. Aggres-

sive behavior leading to crime, anx-

iety disorders, an inclination to sui-

cide, nightmares, phobias, attention 

deficit and hyperactivity are again 

most common among the children 

who have suffered abuse.

No specific correlations can be 

found between demographic and so-

cio-economic indicators and child 

abuse, yet the possibility of connec-

tion has been raised more and more 

frequently in the past few years. 

Wars, natural disasters, social and 

moral problems leading to personal 

ruin, inadequacies of government so-

cial policies, along with many more 

comparable problems of the 21st 

century, have all led to an increase 

in child abuse. Many children suffer 

displacement and being forced out 

of their homelands due to wars or 

other reasons. They are then left de-

fenseless as they lose their families. 

The situation is often worse for the 

oldest daughter of the family who 

may well be required to take over 

the role of the spouse and woman 

of the house, which is turn leads to 

increased cases of abuse. The sta-

tistics and cases brought to light in-

dicate that child abuse is seemingly 

evolving in a worrisome direction and 

is a social problem deeply affecting 

every aspect of society.

It can therefore be said that the 

issue of child abuse poses a seri-

ous problem for any nation around 

the globe. If there is a lack of prop-

er measures, this issue can form a 

cycle that spans generations, thus 

also posing a threat for the future. A 

child who suffers violence and sexu-

al abuse may well be inclined to in-

flict, in the future, those experienc-

es on other children. This makes the 

problem one with consequences for 

future generations. In order to pre-

vent child abuse, comprehensive le-

gal, political, moral, and religious 

measures, as well as steps within 

the family, should be taken.

POVERTY AND 
ITS IMPACT ON 
CHILDREN
Varying in terms of causes and 

scale from one country to anoth-

er, poverty is at the top of the list 

of problems humanity has tried 

hard to solve. According to the 

UN’s definition, poverty refers to 

an individual being deprived of 

fundamental rights such as nour-

ishment, clothing, accommodation 

and education. 

A lack of economic, geographi-

cal, and political capacity to meet 

the daily basic needs of the in-

dividual also comprises yet an-
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other aspect of poverty. Natu-

ral disasters, desertification, in-

complete and damaging policies 

caused by corruption, unemploy-

ment, rapid population growth, 

and brain drain are often major 

factors, while the need to adapt 

to geographic conditions may also 

bring about poverty. 

Poverty occurs in different forms in 

developed and developing countries. 

Hunger, epidemics, child labor and 

deaths caused by these are but just 

a few of the indications of poverty. 

POOR CHILDREN 
AROUND THE 
WORLD
Children are hit hardest by poverty, 

and this is a problem which should 

be investigated and debated with ref-

erence to all segments of society. All 

over the globe, poor children face nu-

merous health problems caused by a 

lack of nourishment. Furthermore, by 

being forced to live under such dire 

circumstances, most of these children 

either have to endure extremely try-

ing conditions to continue their edu-

cation, or just drop out completely. 

Unfortunately, the impact of child 

poverty, which is an alarming devel-

In the UK, child 
poverty is most 

prevalent in London, 
Manchester and 
Birmingham. In 

the UK, 1.7 million 
children live below 

the poverty line. 
This does not 

include hundreds 
of thousands of 

children going to 
school on an empty 
stomach, with just 

700,000 being 
eligible for free 
school lunches.
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opment for any country whether in 

the East or the West, is usually per-

manent. Children constitute almost 

half of the poor people around the 

world. Today, 569 million children 

around the globe have to live on 1 

Euro per day. Rights directly related 

with the positive development of the 

child, such as eating well, having a 

good life, living in a pleasant world, 

obtaining quality clothing and suit-

able accommodation, not to men-

tion education, may not always be 

available due to poverty. 247 mil-

lion children in Sub-Saharan Afri-

ca live in extreme poverty. Even the 

most developed economies of the 

world suffer from worrisome levels 

of child poverty. In Europe, 26 mil-

lion children face the risk of pover-

ty and social exclusion.48

Child poverty is not about money 

alone; it is a multi-dimensional is-

sue. For children, poverty means be-

ing deprived of important needs such 

as nourishment, healthcare, water, 

education and shelter. According to 

UNICEF, two in every three children in 

30 Sub-Saharan Africa countries suf-

fer from the lack of two or more of 

these elements. Each year, 5.9 mil-

lion children die due to malnutrition.49 

This translates to an average of 2,000 

children dying each day.50 A 2013 

UN report on “Child Deaths” world-

wide notes that in 2012, 6.6 million 

children died due to hunger and ep-

idemics, many of whom were under 

the age of five. The data in the re-

port suggests that India, Nigeria, Pa-

kistan, the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, and the People’s Republic of 

China have the leading instances of 

child death. 

A review of the rates of child pover-

ty across individual countries reveals 

that, even in the UK, the sixth rich-

est country in the world, every fourth 

child faces the risk of poverty. This 

risk costs the UK government approx-

imately 29 billion pounds a year.51 Ac-

cording to a number of studies, child 

poverty in the UK is most prevalent 

in London, Manchester and Birming-

ham.52 In the UK, 1.7 million children 

live below the poverty line. This does 

not include the hundreds of thou-

sands of children going to school on 

an empty stomach, with just 700,000 

being eligible for free school lunch-

es.53 According to the latest figures, 

a substantial percentage of children 

in the UK are classified as being poor. 

Experts state that the child poverty 

rates in the UK will continue to rise 

until 2021, representing the onset 

of a growing wave of poverty which 

will affect the whole country in sub-

sequent years. The low levels of wag-

es in a country, such as the UK, which 

has 74% of its population working, is 

yet another reason for the growing 

number of poor people.54  The case 

in France is not much better than 

that of the UK. In France, every fifth 

child faces the risk of poverty. This 

means that, according to data gath-

ered in research conducted in 2015, 

more than 3 million children living 

in France were categorized as being 

poor. 30,000 of these are homeless, 

with 9,000 living in shanty-towns. 

According to the survey, 140,000 of 

the children from disadvantaged so-

cioeconomic groups had dropped out 

of the school due to economic prob-

lems.55 In Spain, another EU member 

state, children are once again found 

to be the segment of the society most 

vulnerable to poverty. According to a 

number of studies, the rate of pover-

ty among the children of Spain rose 

by nine percent to 40% in the period 

2008-2014.56 In Andalusia, an au-

tonomous community to the south of 

Spain, the case is even worse. In this 

district, 44% of children are forced to 

live in poverty.57



15
Th
 o

f 
Ra

m
ad

an
W
or

ld
 O

rp
ha

ns
 D

ay
 

26

CHILD LABORERS
In addition to deaths due to hun-

ger and epidemics, poverty mani-

fests itself through children in an-

other destructive form: the view of 

the child as a means for income. 

A child may be seen as a form of 

life insurance by their families. This 

will lead to a child being forced to 

work on the grounds of contribut-

ing to the family budget, bringing 

in income to sustain the house-

hold, or simply fighting off pover-

ty. The practice of making children 

who have not yet reached the age 

of consent work lies at the root of 

the “child labor” problem and con-

stitutes a violation of children’s 

rights, not to mention being at the 

root of many moral problems. The 

conscription of children, and their 

use in pornographic videos and as 

sexual commodities, are also ele-

ments of the child labor issue. In 

a nutshell, any kind of work which 

prevents the child from enjoying 

his or her childhood, damaging his 

or her potential and respectabil-

ity, and perhaps on a more cru-

cial note, his or her physical and 

mental development, are deemed 

problems due to child labor. 

According to international legal 

norms, forcing children into slav-

ery or similar practices, such as 

making them work as payment 

for debts or as indentured serv-

ants, are strictly prohibited. Yet, 

such prohibitions cannot prevent 

the exploitation of millions of 

children who are forced to put 

their education on hold and dis-

regard their safety in order to 

perform various kinds of work. 

Representing the most vulnerable 

form of labor, child laborers face 

problems such as exclusion, fail-

ure to adapt to society, and alien-

ation from other people. Deprived 

of their right to education due to 

having to work, these children are 

usually given the most dangerous 

and least rewarding jobs.

Today there are more than 200 

million child laborers worldwide. 

73 million of these are under the 

age of 10. Child labor is most prev-

alent in Sub-Saharan Africa. The 

majority of child laborers there are 

employed in cocoa, coffee, cotton 

and rubber plantations. 20 million 

children reportedly work in tex-

tiles, carpet, toy, matches and ci-

gar factories.58  According to In-

ternational Labour Organization’s 

(ILO) World Report on Child Labor 

2015, approximately 30% of the 

children in low-income countries 

start to work by the age of 15. The 

report also notes, among other sta-

tistics, that there are 120 million 

child laborers worldwide aged be-

tween 5-14. Child labor is prevalent 

In addition to 
deaths due to 

hunger and 
epidemics, 

poverty 
manifests itself 

through children 
in another 

destructive form: 
the view of the 

child as a means 
for income.



27

RA
M
AD

AN
 2

01
8

in almost all manufacturing sec-

tors of both the developed coun-

tries and the developing countries 

of Latin America, the Middle East, 

Asia and Africa. However, the pic-

ture even bleaker in under-devel-

oped countries. According to data 

provided by UNICEF in 2017, child 

laborers aged between 5-17 ac-

count for 7% of the labor force in 

the Middle East, and this rises to 

11% in Latin America and the Car-

ibbean, 29% in East and South Afri-

ca, 32% in West and Central Africa, 

and 26% in developed countries.59 

The war in Syria has accelerated 

the growth of child labor worldwide. 

Syrian families forced to leave their 

homelands often now turn a blind 

eye to the work of their children, 

due to their concerns of surviv-

al and access to basic food in the 

countries they have taken refuge 

in. According to figures from 2013, 

there are 30,000 Syrian child lab-

orers in Jordan, with 50,000 more 

in Lebanon.60

Child labor is also a concern for 

Turkey, which is in the process of 

transformation from a rural econ-

omy to an industrial one. The prob-

lems individuals have in terms of 

adaptation to the society as a re-

sult of the population movements 

from rural areas to the cities, and 

the practice of families having 

their children supplement the fam-

ily income, increases the number 

of child laborers working on the 

streets and in marginal industries.

According to studies carried out 

in 2012, there are 15,247,000 chil-

dren aged between 6-17 in Tur-

key. 66.5% of these live in the cit-

ies, while 33.5% live in rural are-

as. Out of these, 91.5% continue to 

attend school, while 8.5% left the 

school.  According to TUIK’s Work-

ing Children Survey 2012, child lab-

orers in Turkey give the follow-

ing reasons for working: 41.4% of 

children aged between 6-17 have 

joined the ranks of working pop-

ulation “to contribute to house-

According to 
studies carried 
out in 2012, there 
are 15,247,000 
children aged 
between 6-17 in 
Turkey. 66.5% 
of these live in 
the cities, while 
33.5% live in rural 
areas.
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hold income”, while 28.7% did 

so “to assist the economic activ-

ity of the household”, and 15.2% 

“to learn about an occupation and 

get vocational training.” The chil-

dren working at the request of the 

family constitute 6% of the group, 

while 6.8% work to meet their own 

needs.62  The children in urban ar-

eas are employed mostly in indus-

try and service sectors, such as in 

house chores, babysitting, stores, 

small workshops and restaurants, 

while those in rural areas engage 

in house chores as well as in agri-

cultural and animal husbandry ac-

tivities. The children who do not at-

tend school work above the coun-

try average in terms of the working 

week, registering on average 54.3 

hours of work each week.63 52% of 

the children who work on payroll, 

per diem, or on their own account 

were found to earn an average of 

TRY 400 a month in 2012.64 3.4% 

of the children working on payroll 

or on per diem had experienced a 

disability or injury, while 34% feels 

excessively tired. One third are not 

provided lunch at work, and 36% 

are not given leave on weekends. 

For 89% of working children, annu-

al paid leave is but a distant dream. 

21.7% of the children work to gain 

vocational training.65

49.8% of working children con-

tinue to attend school, while 50.2% 

do not. 81.8% of working chil-

dren aged between 6-14 contin-

ue to attend school, while the rate 

among those aged between 15-17 

is 34.3%. 44.7% of these children 

work in agriculture; 24.3% work in 

industry, and 31% work in the ser-

vice sector. 52.6% of the children 

work on payroll or per diem, while 

46.2% work for free in the family 

businesses.67 
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THE IMPACT OF POVERTY ON CHILDREN
The traumas endured by child lab-

orers as they are forced to work in 

disregard of their personal abilities 

and skills, not to mention their psy-

chological development, leads to 

their isolation from society. Chil-

dren living in cities as well as ru-

ral areas suffer physically and psy-

chologically due to such work, and 

may fall ill or be exposed to ex-

ploitation. Substance abuse is also 

found to be higher among children 

who have to work. Feeling that the 

world is inherently unsafe and defi-

nitely not a utopia, these children 

are more inclined to crime as com-

pared to their peers. Extensive re-

search has shown that people who 

suffered poverty during their child-

hood become mired in lasting pov-

erty throughout their lives, with a 

vicious cycle being created that 

triggers major social risks. 
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CONCLUSION
As the “state of children” is one of 

the most important indicators of the 

development of a society, this report 

unfortunately paints a universal-

ly bleak global picture. In the 21st 

century, a time that we like to call 

modern, children, who are the cor-

ner stone of healthy progress and 

development of social life, are still 

facing sexual abuse, ill treatment 

and other shameful circumstanc-

es. Although it is well known that 

children must be carefully protect-

ed and cared for, they are forced to 

witness the ever changing military 

tactics and methods in our chang-

ing and evolving world. This leads 

to damage of their physical, psy-

chological, mental and moral de-

velopment. Such forced and shame-

ful treatment leads to serious dam-

age of their physical and psycho-

logical development, with subse-

quent negative effects being cre-

ated which shape the future of the 

society they live in.

Humanity is under an obligation 

to find a solution to the damage it is 

causing to itself, and upon its chil-

dren in particular. It is modern so-

cieties and their regulatory powers 

which are fundamentally respon-

sible for providing suitable condi-

tions for the physical, psychological, 

mental and moral development of 

children. The individuals and enti-

ties who have an awareness of this 

responsibility are now seeking var-

ious solutions to the violations of 

children’s rights. One consequence 

of this quest for solutions was the 

“Millennium Declaration” adopted 

by the UN. This saw 191 countries 

committed to seeking solutions to 

the social, economic, legal and en-

vironmental problems faced by all 

countries. These objectives, called 

“Millennium Development Goals”, 

have been formulated for the de-

velopment of a shared perspective 

at the global, regional and nation-

al levels. 

The Millennium Development 

Goals are planned to be achieved 

within the 25-years time scale from 

1990 to 2015. They include a num-

ber of points such as halving the 

number of people living in abject 

poverty and starvation, making pri-

mary education available to all, em-

phasizing gender equality in social 

life, reducing under 5 infant mor-

tality and maternal deaths during 

pregnancy, preventing worldwide 

epidemics, ensuring environmental 

sustainability, increasing aid and re-

ducing debt burdens.

Yet, despite these goals being set 

to put an end to various forms of 

damage suffered by humanity, today 

1.2 billion people still live in pov-

erty. As a result of the outbreak of 

war in various regions of the world, 

many people have had to emigrate 

from their homelands. Many women 

and children have died due to wars, 

while those who survived have had 

to endure the most extreme forms 

of abuse.

On the other hand, there are 153 

million orphans worldwide. Given 

the fact that the orphans in coun-

tries such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Pal-

estine, Sudan, Bangladesh, India 

and China are not represented in 

the statistics, a figure approach-

ing 400 million could be more re-

alistic. According to various stud-

ies, these children, who are facing 

a number of threats, are deprived 

The quantitative 
data regarding the 
achievement of 
these losty 25 year 
goals are as follows:

 � Poverty has fallen by half 
from 1990 to 2010; howe-
ver, 1.2 billion people still 
live in abject poverty.

 � •Even though substanti-
al progress was achieved 
in the early 2000s, the ef-
forts to reduce the num-
ber of children dropping 
out of school have slowed 
down significantly.

 � Women now hold a larger 
share of power in parlia-
ments, thanks to the intro-
duction of quota systems.

 � Despite important deve-
lopments, still more efforts 
are needed to achieve the 

“Millennium Development 
Goals” regarding the redu-
ction in child death rates.

 � Much more progress is 
required to reduce ma-
ternal death rates.

 � Poverty and a lack of edu-
cation still leads to a hig-
her rate of teenage births.

 � The number of AIDS suffe-
rers is still very high.

 � Each year millions of hec-
tares of forests are being 
lost, while global green-
house gas emissions con-
tinue to grow each day. 

 � The official aid agencies 
seeking to prevent child 
abuse have maximized 
their efforts and have 
reversed the worsening 
trend witnessed in the last 
two years. 
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of many fundamental rights such 

as the right to education. 

In light of all the problems dis-

cussed in this report, it is evident 

that it is impossible to achieve a 

solution to the problem of chil-

dren’s rights abuses without achiev-

ing economic development of soci-

eties around the world, increasing 

income per capita, making social 

state perspective dominant in the 

international arena, increasing the 

level of education among women 

and children in particular, and rais-

ing awareness about child abuse.

It is clear that abuses against 

children, who are by definition in-

nocent, defenseless and powerless, 

cannot be prevented through le-

gal and law-enforcement measures 

alone. In this perspective, strength-

ening social education and mor-

al principles, and the protection of 

family values, as well as prevent-

ing wars, hunger and poverty are 

a few of the wide range of meas-

ures required.

For instance, the threats orphans 

face cannot be eliminated com-

pletely without penal sanctions to 

deter crime networks such as hu-

man traffickers, organ mafia and 

prostitution networks, which pose 

particular dangers for orphans. In 

particular, children being orphaned 

due to political crises will continue 

to be an issue unless states and in-

ternational organizations, such as 

the UN, take the necessary steps. 

In terms of reintegrating orphans 

with the society, without the sup-

port of their relatives these chil-

dren will either have a difficult time 

in adapting to the social life or will 

completely fail in their efforts. The 

rehabilitation efforts to improve the 

physical and psychological state of 

the children abused by crime net-
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works, or used as 

cheap labor, need 

to be accelerat-

ed if the physical 

and psychological 

destruction these 

children suffer is 

to be overcome 

at all.

Unless a com-

prehensive solu-

tion can be found 

to the global phe-

nomena of the 

young and old, 

men and wom-

en, children and 

adults being 

packed in small 

boats and sent 

to Europe, often 

drowning and dy-

ing on their way towards a new 

home while trying to escape the af-

termath of the wars ravaging their 

original homelands, child abuse in 

Europe will not come to an end. Any 

measures taken cannot be equiv-

alent to the Calais Refugee Camp 

set up by France for the refugees, 

but under physical conditions which 

were incompatible with human dig-

nity, and which saw children experi-

encing sexual abuse, leading to the 

closing of the camp in 2016. Fur-

thermore, the problems faced by 

the Palestinian children who suffer 

abuse and violence in the hands of 

occupying soldiers in West Bank and 

Gaza under Israeli occupation will 

not end without the end of the oc-

cupation itself.

In this sense, “The Global Chil-

dren’s Report Card on Children” is 

clearly full of failing grades. Fur-

thermore, progress towards the 

millennium development goals in 

terms of matters concerning chil-

dren is also doubtful. Considering 

these problems as domestic is-

sues concerning only the state in 

question does not make solutions 

easier. In other words, the abus-

es and violence suffered by chil-

dren, and the conscription of chil-

dren to military service, should be 

handled only by taking a universal 

perspective. 

Economic sanctions imposed by 

states preventing the flow of hu-

manitarian aid to blockaded are-

as during wars should be consid-

ered war crimes, and lead to inter-

national repercussions for the par-

ties which impose such sanctions. 

At the refugee camps housing chil-

dren who suffer due to war, any and 

all measures required to raise chil-

dren as healthy individuals should 

be taken; special attention should 

also be paid to prevent any abuse 

on children left alone. Rehabilita-

tion efforts to accelerate the psy-

chological recovery of the children 

affected by wars should be given 

more time and resources. The solu-

tion to the problem of child labor, in 

turn, lies through the achievement 

of economic welfare in the coun-

tries suffering from that problem, 

and thus should be handled with 

measures for macro-economic de-

velopment. The social welfare pol-

icies of the governments should be 

improved to prevent the use and 

abuse of children to earn extra in-

come for their families, and poor 

households should be provided with 

income assistance.

In a nutshell, legal measures such 

as raising the awareness of the so-

ciety and providing strong ties to 

bring all people together are cruci-

al in terms of the physical, psycho-

logical, economic and spiritual pro-

tection of children.
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The current chaotic state of 
the globe, and the wars and 
internal conflicts arising out 
of the policies implemented 
by the states in line with 
their imperialist goals, have 
led to irreparable physical 
and psychological damage 
on vulnerable children. The 
difficulties children encounter in 
terms of access to nourishment, 
shelter, clothing and clean 
drinking water, as well as the 
medical support to prevent 
diseases, have a traumatic 
effect on the physique and 
psychology of this particularly 
defenseless group. This report 
considers the elements leading 
to the suffering of children, 
regardless of the diversity of the 
causes, and also highlights the 
abuses they suffer. It aims to 
present a picture of what being 
a child means in the globalizing 
world of the 21st century. 


