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The Gaza Freedom Flotilla is one of the 
most influential civil initiatives that 
took place in contemporary history.  

This materialized as a consequence of six 
international organizations from different parts 
of the world —the Free Gaza Movement, IHH 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation, Ship to Gaza 
Greece, Ship to Gaza Sweden, The European 
Campaign to End the Siege on Gaza and The 
International Committee to Lift the Siege on 
Gaza— came together to deliver much-needed 
help to Gaza by breaking the Israeli embargo. 
It gathered almost 700 volunteers from 37 
countries —from Indonesia and Malaysia to 
South Africa, Sweden and the USA, among 
others— representing people of different 
background, ethnicity, race, language and age 
in the pursuit of one common cause.

Hundreds of people whose governments have 
ignored what has been happening in Palestine 
for reasons of realpolitik, took their place on 
board the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, just because 
they are human beings, in order to end the 
on-going embargo on Gaza. Immediately after 
announcement for the flotilla was made, a surge 
of applications followed; the boats of the flotilla 
and tons of humanitarian relief were ready 
through donations sent by the flotilla supporters.

Gaza Freedom Flotilla experienced the 
brotherhood of diversity of the human 

Introduction

family. Journalists, writers, academics, NGO 
volunteers, engineers, artists, shop owners, 
and housewives were among those that made 
up the group. For the first time in their life, some 
were going to sleep in a sleeping bag instead 
of a comfortable bed they were used to. For 
many it was their first exposure to diversity 
of opinions and cultures. Different languages 
were spoken that naturally each and everyone 
could not understand but this was more than 
made up for by the body language expressing 
brotherhood/sisterhood. The people’s normal 
daily routines were put in abeyance; the only 
thoughts on their mind were freedom and Gaza.

The Freedom Flotilla hit the road from different 
locations: Turkey, Greece and Ireland. From the 
port of Antalya (in Turkey), the passenger boat of 
the Flotilla took onboard its passengers. Those in 
Spain or Qatar, Malaysia or any other part of the 
world whose hearts and minds were with the 
flotilla but could not join it, had taken their seats 
in front of TV set not to miss even a moment 
of the excitement of departure. Embracing the 
entire world, sending out messages of peace, the 
Mavi Marmara set out to sea with great hopes. 
Other boats that set out from the ports of Crete, 
Dundalk, Istanbul, İskenderun and Piraeus were 
charged the same spirit. 

And on the 30th of May, 2010, while still plying 
the deep blue waters of the Mediterranean Sea 
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the unforgettable meeting took place, a meeting 
for which the anxious participants had waited 
so long.  This was a moment of joy; seeing the 
other flotillas and their enthusiastic participants 
gave them strength and comfort. Being united 
with each other, the flotilla boats played sirens 
of “Hello” to the other boats, while passengers 
dangled from their boats to wave to each other...
And so the circle was completed. 

On the other side, in Gaza, besieged and battered 
but not bowed, there was hopeful and emotional 
suspense. The streets were being cleaned up; 
the port was being prepared for the boats to 
dock, hotels where the passengers would stay 
were being set; translators and hosts, who were 
to keep company to the passengers during their 
short albeit important stay, were making final 
arrangements. And the people of Gaza knew 
then that they were not alone and the world 
was lending them ear to their voice...

The world was monitoring every moment of 
the flotilla’s journey. It had generated huge 
international interest. All the people who had set 
their sights and hearts on the Freedom Flotilla 
wanted to witness and experience its journey 
with all the minute details. News bulletins and 
TV programs too were feeling the pulse of the 
common conscience of humanity.

Everything was like a fairy tale, like a dream. 
The freedom songs and circles of talks made 
the time spent on board the flotilla almost like 
the sweetest things they had ever experienced 
in life... Until the morning of the 31st of May…

Israeli navy gunboats arrived piercing through 
the darkness on the morning of May 31... The 
Israeli armed forces attacked the Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla even though the Flotilla organizers 
had announced to entire world that it was a 
completely civilian initiative. The passenger 
boats of the flotilla with people from 37 
countries on board were subjected to the most 

brutal and savage attacks. Israeli soldiers on 
the Mavi Marmara were shooting at civilians 
with firearms even before boarding. What 
followed after this moment, both onboard 
the Mavi Marmara and the other boats of the 
flotilla, the process of forcible docking at Ashdod 
port and the time the completely peaceful and 
unarmed civilians spent in Israeli prisons and 
their eventual home-coming involved violence 
that can seldom be found in human history.

***
This work is intended to place before the world 
and indeed for history itself an accurate record 
of what transpired before, during and after the 
attacks this civilian initiative was subjected to. 
The attack on the Freedom Flotilla will rank 
as one of the most deplorable incidents in 
human history perpetrated against unarmed 
and completely peaceful civilians. The book 
covers a range of issues starting with what 
motivated the organizers to launch the flotilla. 
It also narrates the story of the flotilla’s journey 
in its various stages. Israel’s brutal assault on the 
passengers, its aftermath and their suffering are 
all documented, based on firsthand accounts. 

Dealing exhaustively with reasons for the 
flotilla’s journey, the book while shedding light 
on the disastrous effects of Israel’s embargo 
on the humanitarian situation in Gaza, also 
highlights in stunning detail the attack on 
Mavi Marmara. This is based on firsthand 
account of the surviving victims and other 
eyewitnesses. The details provided here have 
not all been adequately covered on television 
or in newspaper reporting. It is hoped that this 
book will fill the gap in information that has 
generally been gleaned from other reports.

In the aftermath of the Mavi Marmara attack, 
Israel for the first time in its history, encountered 
condemnation from the whole world. Thousands 
of people from Senegal to South Korea and Peru 

to Canada spilled out into the streets to condemn 
the barbarous attack. The United Nations 
International Fact-Finding Mission assigned 
by the United Nations Human Rights Committee 
announced in its report that as a result of its 
attack, Israel had violated international law, and 
used brutal force against unarmed, peaceful 
civilians and indulged in terrible violence.

This book reflecting the heightened global 
condemnation of Israeli attack and its projection 
in international reports, wants to share with 
readers the echoes of the Gaza Freedom Flotilla. 
The hope is that this will find resonance on 
international platforms. While presenting 
this work to the international public, we feel 
indebted to Ahmet Emin Dağ, Ahmet Faruk 
Ünsal, Ali Özgür Kavak, Amine Tuna Ertürk, 
Ayşe Olgun, Demet Tezcan, Emrin Çebi, Gülden 
Sönmez, Hafize Zehra Öztürk, Mehmed Kaya, 
Mervenur Lüleci, Mohammed Mortaja, Rifat 
Audeh, Hatice Orman, Murat Yılmaz, Ümmühan 
Özkan, Ümit Sönmez and Zeliha Sağlam for their 
contribution. We would also like to express our 
gratitude to the participants of the flotilla who 
shared their experiences through extensive 
interviews. Thanks are also due to Zafar 
Bangash, who edited this book by making 
extraordinary sacrifices.  

In loving memory of the nine martyrs onboard 
the Mavi Marmara, we wish to remember by 
sending our blessings on them for giving their 
lives for a worthy cause. It is our hope and prayer 
that readers would find this work useful and 
informative. It is also our hope that a world 
left with the suffering experienced by those 
onboards the Freedom Flotilla would make a 
positive contribution to bringing peace and 
justice to the world... And the final word: Until 
peace and justice prevails on  earth...
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Preparatory 
work for the 

“Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla”

The humanitarian crisis experienced by 
people in Gaza had been the subject 
of discussion among various non-

governmental organizations in the world and 
by human rights activists well before the Gaza 
Freedom Flotilla was conceived and launched. 
Different personalities and institutions from 
all over the world were organizing supportive 
activities for Gaza.

In November 2009, marking the first 
anniversary of Operation Cast Lead, Viva 
Palestina (UK) and IHH Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation (Turkey) made the “Viva Palestina 
(Open Road to Palestine) land convoy to Gaza 
where life conditions were deteriorating 
drastically. Tens of humanitarian volunteers 
who were coming from different directions 
and countries managed to deliver 155 vehicles 
that included ambulances and humanitarian 
supplies for urgent needs of the people of Gaza.

But from this experience, it quickly became 
clear that a small scale operation like this one 
was not adequate to improve the humanitarian 
condition of the people trapped in the vast open 
air prison called Gaza. However, Viva Palestina 
land convoy had made a serious dent in world 
public opinion supporting Gaza and prepared 

the ground for the next operation to gather 
the support of a much wider audience. The 
organizers of the land convoy and the NGOs 
urging an end to the blockade of Gaza reached a 
consensus to form a well-attended organization 
that could deliver both humanitarian supplies 
to Gaza as well as awaken world public opinion 
to exert international pressure for the lifting of 
the illegal blockade. 

Then the preparatory work started for the 
“Gaza Freedom Flotilla” which included six 
NGOs: The European Campaign to End the 
Siege on Gaza, The Free Gaza Movement, 
IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation, The 
International Committee to Lift the Siege on 
Gaza, Ship to Gaza Greece, and Ship to Gaza 
Sweden. The preparation work took more than 
a year. While all the components, the way they 
operated, their cultures and the institutional 
structures were so diverse and different from 
each other that they made a great effort on the 
Palestinian cause and this diversity helped to 
contribute a great deal to their work. 

After the land convoy, the flotilla 
organization committee set to work to 
inform public opinion on various platforms 
about the purpose and composition of the 
cargo of the flotilla.

Economic and political measures started to 
be imposed on the Gaza Strip in February 

2006 following Hamas’ election victory in 
the legislative election, accompanied by the 

withholding of financial resources on the part 
of donor countries. The closure on the Gaza Strip 

was imposed by Israel after Hamas took control 
of the Gaza Strip in June 2007. In September 
2007, Israel declared the Gaza Strip “hostile 

territory” and that the movement of goods into 
and out of Gaza would be restricted for security 

concerns as well as in order to apply pressure on 
the Hamas government “as part of the State of 

Israel’s operations against continuous terrorism.” 
Harsher fuel restrictions came into effect since 

October 2007.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-
Finding Mission (Article 30), September 27, 2010
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The various components of the flotilla wanted 
the organization to reach the widest possible 
area and thus moved their campaign towards 
this end. Ahead of its journey, Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla had already had the support of hundreds 
of NGOs and people from around the world, from 
Latin America to South Africa, and from Europe 
to Southeast Asia. 

 The Free Gaza 
Movement
It is an umbrella orga-

nization established by 

pro-Palestinian groups 

and human rights advo-

cates to increase public 

awareness against the 

blockade on Gaza Strip with the help of ships 

carrying humanitarian supplies. Uniting 

Christian, Muslim and Jewish NGOs across 

Europe to break the Israeli siege on Gaza, the 

Free Gaza Movement launched the project in 

the fall of 2006. The work to secure funds 

for the purchase of ships and finding suit-

able crews to navigate them to Gaza took 

two years. The ships and crew members 

were from different countries: Australia, UK, 

Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Lebanon, Palestine 

and the US. The movement took its first at-

tempt to break the Gaza blockade in 2008. 

Setting sail to Gaza in August 2008 aboard 

two small fishing boats, the organization 

included human rights activists, lawyers, 

journalists, academics and parliamentarians 

and hoped to deliver humanitarian supplies 

Gaza Freedom Flotilla 
organizers

to the region. (For detailed information visit: 
www.freegaza.org)

The Free Gaza Movement sailed towards 
Gaza eight times from August 2008 to May 
2010 in order to break the Israeli blockade 
of Gaza.

 Ship to   
 Gaza Greece  
This is an initiative 
of a non-profit group 
that had joined the 

Free Gaza Movement’s sea journey from 
Greece in August 2008 to break the blockade 
of Gaza. The organization champions for 
Israeli siege of Palestine to end, for the 
lifting of the blockade in the West Bank 
and Gaza and supports the recognition 
of the Palestinian refugee rights to turn 
back to their homeland and the release 
of Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli 
jails. (For detailed information visit: 
www.shiptogaza.gr)

 

 Ship to 
 Gaza Sweden  
Ship to Gaza Sweden 
is a civilian initiative 
whose mission is to 
breach the Israeli 
blockade by sending 
h u m a n i t a r i a n 

aid using boats from the Scandinavian 
countries. (For detailed information visit: 
www.shiptogaza.se) 

IHH Humanitarian 
Relief Foundation  
Making no distinction 
between peoples’ region, 

religion, language, ethnicity or sect, IHH has 
been working since 1992 to deliver humani-
tarian assistance and prevent violation of the 
rights of those who have fallen into difficul-
ties anywhere in the world, whether struck 
by natural disasters or subjected to human 
cruelty. They could be victims of wars left 
without food or shelter or they may have 
been injured and crippled. Whatever their 
plight, IHH has made it its mission to prevent 
the violation of their rights. Having started 
with voluntary activities that were institu-
tionalized in 1995, IHH works on five con-
tinents in 125 countries. IHH carries out its 
activities all across the world giving priority to 
regions where wars have devastated people’s 
lives and their negative effects linger on. IHH 
works in disaster areas, and in regions and 
countries that suffer from poverty. The foun-
dation has been involved in charity activities 
for Palestine from the day it was founded but 
it intensified efforts on Gaza following the 
Israeli-imposed blockade that started in 2006. 
IHH began sending coordinated humanitarian 
relief supplies to the region. (For detailed 
information visit: www.ihh.org.tr)

THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMItTEE
TO LIFT THE
SIEGE ON GAZA

The International 
Committee to Lift the 
Siege on Gaza  

It is an international organization that 

endeavours to end the Israeli imposed siege 

on Palestine. The Committee considers such 
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a siege as being against human rights. It has 
worked to raise the issue of the blockade 
on Gaza at international institutions and 
thus to seek a solution to such practices. 
It has argued that Israeli practices are 
against international humanitarian law and 
the Geneva Convention. The International 
Committee has pursued the issue of the 
siege of Gaza through judicial process in 
international courts. It has also worked to 
create public awareness about the siege as 
well as its negative impact on the lives of 
the 1.5 million Palestinians living in Gaza.  

The European 
Campaign to End 
the Siege on Gaza 
(ECESG) 

ECESG is a civilian platform constituted in 

2007 by more than 30 European NGOs. Its 

aim is to lift the Israeli blockade on Gaza. The 

main objectives of the initiative are; creating 

awareness among European public and 

politicians about the plight of the people of 

Gaza, help deliver humanitarian relief supplies 

to the people and mobilize different segments 

of the society to take action to bring about a 

just end to the conflict for long-term peace 

in the region. (For detailed information visit; 

www.savegaza.eu)

The non-governmental organizations that 

constitute The European Campaign to End the 

Siege on Gaza are;

1. The European-Palestinian Council - Vienna

2. Koordination Forum Zur Unnterstützung 

Palestina - Austria

3. The Palestinian Rights Foundation - Ireland

4. Justice for Palestine - Scotland

5. The Palestinian Forum - Denmark

6. Droit Pour Tous - Geneva

7. Palestine Now Association - Denmark

8. The Palestinian Women’s Forum - Denmark

9. The Charitable Council in Support of 
Palestine - France

10. The Palestinian Community in Norway - 
Norway

11. The Identity Institution - Norway

12. The Association of Social and Cultural 
Foundations - Moscow

13. The Palestinian Forum for Rights and 
Solidarity - Holland

14. Het Palestijna Platform voor 
Mensenrechten en Solidariteit (PPMS) - Holland

15. De Palestijnse Raad - Amsterdam

16. Steun Palestina - Amsterdam

17. Palestinänsische Gemeinde Berlin - 
Germany

18. Palästinensischer Bund Deutschland für 
das Rückkehrrecht- Berlin

19. Pal. Bund Deutschland für 
Rückkehrrecht - Germany

20. Palästinensische Gemeinschaft in 
Deutschland - Germany

21. Arab Forum Germany - Germany

22. Rättvisecenter för Palestinska Folket - 
Sweden

23. Palestinagrupperna Sverige - Sweden

24. ISM International Solidarity Movement - 
Sweden

25. The Islamic Council - Copenhagen

26. Associazione Benefice di Solidarieta col 
Popolo Palestinese (ABSPP ONLUS) -Italy

27. Comitato Gaza Vivrà - Milano

28. InfoPal - Italy

29. The Association for Aid to the Palestinian 

People - Italy

30. Greece Friends of Palestine - Greece

31. Palestinian Cultural Organization - Poland

32. Spanish Charity For Palestine - Spain

33. Le Franco Palestinien - France

Other initiatives contributing to the 
Gaza Freedom Flotilla  
• Belgium to Gaza - Belgium

• Canadian Boat to Gaza - Canada

• Deutsche Initiative zum Bruch der 

Gazablockade - Germany

• Freedom Flotilla Italy - Italy

• Free Gaza Scotland - Scotland

• Rumbo a Gaza - Spain

• Ship to Gaza Norway - Norway

• Un bateau Français pour Gaza - France

• Un bateau pour Gaza de la Suisse – 

Switzerland 

• US to Gaza - USA

• More than 100 Turkish organizations

Prepartory work for the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”

In a United Nations joint statement issued on 31 May, 2010, Robert 
Serry, the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process and Filippo Grandi, Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) emphasized that “such 
tragedies are entirely avoidable if Israel heeds the repeated calls 
of the international community to end its counterproductive and 
unacceptable blockade of Gaza.” In a public statement issued on 14 June 
2010, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) described 
the impact of the closure on the situation in Gaza as “devastating” 
for the 1.5 million people living there, emphasizing that “the closure 
constitutes a collective punishment imposed in clear violation of 
Israel’s obligations under international humanitarian law”, saying the 
only sustainable solution was a lifting of the closure.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 
38), September 27, 2010
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Keeping the public informed

From the very first day that the preparations 
were launched to deliver humanitarian aid 
to Gaza, threatening statements against 
the flotilla began to be issued by Israel. One 
of those statements said that the flotilla 
participants would be led to Ashdod Port and 
questioned there. In the face of such threats, 
the flotilla organizers pointed out that such 
remarks were illegal and Israel’s approach, 
which sees itself above the law, is itself a threat 
against humanity and thus unacceptable. In 
spite of the threats, the organizers continued 
their preparations and carried on working to 
create awareness among people worldwide 
as well as to collect humanitarian supplies. 

The flotilla components discussed and allocated 
areas of responsibility on how best to lead the 
campaign in their respective countries and in 
mobilizing world public opinion. Work for various 
tasks was distributed based on these discussions. 
Thus, IHH, which has activities in 125 countries 
and regions of the world was invested with 
declaring the campaign throughout the worl 
by using its wide logistical network.

The flotilla components formed an organizing 
committee at the outset of the campaign 
in order to make it possible for the relief 
organization to be run in the most effective 
manner. Each organization composed the 
general outlines of their campaign’s concept 
for their own country and began to circulate 
them among the general public. The flotilla 
components ran the campaign with the slogan, 
“Gaza Freedom Flotilla” in Europe, Middle 
East and Asia. As far as IHH was concerned, 
it created the slogan, “Palestine Our Road, 
Humanitarian Aid Our Load”. This was used 
to publicise the campaign in Turkey and asked 
for public support (See document 1).

On April 3rd, the flotilla organization introduced 
itself to the public through a press release (See 
document 2).  In the remaining two months, 
flotilla organizers appeared on radio and TV 
shows to talk about the flotilla. Visits to state 
officials and NGOs were also undertaken to 
inform them about the project. Visual images  
(See document 3) highlighting the preparation 
proc ess and organization were made and 

Gaza lies on the Eastern coast of 
Mediterrenian is under the control of 
Palestine National Authority. This small 
piece of land where 1,5 billion people lives 
is about 41 kilometres long, and between 
6 and 12 kilometres wide, with a total area 
of 360 square kilometres.

The humanitarian flotilla consisted of civilian 
initiatives that navigated in international waters 
and did not pose any threat or danger for the 
national security of any sovereign state. 
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for meetings in Istanbul, Athens and London 
and drafted a roadmap for their activities both 
before and after of the ships’ departure.

Determining ships for the 
flotilla 
Following the public relations work of 
the organization, the flotilla components 
started taking necessary steps to purchase 
ships. All activities and related work were 
shared with the public through radio and 
TV programs, hand-outs, internet etc. Within 
this framework, IHH, which was responsible 
for the Turkish leg of the organization, 
announced in newspaper ads that ships 
were to be purchased for the flotilla (See 
document 6). While the work to buy ships 
was underway, subjects like the route the 
flotilla would follow and the characteristics 
of the port were also discussed. Rehabilitation 
work for the port of Gaza, which hadn’t been 
used for years, was started in coordination 
with IHH and local institutions in Gaza. The 

distributed to the general public in Turkey. 
Another press release was drafted on behalf 
of the organizing committee and was shared 
with public right before the Mavi Marmara, 
which was going to carry a large number of 
flotilla participants, departed from Antalya 
(See document 4).

From day one the organization, whose work 
was greeted with great interest across the 
world, was supported by conferences, concerts, 
ticketed organizations, photo exhibitions, 
charity fairs, and similar activities. All kinds 
of humanitarian supplies onboard the Gaza 
Freedom Flotilla —from construction and 
educational materials to sanitary ware, 
presents for orphans to playgrounds— were 
obtained through the efforts of such charitable 
activities. The organizer of the flotilla in Turkey, 
IHH, organized more than 300 programs in 
81 Turkish cities. The flotilla became known 
to the wider public in Turkey through those 
activities, and soon thereafter, contributions, 
large and small, started to pour in. Elementary 

school students sold their toys and donated the 
proceeds for the children of Gaza. Prisoners at 
different prisons made ship models to be sold 
in auctions and money thus rose to be sent to 
Gaza. Young and old, everybody mobilized for 
Gaza. The ships of the flotilla did not only have 
a symbolic significance as cargo ships carrying 
humanitarian aid supplies, but they also had 
a remarkable mission in terms of manifesting 
the world’s support behind them.

The UN and its affiliated organizations, various 
heads of state and other high-profile state 
officials and bureaucrats were provided with an 
information letter regarding the objectives of 
the organization and the scope of its work (See 
document 5). All states and their institutions 
were requested to support the flotilla in its 
humanitarian mission. This letter was also 
shared with the general public in accordance 
with the principle of transparency. 

The flotilla components made a working plan 
in order to publicise the organization among 
the international public. They came together 

The humanitarian flotilla consisted of civilian initiatives that navigated in international 
waters and did not pose any threat or danger for the national security of any sovereign state. 

Prepartory work for the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”



Gaza Freedom Flotilla

17

purchase process for ships in Turkey was 
realized as follows: Allowances in kind were 
determining factors for the size and number of 
ships. The 3150-ton ‘Gazze I’ (formerly named 
Yunus Şirin) became the first ship purchased 
by IHH. During search for a passenger ship 
that would carry the activists, a ship named 
Mavi Marmara belonging Istanbul Sea Boats 
Inc. (IDO) was found. It was on sale. The Mavi 
Marmara, registered with Turkey Maritime 
Enterprises Inc. was handed over in 2005 
to IDO, a subsidiary of Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality. Before the purchase was 
finalised, the opinion of Turk Loydu1 was 
obtained about the Mavi Marmara. It used 
to navigate only in national waters; it was 
necessary to determine whether the ship 
would be seaworthy in international waters. 
An independent Conformity Assessment 
Organization was constituted by the Istanbul 
Maritime Under-Secretary to carry out 
a survey. Turk Loydu gave an affirmative 
answer. At the third tender for the ship was 
opened, IHH purchased the ship at a price of 
TL 1,810,000 (the ship’s price was listed at 
TL 1,800,000). The ship’s transfer operations 
took a month.  In the meantime, the ship’s 
machinery, deck, the bridge deck and water 
tanks at the bottom of the ship were made 
ready. The ship’s maintenance and repair work 
was completed within a timeframe of one and 
half months and the ship was now ready to 
navigate in international waters.  Food and 
water enough to feed every passenger for a 

1 Türk Loydu was founded in 1962 by The Chamber of Turkish 
Naval Architect and Marine Engineers, with the contribution 
of Association of the Insurance and Reinsurance Companies 
of Turkey, and the cooperation of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey, the Chamber of Shipping, 
Istanbul Chamber of Industry etc. It is an independent, impartial, 
reliable, expert “National Classification, Certification and 
Conformity Assessment Organization”. For detailed information 
visit: www.turkloydu.org.

month was loaded onto the ship.  The Mavi 
Marmara also took basic food supplies for the 
other ships of the flotilla along with ships 
departing from Turkey.  In addition to this, 
medical supplies for simple diseases or for 
possible emergency situations that may arise 
at sea were also included in the cargo. 

It was not in the flotilla organizers’ plans to 
purchase a third ship but when large amounts 
of donations for the relief flotilla poured in, it 
was decided to purchase another ship. A 4,400-
ton cargo ship, Defne Y, was bought. As well 
as donations in kind, a water gauge of 12-24 
meter-length pontoons, which was required 
to unload the cargo from the ships to the port 
of Gaza, was loaded.

The organizers of the Turkish part of the 
flotilla, IHH joined the Gaza Freedom Flotilla 
with three ships. Two of those were cargo 
vessels and the third was a passenger ship.  
Those ships that had a capacity to carry 7,800 
tons of humanitarian aid were purchased 
in consultation with experts in the area. As 
well as philanthropists from Turkey, donors 
particularly from Kuwait and Algeria made 
significant contributions for the ships, which 
were purchased entirely with such donations.  
The purchase of Gazze 1 was realized with the 
donations of Kuwaiti volunteers, while Algerian 
donors met 60% of the price of Defne Y.

Survey is the name of an obligatory 
auditing done for ships that will navigate 
in international waters. It means that 
passenger ships from their floorings to seat 
coverings are ready to set sail and cargo 
ships are also ready to carry the weight. 
While these audits are held every two years 
for vehicles, ships are audited every five 
year. The standards for survey operation 
vary from country to country. Each of the 
ships in the Gaza Freedom Flotilla was 
subjected to survey inspections of the 
country they were registered in. 
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The ships in the Gaza Freedom Flotilla*

Name Flag State No. of passengers with nationalities
No. of 

Crew with 
nationalities

Total Type Organizer Owner

Mavi Marmara Comoros 

546 (353 Turkish nationals and 193 others) Fifteen
passengers from Challenger II joined later. Algeria,
Australia, Bahrain, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Canada, Egypt, France, Germany,
Kosovoa, Kuwait, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, FYR Macedonia, Malaysia, Mauritania,
Morocco, New Zealand, Oman, Palestine, Pakistan,
South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, United States, Yemen.

29 Turkey 575
(589)

Passenger
ship IHH IHH

Defne Y Kiribati 7 Turkey
13 Turkey
Azerbaijan 20 Cargo

ship IHH IHH

Gazze I Turkey 13, Turkey 5 Turkey 18 Cargo
ship IHH IHH

Eleftheri
Mesogios or
Sofia

Greece Greece, Sweden Greece 30 Cargo
ship

Ship to Gaza
(Greece); Ship
to Gaza
(Sweden)

Eleftheri
Mesogios
Marine
Company

Sfendoni or
Boat 8000 Togo Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Greece, Sweden, United

Kingdom, United States of America. Greece 43 Passenger
ship

Ship to Gaza
(Greece); Ship
to Gaza
(Sweden)

Sfendonh SA

Challenger I USA 13 Belgium, Germany, Netherlands, Poland, United
Kingdom, United States of America 

4b; Ireland, United
Kingdom 17 Passenger

ship Free Gaza Movement F. G. (Human
Rights) Projects

Challenger II USA
19 Australia, Canada, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Malaysia, Norway, Serbia, United Kingdom, United
States of America 

1 United States of
America 20 Passenger

boatc Free Gaza Movement F. G. (Human
Rights) Projects

Rachel Corrie Cambodia 8 Ireland; Malaysia
11d; United 
Kingdom;
Philippines; Cuba 

19 Passenger
ship Free Gaza Movement F. G. (Human

Rights) Projects

Prepartory work for the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”

*The table is taken from the report by the International Fact Finding Commission, which was dispatched by the UN Human Rights Council to investigate the assault by Israeli forces on the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla” 
bound for Gaza on 31 May 2010. The report in English can be seen at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/15session/A.HRC.15.21_en.pdf. 27.09.2010.
a) Self-identified nationality
b) Including crew. Some of the crew were also committed activists.
c) Due to breakdown, passengers transferred to Mavi Mamara.
d) Two Irish passengers are listed in the official manifest as crew members.
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The organizers carried out the necessary 
standard technical infrastructure work for 
the ships until the flotilla’s departure. But 
because of limited time and meagre financial 
resources for the Mavi Marmara to meet the 
maritime standards of the Turkish Republic, 
IHH searched for another flag state, which 
could enable the ship to be certified for 
international navigation, and the journey 
was decided to be carried out with the flag 
of Comoros due to its relatively easy-to-
meet standards. As cargo vessels are not 
subject to the same stringent conditions, 
a similar difficulty was not experienced 
in their case. On the other side, the list of 
humanitarian relief items was being drafted 
according to customs’ standards and was 
submitted together with the official dossier 
to Customs. All items to go on the ship were 
checked by customs officials before being 
loaded onto the ships.

The vessels that set sail from Turkey had been duly 
inspected for security, immigration and customs. The 
passengers onboard, their personal belongings and 
the large volume of humanitarian aid had also been 
thoroughly checked. It was clearly established that there 
were no firearms or any sort of weapons onboard the 
vessels. Those Turkish ports from where the ships in the 
convoy set sail are duly certified under the International 
Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS) of the 
International Maritime Organization.

The Final Report Submitted by the Republic of Turkey at 
UN Investigation Panel, February 2011 2

2  http://www.usak.org.tr/dosyalar/diger/0oe5cP6fB761j
cpAgCvoE9bYBEPKcf.pdf
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Nominating a crew for 
the flotilla
After purchasing the ships, the next step 

was to decide on the captains and crew. For 

instance, a 58-person Turkish crew was finally 

chosen after extensive interviews. Each vessel 

had three captains, three engineers, greasers 

for the engine rooms and able-bodied seamen, 

cook and stewards.  Not only the technical 

skills of the captains were important, but 

also their sensitivity to humanitarian work 

was considered. After choosing the crew, 

Prepartory work for the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”

the necessary paper work was done; port 

documents, the list of workers and seamen 

certificates were completed.

Humanitarian supplies 
and their procurement 
Humanitarian supplies were selected based on 
the needs of the people in Gaza. Construction 
materials, which were needed the most but 
were hardest to find because of the Israeli 
blockade, were allocated the largest share. 
Iron and cement also took up considerable 
space in the humanitarian flotilla for the 
reconstruction or repair of many houses, 
schools, hospitals and mosques, which had 
collapsed or were seriously damaged by 
Israeli attacks. In addition to construction 
material, doors, frames, construction pipes, 
basic supplies, medicines, and technical 
equipment were also loaded onto ships.  
Moreover, playgrounds for children and tree 
saplings were among other humanitarian 
supplies loaded onto the vessels for delivery 
to Gaza.

There was stringent security surrounding the Mavi Mamara 
in the port of Antalya and all items taken onboard were 
checked. Passengers and their luggage were subjected to 
security checks similar to those found at airports before 
boarding an aircraft, including body searches. Passengers 
who were transferred from the Challenger 1 onto the Mavi 
Marmara on the ocean were subjected to the same security 
checks. 

Similar meticulous security checks were carried out on 
passengers onboard the Eleftheri Mesogios at the port in 
Greece. The Sfendoni was primarily carrying passengers but 
also had onboard a few medical items, including an ultra-
sound machine, which had been donated. The boat’s captain 
personally checked the machine and the boat to confirm that 
there were no weapons or similar items onboard. Witnesses 
also said that the cargo onboard the Rachel Corrie was 
checked by three independent authorities and sealed before 
it left Ireland. The seals remained intact when the ship was 
boarded by the Israelis. 

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Articles 88-89), September 27, 2010
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“Abject poverty” among refugees has 
tripled since the imposition of the blockade 
from 100,000 to 300,000 and 61 per cent 
of households are food insecure. There 
has been a shift in diet (from protein rich 
to low cost and high carbohydrate foods), 
triggering concerns over mineral and 
vitamin deficiencies. Moreover, Gaza has 
been affected by a protracted energy crisis, 
with the power plant operating at 30 per 
cent of its capacity, scheduled cuts of 8-12 
hours per day, leaving households with 
partial food refrigeration. Services and 
utilities are forced to rely on generators and 
UPS units vulnerable due to inconsistent 
supply of spare parts. 

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 41), 
September 27, 2010

Humanitarian relief supplies on the ships departing from Turkey

Basic needs

Dry food (3 tons)
Textile products (clothes, shoes, 
towels, bedding sets, cloth, carpets, 
kitchenware, quilts, blankets, furniture and 
mattresses)

Medical items

Ultrasound scanners, X-Ray equipment, 
electric hospital beds, dental units, dental 
instruments, Doppler echocardiography 
appliances, wheelchairs, power wheelchairs, 
electric handicapped act vehicles, stretchers, 
walkers, autoclave, mammography equipment, 
microscopes, blood circulating machines, 
haemodialysis machines, radiology equipment, 
crutches, ENT units, tomography equipment, 
operating tables, gynaecological examination 
chair, and various medical supplies

Medicines (4 tons)

Construction Materials

Iron (600 tons)

Prefabricated houses [98 units (322 tons)]

Building materials (lumber, plywood, scaffolding, 
plumbing supplies, plastic window frames, 
glass, steel wire, measuring tools, hand trolleys, 
nails, fitted appliances, bathroom fixtures, paint, 
power distribution units, stairs, insulation 
materials, water supply materials)

Cement (2,200 tons)

Ceramic tile adhesive (44 tons)

Children’s play grounds [16 unit 9,5)]

Timber (2 containers)

Technical material

Hardware devices (electric construction tools, 
machines, ovens, tile cutting machines, grinding 
machines, screwdriver, set square)

Electric generator (2 units), generator 
(5 unit85 KWH, 145 KWH of 2 units, 6 piece 
150KWH, 165 KWH of 3, and 1 unit of 1 
100 KWH35 KWH, 80 units 1-2-5 KWS)

ETC 

Desalination unit (2 units)

Stationery and toys 8,3 tons
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The İzzet Şahin Incident
İzzet Şahin was born on October 7, 1970 in 
Sivas and attended elementary school in 
the city of his birth. After completing his 
high school education in Istanbul’s Küçükköy 
Religious Vocational High School, he had his 
undergraduate degree from the Faculty of 

Hadith and Islamic Studies at Medina Islamic 

University. He went to the Republic of South 

Africa and Canada for graduate studies. In 

2007, he took up position at the Foreign 

Relations Department of IHH Humanitarian 

Relief Foundation. İzzet Şahin is married and 

the father of three children. 

In 2009, İzzet Şahin who speaks Arabic, English 

and French, was assigned responsibility to 

coordinate humanitarian aid projects and 

activities run by IHH for the people of Palestine 

and went to the West Bank on 28 November 

2009. Being in charge of supervising, inspecting 

and running different processes of IHH activities 
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directed particularly for the needy orphans, 
Şahin also embarked on taking Hebrew lessons 
at Jerusalem Hebrew University. 

On 27 April 2010, just 30 days before the 
Gaza Freedom Flotilla’s departure, İzzet Şahin 
was arrested by Israeli security forces at a 
check point in Bethlehem. He was taken to 
the city of Petah Tikva and was held at an 
interrogation centre that belongs to the Israeli 
intelligence unit Shin Bet. After six days of 
extensive interrogations each of which lasted 
for many hours, İzzet Şahin was brought before 
a military court in Ashkelon on 3 May 2010. 
The court was told that Şahin, who had not 
been informed about what he was accused 
of during his time in custody, was charged 
with “violating the security of Israeli state” 
and his custody was decided to last for three 
more days. İzzet Şahin’s detention time, who 

was again taken to the court on May 6th, was 
extended eight more days on the second trial.

Following the detention of Şahin by the Israeli 
court, his family lawyer Cihat Gökdemir, the 
family and IHH’s solicitor Gülden Sönmez and 
translator H. Zehra Öztürk went to Israel to 
act as legal counsels for İzzet Şahin. After 
persistent appeals made through the Turkish 
Embassy in Tel Aviv, the lawyers were able to 
arrange a meeting with Şahin at the detention 
centre. The lawyers who spoke to him learnt 
from Sahin that he was put under tremendous 
pressure. He was deprived of sleep and was 
held in a no-light-pitch-black 4m2 cell built 
with intricate stoned walls.

Israeli authorities, despite the lack of any legal 
evidence against İzzet Şahin, who was accused 
of violating Israeli state’s security, extended 
his detention time. This was against the law. 
Şahin’s detention, who was a worker for IHH, 
a humanitarian organization, created in the 
minds of the Turkish public that the Israeli 
move was intended to intimidate the Gaza 
Humanitarian Flotilla of which IHH was a part. 
As a result, campaigns were launched through 
press conferences all across Turkey and calls 
went out for the release of İzzet Şahin.  

İzzet Şahin again appeared before an Israeli 

judge on May 14th, this time accompanied by 

his Turkish lawyers. Although he couldn’t 

be charged with any crime, he was brought 

to court surrounded by Israeli soldiers while 

his hands and feet were shackled. After 

the trial, which gave the impression of 

fiction scene staged between the military 

judge and intelligence elements, upon the 

decision to extend Şahin’s detention time 

eight more days, his lawyers submitted a 

written demand for an urgent meeting with 

the Israeli Prime Minister, and Justice and 

Defence Ministers, and made attempts to 

meet Israeli human rights organizations. 

During this stage, the resolute position 

adopted by the Turkish Foreign Ministry 

for İzzet Şahin’s release also played an 

effective role in securing his freedom on 

May 17, 2010 when he walked out of the 

Shin Bet detention centre a freeman.

The detention of IHH’s West Bank 

representative, İzzet Şahin, was one of many 

instances of the unlawful and unjustifiable 

practices launched by Israel. There are still 

more than 11,000 political prisoners held in 

Israeli jails.
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 How the flotilla participants came together

The Gaza Freedom Flotilla was an initiative with a humanitarian mission; 
its intention was to bring all mankind together. The initiative evaluated 
all applications regardless of their religion, language, race or worldview. 
The conditions for participation in the mission and those willing to join 
it were announced on the website. It received worldwide public support. 
Application forms were available both in Turkish and English (See 
document 7). A team of health professionals formed by individuals with 
humanitarian motives, who had worked for NGOs on voluntary basis, 
included 13 doctors, two nurses and two health technicians. They all 
became members of the flotilla as well. 

Nearly 700 individuals from 37 countries from the list of applicants were 
chosen for the journey. From the departure date of the Mavi Marmara, 

which would carry the vast majority of passengers, to information 
bulletins about necessary items needed for the journey were delivered 
to each passenger by hand or via e-mail (See document 8). 

The flotilla asked all participants to sign a declaration before embarking 
on the journey (See document 9). They signed a pledge that they would 
not engage in any action that would in any way contravene the purely 
humanitarian mission of the flotilla. Signatures of all participants 
including members of each organizing institution were obtained. It was 
made clear that those acting against the law and/or rules lay down by 
the organizers would be removed from the flotilla. 

The Mission is not alone in finding 
that a deplorable situation exists 

in Gaza. It has been characterized 
as “unsustainable”. This is totally 

intolerable and unacceptable in the 
twenty-first century. It is amazing that 

anyone could characterize the condition 
of the people there as satisfying the 

most basic standards.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 

275), September 27, 2010
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Setting up infrastructure 
for the media
When all flotilla components reached a 
consensus, it was decided to run a live 
broadcast from the Mavi Marmara during the 
entire journey. Through a special technique, 
high quality broadcasting over the open sea 
was achieved. The footage covered by the 
Mavi Marmara, which was navigating in the 
open sea, could be monitored without logo 
or a decoder and anyone willing to use were 
entitled to use the footage on all TV channels. 

The fact that all those supporting the flotilla 
initiative could follow its journey via live 
broadcasts enabled them virtually to be 
physically onboard the ship. The course of 
the flotilla could be watched uninterrupted 
on www.ihh.org.tr. A very strong technical 
infrastructure, the first of its kind, was 

set up for live broadcasts from the sea. 
A test broadcast was run during the Mavi 
Marmara’s voyage from Istanbul to Antalya. 
The engineers, who operated the broadcasts 
onboard, took account of every possible 
situation about the system and formed a 
workflow procedure.   

Two Turksat frequencies were rented for live 
broadcasts. In this way, in case any individual, 
institution or state attempted to block the 
broadcast, the other frequency that was 
only known to IHH, FPA and Turksat, would 
immediately step in and the live broadcast 
continue without interruption. So any unlawful 
attempt to intercept broadcasts from the ship 
would have been watched by entirely global 
community.

Turksat 3-A is a communication satellite 
launched by Turkey on June 13, 2008. IHH 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation had hired 
two frequencies from Turksat 3A before 
the Mavi Marmara had set out on its 
voyage to make each second of its mission 
available to be watched by entire world. 
This was made possible by running a 
24-hour-live-broabcast from onboard the 
ship for the first time.

The frequencies of the Mavi Marmara
Turksat 3-A Satellite
Downlink frequency: 11154 Mhz
Downlink Pol: H (Horizontal)
SR: 2222
FEC: 5/6
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The legal process
Consultations between lawyers and 
international legal experts were made at 
the departure point of the flotilla taking 
humanitarian aid to Gaza under an illegal Israeli 
siege. The route, its access to Gaza and the 
delivery process of supplies and what course 
within international waters the flotilla would 
follow were all worked out in advance.

The Palestine National Authority was informed 
about the cargo and the route of the flotilla 
in writing. The Israeli authorities were also 
informed through a written appeal sent as 
early as January 1, 2009 to allow the delivery of 
humanitarian relief aid to Gaza via land and sea 
by IHH (See document 10). During these one-
and-a-half-years, prior to the flotilla setting 
out on its voyage, Israel gave no response, 
positive or negative to appeals from IHH.

Not only the flotilla’s constituent units from 
different countries but also retired military, legal 
and communications experts were consulted 
on the journey to Gaza. Some experts felt that 
there was a possibility of Israeli interception of 
the flotilla. Based on this, they provided their 
legal advice according to various possibilities. 
The purpose and action plan of the flotilla 
was framed within international boundaries. 
During the commission meeting attended also 
by the ships’ captains, the possibility of military 
interception against the passenger ships was 
considered low.  For the experts, cargo ships, 
which held relatively lower risk for the Israelis, 
would be far more attractive targets rather 
than a passenger ship with civilians onboard. 
This would be especially the case if the Israelis 
were going to use live ammunition, which was 
a distinct possibility. If the Israelis blockaded 

Prepartory work for the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”

the cargo vessels, there would be little point 
for the Mavi Marmara to proceed on its way to 
Gaza because it was not carrying any provisions 
for the besieged people there. It was, therefore, 
decided, that should this situation arise, the Mavi 
Marmara would stay in the open waters of the 
Mediterranean. For this reason, enough food and 
water to last a month was stored on the ship. 

A)  United Nations (UN) Security Council Resolution 242, November 22, 1967
The Security Council; 
Emphasizing the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war and the 
need to work for a just and lasting peace in which every State in the area can 
live in security,
Emphasizing further that all Member States in their acceptance of the Charter 
of the United Nations have undertaken a commitment to act in accordance with 
Article 2 of the Charter,

1. Affirms that the fulfilment of Charter principles requires the establishment of 
a just and lasting peace in the Middle East which should include the application 
of both the following principles:

a. Withdrawal of Israel armed forces from territories occupied in the 
recent conflict;
b. Termination of all claims or states of belligerency and respect for and 
acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of every State in the area and their right to live in peace 
within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force;

2. Affirms further the necessity
a. For guaranteeing freedom of navigation through international waterways 
in the area;
b. For achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem;
c. For guaranteeing the territorial inviolability and political independence 
of every State in the area, through measures including the establishment 
of demilitarized zones;

B)  UN Security Council Resolution 338 October 22, 1973
The Security Council;
1. Calls upon all parties to the present fighting to cease all firing and terminate 
all military activity immediately, no later than 12 hours after the moment of 
the adoption of this decision, in the positions they now occupy;
2. Calls upon the parties concerned to start immediately after the cease-fire the 
implementation of Security Council resolution 242 (1967) in all of its parts;
3. Decides that, immediately and concurrently with the cease-fire, negotiations 
shall start between the parties concerned under appropriate auspices aimed at 
establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle East.

Up to the year 2010, at least eight sea convoys were sent 
to Gaza; five of them achieved success by reaching their 
destination while three were intercepted by the Israeli 
navy. The Gaza Freedom Flotilla was the ninth among 
those convoys.
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Embarkation documents for the vessels leaving 
Turkey had given Gaza as the official final 
destination, although customs documents stated 
the destination as Lebanon since the computer 
system did not include Gaza as a designated port 
of entry. Some crew members interviewed from 
certain boats said that they understood the 
intention; to sail first to Egypt and then enter 
Gaza waters from the west.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-
Finding Mission (Article 92), September 27, 2010

The international waters are free seas 
which are out of the limit of territorial waters of 
sovereign countries. Those waters are not part 
of any continental shelf of any country and can 
be used by all countries as they are open sea.

While the flotilla preparations were 

underway, work in Gaza started to welcome 

the flotilla. 

The repair work to prepare the Port of 

Gaza, which could not be used because of 

the blockade, was started to make it ready 

to allow ships to dock. The various aspects 

of work were realized in coordination with 

officials and non-governmental organizations 

by IHH’s Gaza office. Cleaning work of the 

port was organized on a 24-hour-work cycle 

but severe limitations on access to necessary 

equipment because of the blockade made 

it difficult. It was not possible to clear the 

sludge deposited at the bottom of the sea, 

Preparations in Gaza to 
welcome the flotilla

The route of Gaza 
Freedom Flotilla
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again because of lack of suitable equipment. 
As a consequence, it was decided that in the 
event of the port not being able to be ready 
for the flotilla, an artificial port formed of 
pontoons in the middle of the sea allowing 
large tonnage ships to dock, was built. But 
the pontoons were kept on land to protect 
them from a possible Israeli attack. But this 
artificial pontoons port that was not adequate 
to support heavy loads. Therefore tons of 
humanitarian supplies onboard the flotilla 
were going to be transferred to smaller boats 
with the cranes loaded aboard Defne Y and 

then transported to Gaza.

Official preparations in Gaza
·Arranging hotels and gymnasiums where the flotilla volunteers would live during their stay in Gaza.

·Making arrangements for a welcoming ceremony in Gaza for the volunteers.

·Preparing cars to help transport the volunteers.

·Organizing an awards ceremony that will be attended by Prime Minister Ismail Haniyyah

·Setting up the post of Gaza to meet the ships 

·Establishing commissions that will guide the volunteers during their stay in Gaza

·Establishing a communications commission to provide uninterrupted communication between the volunteers and the people of Gaza.

·Staying in contact with journalists and establishing a media department to follow international and national coverage of the flotilla

The port that the ships were going to dock in was 
adorned with the flags of countries the humanitarian 
volunteers belong to. The placards read: “The Freedom 
Flotilla heroes, Welcome” were hung in Turkish and 
English. As well as the high officials of the government 
in Gaza, representatives of humanitarian organizations 
and NGOs, which are active in Gaza and lots of media 
members and a group of some 2000 individuals 
comprising family members of the Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails, were expected to attend the 
welcoming ceremony at the port.

Mohammed Mortaja (Journalist/Gaza)

Even if Israel stops those ships, these are the beginning 
of other ships that will come. The message of the 
flotilla is open and clear. The entire world is against 
the Israeli blockade on Gaza. We are experiencing 
historical moments towards an end to the blockade 
imposed upon Gaza.
Prime Minister Ismail Heniyyah
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 Send off ceremony for the 
flotilla
After all preparations work was completed, 
the departure dates were determined for the 
ships. The Mavi Marmara, which was going to 
take the passengers embarking from Turkey, 
decided to sail from Istanbul at the same time 
that other boats were departing from Europe 
on May 22, 2010 (See document 11). The Mavi 
Marmara was to unite with other ships of IHH 
in Antalya and after taking onboard some more 
passengers from there, the Mavi Marmara was 
to link up in the Mediterranean with other 
ships coming from Europe.

E-mail and text-messages of Mavi Marmara’s 
departure from Istanbul were sent to all 
concerned individuals and institutions; ads 
were published in the newspapers and 
hand-outs were prepared for distribution. 

The farewell ceremony was attended with 
by thousands of people in Sarayburnu Port, 
Istanbul. Calls for peace for the world and 
Palestine were made during the ceremony, 
and doves symbolizing peace were set free.

Until the day the ships finally sailed, the 
passengers gathered in Kepez sports hall at 
Antalya.

Antalya was chosen as the common point in 
order to undergo all necessary controls at one 
time and to provide access for relief volunteers, 
which comprised members of parliament from 
different countries, artists, clergy of various 
faiths and activists, again coming from 
many different countries. The Mavi Marmara 
sailed from Istanbul with 42 people onboard 
consisting of the ship’s company and some 
staff members of the organization. All customs 
procedures and body and luggage checks of the 
team were carried out by customs officials in 

Istanbul. The people onboard were in charge of 
supervising technical preparations, providing 
a workable press room and organizing food 
and beverages during the journey.

The participants and crew arriving at Antalya 
from Turkey and other countries to join 
the flotilla were body-searched according 
to international customs procedures; their 
passports were checked according to required 
legal procedures and in May 27, 2010 they 
were taken to the ship. The customs checks 
for the ships were finalized and the officials 
confirmed with signed documents that the 
ships were loaded only with humanitarian 
cargo and that the passengers onboard did 
not carry any dangerous goods.

In addition to the activists from 37 countries, 
nearly 700 individuals including a large number 
of reporters, and members of parliament from 
the Middle East and European countries joined 
the flotilla. Standing for the world’s conscience, 
these participants were going to deliver aid 
supplies to Gaza. They were also prepared to 
form a human shield to provide security for the 
aid supplies to reach their destination because 
it was assumed Israel would not launch an 
attack against unarmed civilians.

All customs checks of the flotilla ships were 
conducted at the ports they departed from. 
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Making note of the fact that concepts of human 
rights and humanitarian aid can really mean 
something significant at a time when they 
have been sacrificed at the alter of power and 
self-interest, the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla”, was 
exposed to Israeli threats from the first day 
preparations for the humanitarian aid mission 
began. This initiative organized by six NGOs 
was supported by hundreds of institutions 
that comprised entirely civilians. The mission 
had no military purpose whatsoever, nor were 
there any military personnel involved, at least 
from the side of the flotilla. Even so, Israel 
attempted to subvert it at every stage of its 
preparations. 

The flotilla had set sail to fulfil a responsibility 
that should be fulfilled on behalf of all 
humanity. Its intention was to deliver 
humanitarian relief to Gaza and its mission 

was to open an aid corridor. For the first time, 
the individuals that comprised part of the 
flotilla organization bought ships with their 
own donations; they worked extremely hard 
and filled the ships with aid supplies and took 
to the high seas to deliver much needed help 
with their own hands. So as a legal right, and 
in response to its conscience, as a politically 
independent entity, the group took its place 
on the stage of history and made a mark on it. 

Furthermore, the closure regime is 
considered by the Mission to constitute 

collective punishment of the people living 
in the Gaza Strip and thus to be illegal and 

contrary to Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 

The Mission considers that the 
enforcement of an illegal blockade does 

not only constitute a violation of the 
laws of war, but also a violation of the 

laws of neutrality giving rise to State 
responsibility.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 59, 60, 61), 

September 27, 2010

The Mission finds that the policy of 
blockade or closure regime, including the 
naval blockade imposed by Israel on Gaza 

was inflicting disproportionate civilian 
damage. The Mission considers that the 

naval blockade was implemented in support 
of the overall closure regime. As such 

it was part of a single disproportionate 
measure of armed conflict and as such 

cannot itself be found proportionate. 
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Ships sailed at different dates to link up in the Mediterranean

Mavi Marmara
Set out from Istanbul to 
Antalya on May 22, 2010, 
and moved from Antalya 
towards Gaza on May 27, 
2010. 

Gazze I
Sailed from Istanbul to 
Iskenderun on May 14, 
2010, and then from 
İskenderun to Gaza on May 
22, 2010. 

Defne Y
Sailed from Istanbul to Gaza 
on May 24, 2010 

Eleftheri Mesogios 
Set sail from the port 
of Piraeus in Greece 
on May 24, 2010 heading 
to Gaza.

Sfendoni
(Boat 8000)
Set sailed from the 
Piereus Port of Greece 
for Gaza on May 25, 
2010.

Challenger I
Departed from Crete to Gaza 
on May 29, 2010

Challenger II
Departed from Crete to 
Gaza on May 29, 2010. But 
due to a breakdown in its 
engines, it withdrew from 
the flotilla. Some of its 
passengers were transferred 
to Challenger 1 and others 
to the Mavi Marmara in 
international waters.

Rachel Corrie
Sailed from Dundalk port of 
Ireland on May 14, 2010. 
The ship developed problems 
soon right after departure 
and after repairs, again set 
sail from the Irish Greenore 
Port. The port of destination 
was Malta and Rachel 
Corrie arrived in Malta May 
29, 2010. It  left Malta the 
following day.
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01 Nisan 2010

Sayın Yetkili,

Filistin halkı desteğinizi bekliyor!

 
İsrail’in Gazze halkına uyguladığı ambargonun etkileri geçen yılki saldırıların ardından 
ölümcül boyutlarda devam etmektedir.Ocak 2009’da gerçekleşen saldırılarda birçok sivil 
yerleşim birimi ile birlikte camiler, okullar, su kuyuları ve Gazze’nin tüm altyapısı yerle bir 
edilmişti.

Üç yıldır insanlık dışı ambargo, kuşatma ve yoksullaştırma ile kitlesel cezalandırmaya 
tabi tutulan Gazze’de sistematik saldırılarla insanların tüm yaşam ümitleri yok edilmek 
istenmektedir.Gazze açlık, ilaçsızlık, yakıt sıkıntısı ve tüm yoksun bırakma çabalarına 
rağmen direncini kaybetmemiş ve seçilmiş hükümetini sahiplenmekten geri durmamıştır.

Bizler İsrail’i bu katliam sebebiyle kınamaktan öte yapılabilecek işler olduğuna inanıyoruz.
Bu amaçla geniş bir organizasyon başlatmış bulunuyoruz.Bu organizasyonla bir yandan 
bölgede ihtiyaç hissedilen yardım malzemeleri toplanacak, diğer yandan toplanan bu 
yardım malzemelerinin Gazze’ye ulaştırılması için gemilerle bir yardım koridoru açılacaktır.

Bu amaçla Filistin halkının yanında olduğumuzu göstermek üzere gerçekleştireceğimiz 

organizasyonumuzda sizlerin de desteğini görmek istiyoruz.

>Document 1
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Press Release
April 3, 2010

“Coalition to Break the Blockade on Gaza Announced”

Istanbul, Turkey - Following months of preparation, a coalition bringing together a number of 
organizations and movements working to break Israel’s illegal blockade on Gaza was announced yesterday 
in Istanbul. The coalition, comprised of the Turkey-based IHH (Insani Yardim Vakfi) organization, the 
European Campaign to End the Siege on Gaza (ECESG), the Greek Ship to Gaza campaign, the Swedish 
Ship to Gaza campaign and the Free Gaza Movement, will launch a flotilla of ships laden with cargo, 
media, parliamentarians, celebrities and activists to Gaza next month.

The flotilla will be composed of at least eight vessels, including three cargo ships, and will set sail from 
European ports starting on May 3, reaching the port of Gaza later in the month. Over 500 passengers 
from more than 20 countries will take part, and over 5,000 tons of cargo, including cement, prefabricated 
housing, other building materials, medical equipment, and educational supplies will be delivered to 
Palestinians in Gaza. 

The Free Gaza Movement has been launching ships to Gaza since August 2008, partnering with 
organizations and activists around the world on these missions. In December 2009, IHH led a land 
convoy to Gaza that brought tons of humanitarian aid and other supplies. In January 2010 the European 
Campaign brought 50 parliamentarians to Gaza in solidarity with the Palestinian people and to witness 
the devastation wrought by Israel’s illegal policies. Ship to Gaza/Greece and Ship to Gaza/Sweden 
meanwhile have had ongoing campaigns in their countries to raise awareness and funds for this effort 
and for materials to be brought to Gaza.

“Through this coalition, these organizations will be able to maximize resources, experience and 
commitment to ending the illegal siege on Gaza. Even as Israel continues its daily persecution of 
Palestinians, we will use this action to wake the world’s consciousness about the crimes committed 
against Palestinians,” said IHH President Bulent Yildirim.

The coalition invites organizations and individuals from around the world to join the effort by providing 
supplies for Gaza and contributing financial support for the mission. 

Contact:

Free Gaza Movement - www.freegaza.org

ECESG - www.savegaza.eu

IHH - www.ihh.org.tr

Ship to Gaza / Greece - www.shiptogaza.gr

Ship to Gaza / Sweden - www.shiptogaza.se

>Document 2
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 Press Release, 27.05.2010, Antalya-Turkey

Palestine Our Route, Humanitarian Aid Our Load Flotilla, which consists of 9 ships, carrying 750 passengers in total including 35 MPs, numerous press mem-
 bers, artists, intellectuals, writers, representatives from NGOs, activists, women and children and 15,000 tons of humanitarian aid cargo. On the other hand,
millions of people around the world have been watching this flotilla in their own countries, as supporters.

 These ships are carrying onboard the common conscience of people of the world, prayers and wishes in all languages, playgrounds for children, medical aid
 supplies for the injured and the sick, construction materials for building back the schools for the children and homes of thousands who currently live in tents
 or in ruins. The cargo of the ships has been checked and approved by independent international organizations; the ships are certainly carrying nothing else
 but humanitarian aid. Israel claims that they are helping Gaza. We know that Israel only allows clothing items sold by Israeli dealers and has given nominal
 permissions to a few sick and injured people out of Gaza. However, basic needs of Palestinians are completely different both in terms of quality and quantity.
This fact has been openly stated in numerous reports by international organizations. Aid cargo on these ships include power units to be used in order to main-
 tain access to clean water, construction materials for building homes, children’s playgrounds as means of psychosocial rehabilitation for the children of Gaza,
tools and equipments to restore the downed sewerage system of Gaza which now threatens the public health... etc.

 Moreover, Israel claims that they are allowing all of the NGOs attempting to bring humanitarian aid into Gaza. It is proven by documents that this is a lie. Also
 the application filed by IHH received no response. This fact stated here is again based on official documents. On the other hand, UNRWA has declared that the
 aid cargo carried by the flotilla is very important for Gaza and much needed by the people of Palestine, stating that they hope this rightful and needed flotilla
would not become subject to illegal obstructions by Israel.

 Current Israeli government causes itself to become isolated by declaring everyone as its enemy. In fact, it is isolating the Jewish people by doing so. It has
 turned Gaza into a prisoner camp and has been carrying out a genocide. This camp and genocidal acts very much resemble Hitler’s actions in history. It is an
 important duty for all the Jews, especially the Jews from Turkey living in Israel. We are calling out to them and to all people of Israel to stand for justice. We
would like them to also know that Jewish people that live in Israel will become totally isolated from the rest of the world thanks to these Israeli policies. Beca-
 use Israel waged a war against peace and humanity. Soon, they may face great difficulties and embargo because of this reason. If, one day, they turn into an
 embargo-stricken nation in need of humanitarian aid, everybody in this flotilla campaign will again work with the same degree of determination and passion
 to break the embargo that will be imposed on them.

 The statements and the attitude of Israeli officials should be seen an attitude against peace. Their reaction does not comply with the requirements of logic and
 humanity. As long as people of Israel remain silent, they will be supporting these invasive and inhumane policies which are completely against international
 laws. As a matter of fact, this attitude ignited serious debates among Israeli public. The most necessary and right thing Israel will do is to allow these ships
into Gaza.

 It is important to underline the fact that this flotilla has got a humanitarian agenda only. This flotilla gathered its support from the people of the world and it
 is the voice of the common conscience of all humankind. Its legitimacy comes from the international laws and the conscience of all humankind. It is obviously
 and indisputably a legitimate act. The people of the world are now taking a stance against the occupation, attacks and the embargo carried out by Israel which
are more dangerous than nuclear weapons for humankind and the future generations.

 This campaign has been completely organized by NGOs and these are all independent organizations. The only place they depend on is the hearts of those
good people.

 Israel claims that this is a campaign to support Hamas. We need to make it clear that none of those organizations is the addressee of this campaign, whether
it be Hamas, PLO or any other leftist organizations. Our only addressee is the people of Palestine.

This embargo is a crime against humanity and a shameful thing. It has been happening in our lifetime. Today, we are the ones responsible to the future gene-
 rations as the witnesses of this inhumane embargo and we will carry out all these humanitarian efforts to fulfill that responsibility. We believe that there is
enough space for everyone in this world and we can all live together peacefully in this world.

The Free Gaza Movement (FG)
 The European Campaign to End the Siege on Gaza (ECESG)
 İHH İnsani Yardım Vakfı
 Ship to Gaza Greece
 Ship to Gaza Sweden
The International Committee to Lift the Siege on Gaza
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April 27, 2010

Istanbul 

His Excellency 

Ban Ki-Moon 

United Nations General Secretary

Gaza has been under an embargo imposed by Israel, which refuses to accept the outcome of the democratic 
elections in Palestine which were held in early 2006, and the people of Gaza are being left to die gradually. 
Palestinians have been deprived of even their most basic human needs.

In Gaza, where 60 percent of the population lives under the poverty line, thousands of people lack homes 
because of the illegal Israeli embargo. Residents of about 4,000 houses that were destroyed in the latest 
Israeli offensive are living in tents or with their relatives, because the importing of construction materials into 
Gaza is not allowed. There is also a shortage of urgently needed medicines due to the border restrictions. Many 
patients are crippled or die due to a lack of adequate medication and medical equipment.

IHH successfully organized the “Viva Palestina” aid convoy in January of this year to break the embargo by 
land, and is now preparing for another convoy by sea. Thousands of volunteers across the globe have been 
working intensively to make this international solidary campaign a success, while at the same time counting 
down to the departure of many tons of aid items collected for Palestine via non-governmental efforts 
throughout the world.

The flotilla will carry medical supplies and construction materials in 10 ships together with more than 600 
participants including parliamentarians, artists, intellectuals, activists, doctors…etc from more than 40 
countries. The ships will be delivering more than 5,000 tons of humanitarian aid to Gaza in May thanks to 
those hundreds of people with a conscience. 

The siege is a crime against humanity and its implementation would not be acceptable on any community. We 
must remove the embargo as people of conscience who are responsible to mankind, to the next generations 
and to the children of Palestine. We hope, through this flotilla campaign, “Palestine Our Route, Humanitarian 
Aid Our Load”, that the embargo will be removed and the humanitarian aid we deliver will bring relief to the 
people of Palestine. On behalf of the flotilla which represents the common conscience of the people of the 
world, we invite you to support this campaign to bring an end to the embargo.

Kind Regards    
  

Atty F. Bulent Yildirim 
President of IHH 

(The Foundation For Human Rights and 
Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief)
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PALESTINE OUR ROUTE
HUMANITARIAN AID OUR LOAD

GAZA FLOTILLA INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION FORM

General Information:

• For individual participation on the Flotilla to Gaza, the following Participant Application Form should be 
filled in and emailed to filo@ihh.org.tr or faxed to 00 90 212 671 7051. 

• Individual applications will be evaluated and vetted by the IHH Gaza Flotilla Committee.

• Selected participants will have to sign an undertaking.

• Every participant will supply their own sleeping bags, clothes, food, and other basic necessities. 

• The ships that will set off from Istanbul will sail to Gaza through international waters, calling at the 
ports Mersin.   

• The ships will set off with their cargo from Istanbul and Mersin, while the participants can also board 
the ships either in Mersin.

• The relief supplies will be loaded onto ships in Istanbul and Mersin depending on their proximity to 
either port.

• Participants from Turkey do not need visas, although they are required to carry passports that have a 
validity date of at least six months. However, participants from other countries are responsible for their 
own visa procedure for Turkey.

• Participants should be between the ages 18 and 60, and those over 50 may be asked to provide medical 
documentation confirming they are fit for a long sea voyage.

• The ships are planned to set off on 15th of May from İstanbul and 18th of May from Mersin.

• Participants will return to Turkey on the same ships after they have delivered the relief supplies to 
Gaza.

 For Detailed Information:
IHH The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief
Ph: 00 90 212 631 21 21 Ext: 245      Web: www.ihh.org.tr/filistin

REGISTRATION
 (Please enter your full legal name as it appears on your passport) 

Name Last Name

Adress

Telephone E-mail

Date of birth Gender   Male  Female

Nationalty Passport no

Passport Issue Date Passport Expiration Date

Date Joining
Emergency Contact 

Phone

Do you agree with 

terms & condi-

tions?

  Yes  No

What is the possible amount to contri-

bute in the campaign? (personally or 

as a group, etc) 
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Dear Participant,

 We would like to thank you for your interest in the International Humanitarian Aid Flotilla which will sail
on to Gaza Strip

 Your participation to the Gaza Freedom Flotilla has been accepted.

Below, you can find important dates and the details of the program:

 • Saturday, 22 th of May, 2010; a press conference is to be held at 11.00 a.m., in Sarayburnu, Istanbul

• Saturday, 22 th of May, 2010; the ships will be sent off following the press conference

• Sunday, 23 th of May, 2010; a meeting is to be held at IHH with the participants

• Monday, 24 th of May, 2010; arrival and spending the night over in Antalya.

 • Tuesday, 25 th of May, 2010; participants are to board the ship and the ship will embark on to meet
the other ships.

• Thursday, 27 th of May, 2010; flotilla’s arrival at Gaza Strip.

• 28-29-30 th of May, 2010; conducting visits and stay in Gaza.

• Monday, 31 st of May, 2010; embarking on the return journey from Gaza.

 • Wednesday, 2 nd of June, 2010; arrival in Antalya.

 At the meeting on the 22 nd of May, in Istanbul, all participants will be required to sign a “contract”. Those who
 refuse to sign the contract, will not be let onboard the ships to Gaza. Another meeting will be held in Antalya
 prior to the departure of the ships for those who are not able to attend the meeting in Istanbul, there, they
 will be provided with a chance to sign the contract. Those participants who will not be able to attend the
meeting in Istanbul need to inform the Foundation about their situation immediately.

 Free food will be served onboard on a daily basis by our Foundation, in three meals, as breakfast, lunch and
 dinner. In addition to this, each participant is welcome to bring their own food. Also, every participant needs
 to bring with him/her a sleeping bag, a light blanket, mat, torch light, clothing items (at least a-week supply,
 suitable for various weather conditions), his/her personal medications, sea-sickness medications (please ask
 your doctor), personal care items and sanitary goods. Items that may be regarded as weaponry/tools for
 attack under international laws such as guns and firearms, martial arts items, explosives, chemicals, sharp
objects and drugs and narcotic substances will not be let onboard under any circumstances.

 Participants are expected to cover all costs of travel and accommodation within Turkey.

P.S. If any changes occur to the dates and the details of this program, the participants will be informed of 

the situation via email.
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 “PALESTINE OUR ROUTE, HUMANITARIAN AID OUR LOAD” INTERNATIONAL
HUMANITARIAN AID FLOTILLA

 This document, is a “CONTRACT” accepted by the passengers of the ship which will sail from Turkey on
 forth to Palestine and back “Palestine Our Route, Humanitarian Aid Our Load” flotilla, starting from their
 departure off of the harbor in Turkey, ending at their return to the departure point (to Turkey), defining
the terms and conditions of situations of conflict facing the passengers and/or the ship during their jo-
  urney and code of conduct between the participants of the journey themselves and with third parties.

PRINCIPLES:

 1) Purpose: Purposes of this journey are to create an awareness amongst world public and
 international organizations on the inhumane and unjust embargo on Palestine and to
contribute to end this embargo which clearly violates human rights and delivering huma-
nitarian relief to the Palestinians.

 2) Participants: Participants , who serve for the purposes of carrying humanitarian relief
 to Palestine and bringing up the Gaza and Palestine issue in a humanistic manner to the
 agenda without any discrimination of religion, language, ethnicity, and organizations
they belonged, are one each honorable representatives.

3) Method: Participants of this journey has no –hidden or declared- agenda other than breaking the inhu-
mane embargo on Palestine and contributing to peace in the region and peace in the world.

4) Objective: Main objective of the journey is the arrival of the ship in the harbor of Palestine and emb-
 racing the people of Palestine (who are currently under embargo) and return of the ship to the harbor
 of departure.

 5) Equality: Participants of this journey, no matter what political party, view, institution etc they may
 belong to, are all equal. They will take part in decisions during the journey based on this principle and
 benefit from the materials, tools and equipments provided for the participants of the journey again in
accordance with this principle of equality.

 6) Administration: All participants of this journey are bound to follow the decisions on all affairs taken
 by the IHH Administration.

 7) Responsibilities: Participants of the journey embark on the ship completely on their own free will
 and they accept responsibility for the legal, administrative, financial and punitive consequences of this
  journey, completely on their own.

 8) Solidarity: Participants of this journey will act in a perfect solidarity towards achieving the goals of

the journey, from the starting point till the end of the journey.

“PALESTINE OUR ROUTE, HUMANITARIAN AID OUR LOAD” INTERNATIONAL

This document, is a “CONTRACT” accepted by the passengers of the ship which will sail from Turkey on
forth to Palestine and back “Palestine Our Route, Humanitarian Aid Our Load” flotilla, starting from their
departure off of the harbor in Turkey, ending at their return to the departure point (to Turkey), defining
the terms and conditions of situations of conflict facing the passengers and/or the ship during their jo-
urney and code of conduct between the participants of the journey themselves and with third parties.

Purpose: Purposes of this journey are to create an awareness amongst world public and
international organizations on the inhumane and unjust embargo on Palestine and to
contribute to end this embargo which clearly violates human rights and delivering huma-

Participants: Participants , who serve for the purposes of carrying humanitarian relief
to Palestine and bringing up the Gaza and Palestine issue in a humanistic manner to the
agenda without any discrimination of religion, language, ethnicity, and organizations

 Participants of this journey has no –hidden or declared- agenda other than breaking the inhu-

 Main objective of the journey is the arrival of the ship in the harbor of Palestine and emb-
racing the people of Palestine (who are currently under embargo) and return of the ship to the harbor

 Participants of this journey, no matter what political party, view, institution etc they may
belong to, are all equal. They will take part in decisions during the journey based on this principle and
benefit from the materials, tools and equipments provided for the participants of the journey again in

 All participants of this journey are bound to follow the decisions on all affairs taken

 Participants of the journey embark on the ship completely on their own free will
and they accept responsibility for the legal, administrative, financial and punitive consequences of this

 Participants of this journey will act in a perfect solidarity towards achieving the goals of

GUARANTEE:

 Based on the aforementioned principles, I, hereby, completely on myown will, state that,

1) During the journey, I will not be carrying any cutting tools, che- micals, explosives or fire arms regarded as weapons of destruction / arms by international laws, any tools that do not coincide with the goals of this journey, or any illegal substances onboard.
 2) I will declare my personal belongings and valuables such as cash, credit cards and documentation such as identification papers andpassports in detail prior to departure and I will not be carrying any- thing of monetary value over the limits defined by the platform.

 3) I will not be asking for any kind of special treatment no matterwhat and will not behave in a way that is against the principle of equ- ality among the participants.

 4) I will not do or say anything to damage the motivation and belief ofthe other participants to the aims of this journey.
 5) I will not do or say anything to offend other participants regardingtheir beliefs, their community, sect, political view, race, philosophy…etc.

 6) I will act according to the decisions made by the board or the ge- neral assembly throughout the journey no matter what my personalopinion may be and I will not act individually apart from the others.
7) I will not hold anyone else liable for the legal, administrative, puni- tive and financial consequences I may encounter during the journey, I accept all the consequences and troubles that may arise, completely on my own.

 8) Should the journey extend longer than it has been planned, I will act accordingly with all the decisions made on this subject and act in accordance with the requirements of the journey, will not leave the group until the objectives are achieved.

 9) I will not act individually, on my behalf or together with others unless based on a properly made legitimate decision, I will not leavethe group or attempt to leave.

 10) I will not speak against this activity of Freedom Flotilla Platform, in a way that will stop or negatively affect similar activities, prior to the journey or afterwards.

 11) I will not carry out any verbal or non-verbal interventions to anyof the participants including the crew, unless a legitimate board deci- sion exists, I will never intervene to the third parties neither verballynor non-verbally.

 12) Given that the embargo on Palestine is inhumane and illegal under the light of international laws, I will not obey by the decisions, warnings or demands of the governments of countries in the region regarding this ship, in the direction of continuation of the embargo, I will, if necessary, join in civil protests and I accept all the legal and punitive consequences of this.

13) During the journey, should we become subject to verbal or non- verbal, legal or illegal interventions by others, I will not give out any negative statements or accusations to official or unofficial authorities against any of the participants of this journey.
 14) I will give authorizations to the attorneys chosen by the platformto apply to international or national authorities against the legal in- terventions we may encounter during the journey, I will not authorize any other party until the end of the journey, unless a proper decisionis made by the board.

 15) During the journey, I will acknowledge that I am representing the people of Turkey and that this campaign is of crucial importance tothe people of Palestine.

 16) I accept the judicial authority of Turkish courts, Istanbul courts and debt enforcement offices regarding all the international conflicts which may arise during the journey involving myself.
I hereby swear on my honor and dignity and accept, declare and gua- rantee all of the statement above.

Name-Surname: _________________________________________
Signature :______________________________________________
Date :__________________________________________________
Telephone No    :__________________________________________
Address :___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name :  ________________________________
Emergency Contact Numbers:  _______________________________
Emergency Contact Emails : ________________________________
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GAZZE’ye İnsani Yardım Filosu Cumartesi Yola Çıkıyor!

Filistin halkına yardım ulaştırılması ve İsrail’in Filistin’de uyguladığı ambar-
gonun kaldırılması için bugüne kadar gerçekleştirilen en büyük insani yar-
dım filosu İHH İnsani Yardım Vakfı’nın öncülüğünde 9 gemi ile yola çıkıyor. 
Türkiye’den ve dünyadan milyonlarca insanın desteği ile oluşturulan filoda 
yer alacak gemiler 22 Mayıs Cumartesi günü saat 11.00’de Sirkeci’den demir 
alıyor. Yardım filosunu uğurlamak ve Filistin halkına selamlarımızı gönder-
mek üzere Sirkeci’de buluşuyoruz. 

Karadan ve denizden teknelerle yapılacak olan uğurlamaya tüm Filistin dost-
larını bekliyoruz!

 Tarih: 22 Mayıs Cumartesi

 Saat: 11.00

 Yer: Sarayburnu /Sirkeci

>Document 11
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Account of 
the Mavi 
Marmara 

Sea Journey

Meeting
Kepez Sports Hall Antalya
May 24, 2010
The flotilla participants, who will board the 
Mavi Marmara bound for Gaza, have departed 
for Antalya from their respective countries. 
And here in Antalya there is a clear sky and 
refreshing temperature. People from Istanbul, 
Siirt, London, Jakarta, Sana‘a and from many 
more countries are slowly gathering in 
Antalya’s Kepez Sports Hall. The buses that 
departed from Istanbul the previous day have 
arrived in Antalya. Some people accompanied 
the participants all the way from their cities to 
say goodbye while other passengers were bid 
farewell by thousands of people at the airport. 
All the people bound for Gaza are treated like 
they are embarking on a sacred journey.

To some this journey bears immense 
significance and is something they have not 
experienced in their entire life. While our 
destination is Gaza, some appear to be in a 
hurry for another journey. Everybody is about 
to set out for the very depth of their souls, 
weighing up the meaning of life itself. For 
some this would be like a rebirth. 

Travel arrangements for most participants 
were as complicated as the effort spent on 

getting the ships ready for sail. Some had 
experienced difficulty in convincing their 
parents to allow them to join the Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla while others had to struggle to get leave 
from their jobs. Yet many found themselves 
on the road even while the possibility of ever 
joining the flotilla appeared remote. Writers, 
peace activists, artists, journalists, opinion 
leaders, academics, member of parliaments and 
other people from all walks of life and different 
parts of the world were all passengers on the 
same road, this time bound for Gaza.

Gaza Freedom Flotilla was departing. 

And I thought to myself “Ah, I wish I was 

onboard that boat”. But I didn’t know 

how this would come true as I didn’t have 

any other experience other than keeping 

company with some injured Palestinian, 

who had come to Istanbul, by translating 

for them. It was Allah’s grace that I was 

able to participate in that journey.

Beyza Kezban Aktürk
(1984/Educator/Ankara, Turkey)
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“He couldn’t resist the idea when he heard 

about the kind of humanitarian boat that 

was to set out, and he had applied for it 

without letting us know. We couldn’t of 

course say no after he had told us he was 

leaving for Gaza onboard the ship after his 

application was approved. We knew that 

if Furkan asked for something, he had to 

have a solid justification for it. This was 

the way his life was and he hadn’t made 

any request before so we could not say no. 

After all, his request was quite reasonable. 

Considering he might be away for a long 

time, he told us before leaving: “Register me 

at the university if I can’t come myself”. We 

were quite confident he was going to make 

it and return home safely after completing 

this noble journey. As a matter of fact, he 

had got the exam results just as he was 

going on board the boat. And his grade was 

pretty high. He was going to Istanbul to 

study medicine.”

Ahmet Doğan (Furkan Doğan’s father)

My basic motivation for joining the Freedom 

Flotilla was that I cared deeply about the 

fate of the Palestinian people, and was 

willing to help them end their suffering. 

Also after living under a militaristic, neo-

fascist [Bush] government for eight years–

that had destroyed our economy, and 

practically ruined my business–this journey 

would renew my nearly broken spirit. Since 

I was unable to join any of the previous 

journeys, I sensed that I must either seize 

this opportunity or forever regret not being 

part of a historic event that would be very 

important for the issue of the Israeli/

Palestinian conflict.

Gene St. Onge

(1946/Construction Engineer/USA)

It feels like Antalya Kepez Sports Hall is hosting 
an international festival. The different voices 
that reach the ears once you are in and the 

variety of scenes that catch the eyes reflect 
the universality of the gathering. Every corner 
is filled with the flags of contributing nations 
and a gigantic Palestinian flag accompanying 
them… Banners everywhere hanging from 
one corner of the facility to the other in 
Turkish, English, Arabic, Malay and Hebrew; 
“Bon Voyage!”, “Have a safe journey”, “End 
embargo in Gaza!” 

A moment drops for each tiny second at 

Kepez. The words that would sum those 

moments up are unity, solidarity and peace. 

A unity that starts first in Palestine for 

justice.

Üsame Sekizkardeş

(1994/Student/Istanbul, Turkey)

The first night at Kepez opens with a press 
conference. According to the news, Israel is 

issuing threats for the flotilla not to set sail. 
It announced that it had set up tents where 
the participants of the Freedom Flotilla will 
be interrogated and that it will seize the 
boats. The flotilla organizers on the other 
hand insisted on highlighting again and again: 
Humanitarian help to Gaza.

We are going for the children, women 

and the old. We are going to Palestine to 

defend the oppressed people. We are on 

the road for the oppressed whose religion, 

language and race aren’t being asked for. 

There are people from 37 countries in 

this convoy. All have come together for 

the dignity of humanity. All are people of 

conscience. Thankfully, we are together 

with them.

Bülent Yıldırım (1967/President of IHH 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation) 
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The waiting
Kepez Sports Hall -Antalya May 25th, 2010
Defne Y and Gaza I had already anchored in the open Cyprus waters. But in order to sail out, the 
Mavi Marmara will wait for the boats from Europe to reach the Mediterranean. Therefore two 
days more will be spent at Kepez. This presented a good opportunity for the participants to get 
to know each other better.

While the men on the flotilla stayed in the 
hall, a teacherage was allocated for the ladies. 
Women were holding acquaintance meetings 
and also had tea inbetween. Everybody 
narrated stories about their past and how they 
got involved in the flotilla. They also shared 
stories about their children and families.

The days and nights melted into each other in 
Kepez. There was never-ending activity and 
intense hustle and bustle. Members of the press 
are working round the clock, the participants 
are eagerly forwarding information to people 
in their countries with the latest developments 
on the situation, as well as seizing every small 
chance to get in touch with their families. 
There are as many cameras as the number of 
people present. The journey has been captured 

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey

I had withdrawn to a corner to watch the 
activity in the facility. Members of the press 
were always in a hurry to forward reports to 
their offices. Interviews were being conducted; 
some were having conversations in large 
groups. I then caught sight of an old man. 
He went and sat next to an Indonesian group 
who were eating. They immediately offered 
him their meal. He then made a gesture 
meaning something like very delicious. I 
warned him saying “Uncle, their food might 
too spicy, so be careful”. He said “Doughter, 
if you can speak their language, tell them 
that the water in my eyes is not because 
of the spices but these are tears of joys. We 
began to chat with this elderly person that we 
called uncle. We discovered that his daughter 
had facilitated his journey by saving from 
her university pocket money. I don’t know 
why but it suddenly felt as if my father was 
coming with me.

Emrin Çebi
(1978/IHH Orphan Care Department)

in photo frames minute by minute. Almost 
two press conferences have been held every 
day and each time it has been emphasized 
that these boats have got humanitarian 
relief supplies and women and children are 
onboard the vessels. It has been pointed out 
that the only goal of these boats is to bring 
humanitarian relief that would at best provide 
temporary help to the people of Gaza. However 
Israel continues to send threatening messages 
that reach those currently assembled at Kepez. 
Everbody feels the only anxiety of “Would we 
stay onboard too long?” Some are making plans 
in case there might be need for a one- month-
stay onboard the ship. 

The goal was Gaza; we were locked onto it. 
Thanks to the advice of my family, I even took 
a lot of candies with me for the children of 
Gaza. I did not know if we would make it to 
Gaza. But we took the road thinking in good 
faith it might be a long road and we might 
have to wait very long until we arrive Gaza. 
I even took lots of antibiotics and although 
I have never used them, I also took some 
vitamin B and C. I carried different types of 
medicines thinking of the worst case scenario 
and how they might be needed in Gaza where 
I could leave them thus avoiding carrying 
extra weight with me on the return journey. 
For myself I brought my canned food. I was 
quite well prepared for the journey.

Ayşe Sarıoğlu (1982/Taraf Daily/
Istanbul, Turkey)
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One of the most beautiful 
moments at Kepez was the 
favour of a nine-year-old, 
Yusuf Ekici’s gift; he was 
sending his canary to a 
Gazan child by flotilla. 
The words of Yusuf: “I ask 
you to let this canary in 
cage free in Palestine. Let 
this bird have the taste of freedom in Palestine” had echoes 
throughout the entire Kepez and whole world.

There was a possibility that we might have 
to wait onboard in case we were prevented 
from entering Gaza by Israel. I stocked four 
months’ supplies of formula food and nappies 
for my son Türker. I took every little thing 
even the tiniest cloth in case we suffer from 
water shortage. When people asked what we 
were going to do with that much of material, I 
told them we might leave them in Gaza if we 
could make it there safe and sound and that 
in any case, the children there are in much 
greater need of them.

Nilüfer Çetin (1973/Archaeologist/
Istanbul, Turkey) 

 Kepez, a meeting point for conviction 
and sincerity
There has been a constant stream of visitors 
flowing to the sports hall. The people of Antalya 
have been hosting the passengers of the flotilla 
with open hearts. They are entrusting items to 
the passengers in Kepez to be sent to the people 
of Gaza and bringing in food. Some are giving 
sweaters they have knitted themselves or dresses 
they have tailored to be sent for the orphaned 
children of Gaza. Some people quietly slip cash 
into someone’s hands to be given to those in Gaza. 
Turkish liras are converted into foreign currency 
so that it wouldn’t be a problem in Gaza.

What has impressed me the most is that tens 
of people from every corner of the world have 
blended and both the people of Antalya and 
the people of neighbouring cities approached 
the guests with the language of love, which 
is a common language no matter where you 
are from in the world. They are trying to get 
to know all the passengers almost one by 
one, looking into their eyes with a feeling of 
gratitude in the name of Palestine’s tyrannized 
people. Because of the passengers’ spirit of 
self-sacrifice and compassion they treated with 
great respect and offered warm hospitality by 
the local people. We were witnessing a shower 
of emotions where everybody was making huge 
self sacrifices in excess of their own self and 
even beyond.
Demet Tezcan (1971/Head of IHH 
Volunteers Management Department)

Antalya is hosting us. While members of the 
press are very busy working in one corner, in 
the middle of the hall, children are playing. 
Aunts and uncles are serving the guests in 
the hall with various treat. Just today a 
gentleman carrying two boxes in his hands 
came over. He had a box of rose delight in 
one hand and rose petals in the other. Both 
were meant to be treats for the passengers. 
We ate the delight but didn’t have any idea 
what to do with the rose petals. Many of us 
probably faced this kind of treat for the first 
time in our life. Just as I smelt the petals to 
absorb their fragrance, a friend next to me 
had already swallowed them…
Hafize Zehra Öztürk
(1980/Coordinator of IHH Department of 
Research and Publications)

All together we made a very good organization 
and tried to do our best for the guests. Though 
we were worried in the beginning about how 
to host so many people, everything became so 
plentiful that we had no difficulty. It seemed 
as if almost all the people of Antalya were 
mobilized. Table d’hote meals, boxes of fruits, 
bottles of water etc. whatever was needed 
they brought in. We were invited to mass meal 
services. Parliamentarians and academics 
from abroad were hosted in teachers’ 
homes while other passengers resided in the 
complex. The women of Antalya cooked pies, 
cakes and traditional food in their kitchens for 
the passengers. A convoy of hundreds of cars 
was organized at Antalya to see the flotilla 
off. This was the first time that the people of 
Antalya witnessed such a massive convoy. All 
this happened so incredibly spontaneously, 
without any plan and we didn’t have any 
difficulties.
Sabit Çınar
(1966/Self-employed/Antalya, Turkey)

The heart of the earth was there. The 
common conscience was beating there. The 
common wisdom was at work. The common 
will was in action. The drops coming 
from Turkey, and all over the world had 
assembled at one common pool. The boat 
was defragmenting the pieces… The meeting 
of the virtuous was performed. How perfect 
the virtue and the action were completing 
each other. Here was the common product 
of humanity.  The spirit of Kepez had at 
the moment embraced all entities. Races, 
colours, genders, sects, groups, communities, 
ideologies, religions, languages and cultures 
were one heart against the tyranny. We 
weren’t used to this kind of picture; the 
old fashioned convictions were shaken, the 
prejudices, biases and taboos were turned 
upside down…
Ramazan Kayan (1956/Theologian/
Istanbul, Turkey) 

No one is idle at Kepez. On the last day in 
Antalya a trip is organized for the participants 
that have come from other countries to 
Turkey. Many of them are in Turkey for 
the first time, and there are those who are 
visiting Antalya for the first time. 
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May 26, 2010
Here in Kepez a press conference is held every day. Despite issuing threats, Israel has been repeatedly warned not to hurt people or destroy relief 
supplies. Personalities from different countries take the floor to speak at the press briefings. Support from the international public is increasing 
each day because we are carrying humanitarian relief!

We had several times organized boat tours 
to break the blockade and the embargo on 
Gaza. Lots of people from different countries 
supported us. I would like to express my 
gratitude and thank particularly the people 
of Greece and Sweden for their huge support 
they have given us.

Lubna Masarwa (1978/The Free Gaza 
Movement Palestine Representative) 

My dear brothers, the friends of Palestine! I 
bring you greetings from the cold Scandinivian 
lands. Swedish people’s hearts are with the 
people of Gaza, they are trying to do their 
best for Gazans.

Prof. Mattias Gardell (1959/Sweden/
University of Uppsala)

This embargo has turned Gaza into an 

open air prison. This has to be seen by 

whole world.

Mazen Kahel (1970/Spokesperson for 
European Campaign to End the Siege on 
Gaza/France)

The day after we arrived in our country, 
there was a very big demonstration in 
Athens, about fifteen thousand people 
were demonstrating with us. The Greek 
people, to a large extent, are very pro-
Palestinian, because they know how 
it is to be under oppression. We Greek 
intellectuals, writers, journalists, artists, 
novelists, parliamentarians are all standing 
by the side of the Gazans. The name of the 
ship that came from Greece is Eleftheri 
Mesogeios (Free Mediterranean). We want 
freedom in the Mediterranean, we want 
freedom for Palestine. 

Dimitris Pleionis 
(1954/Head of the Ship to Gaza Greece 
Organization Committee/Greece)

This action is a common action that all those 
people that love freedom joined in. This is 
a common action by those dignified and 
pro-freedom people who don’t diffirentiate 
between race, religion, language and sect.

Mohammad Sawalha
(1961/Vice President of The International 
Committee to Lift the Siege on Gaza/UK)

Representing 10,000 islands, we the peoples 
of Malaysia and Indonesia, want to show 
that our hearts are with Gaza. We believe 
that by the will of God we will make it 
to Gaza. 

Noorazman bin Mohd Samsuddin
(1969/Representative of Ship Convoys of 
Malaysia and Indonesia/Malaysia) 
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Farewell to Kepez
27 May, 2010
All passengers in Kepez are making final preparations ahead of boarding the boat. Press conferences 
are being held up to the last minute. Statements urging Israel not to damage to the ships are 
given one after the other. After the last press statement at around 17.00, the passengers bid 
farewell at the hall of Kepez. Their luggage was carried to the buses. There are around 10 buses 
waiting for the passengers.  Families and friends are saying goodbye for the last time. With all 
passengers on board, the buses start moving towards the port. A crowded convoy follows the 
buses… Happiness that comes with a sense of being in unity and having a journey all together 
is evident all around...

Yes, now it is time to lift the anchors. The luggage is placed in the buses. The passengers take their 
seats. It takes almost half an hour for the bus to leave and get on the road because there are lots 
of people from the neighbouring areas like Burdur and Isparta as well as the people of Antalya that 
have filled the roads with their cars. The vehicles with Palestinian flags flying on them follow us for a 
major part of the route. Today Antalya has become Palestine and Palestine has been guest to Antalya. 
Children in the streets and people in their homes are waving goodbye to us as our bus convoys pass 
near their neighbourhoods… 

Mübeyyen Kızıl (1965/Housewife, Kahramanmaraş, Turkey) 

We announced our departure time from Kepez on 

the radio and through text messages. Hundreds 

of people crowded around the sports hall coming 

in their cars. Believe me, this was the first time 

Antalya had seen such a crowd. Thanks to the chief 

of police, he was very helpful and offered construc-

tive suggestions to our requests so we wouldn’t face 

difficulty in traffic. The port on the other side was 

far more gorgeous. 

Mehmet Yıldırım/1967/Diyanet-Sen* Director of 
Antalya Office

*Diyanet-Sen is Confederation of Unions for the 

workers of Religious Directorate Office 
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The presents ready to be delivered to the 
orphans are moved to the passenger ship as a 
precaution to prevent damage to them in case of 
intervention or assault by the Israelis. One of the 
passengers finds consolation by reading these 
lines: “Dear sister Zeynep, I love you very much. 
We were three sisters before you, now we are 
four. I want to see you very much. I thank IHH 
that helps us to meet, very much. Ruveyda…”

For a child to hold and feel a gift in his/her hand is one of the best moments of life. For the child, 

that moment is like a dream come true. But for the children of Gaza, it was a far lovelier dream 

and more real because the presents came from people they had never met. The presents were like 

friends for passengers on board the boat. Everybody had put something into them from their own 

soul. They had prepared these packages putting themselves in the shoes of the children of Gaza and 

their mothers. They were almost like relatives away from home that had prepared them. An aunty 

who was sponsoring an orphaned child in Gaza had prepared a vast range of materials from clothes 

to pins and all kinds of supplies like detergent or ready to make puddings. Many families had not 

forgotten the families of orphaned children and sent gifts for their mothers or siblings as well. While 

the gifts were categorized to ensure they are placed on the right boats, there was somewhat of a rush 

in the department for orphans at the IHH headquarters.  The identification papers for orphans were 

stuck on the packages. We were acting with utmost care and diligence at recording information to 

make delivery to the right addresses. We were so happy as if we were the ones receiving the presents.

Mine Karakaş (1978/IHH Coordinator of Orphan Care Department)

All the halls and every part of the Mavi 
Marmara has been explored by the 
passengers. Everybody is in the process of 
getting used to their new home until the 
boat leaves the port.  The wheelhouse, press 
and directing room are on the third floor of 
the boat. The floors of the decks are made of 
wood and immediately create the impression 
of a village house. 

 

The passengers who completed their passport 
formalities enter their new home: the new 
world of Mavi Marmara. Like the Kepez Hall, 
the boat has been decked with flags. A huge 
banner all of a sudden catches the eye with 
words written in Hebrew, English, Arabic and 
Turkish; “This boat carries humanitarian aid”. 
Eyes repeatedly glance over the vitality of the 
task at hand, in each reading the boat gets 
bigger and larger than life… “This boat carries 
humanitarian aid!” Mavi Marmara is carrying 
humanitarian relief… 

Women are settling in the two big halls near 
the entrance to the boat while the men take 
the two halls on the upper deck. There are 
two stairs at the entrance that go up. In the 
halls where the women are staying stands a 
huge pile. At closer look, they are identified as 
toys packaged for the children of Gaza. There 
are also notes attached on each of them for 
easy identification. 

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey
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You have to use all your strength if you want to open the doors leading to the upper decks. 
Nobody is allowed to enter the wheelhouse or the directing room. There is passage that leads 
through the corridor where the directing room is to the press room. Here is one big room setup 
for members of the press with 24-hour internet access.  Cevdet Kılıçlar is in charge of the press 
room. Nobody but members of the press are allowed to enter to this room. 

The open arena at the top deck will be 
allocated for live broadcasting. After placing 
all their belongings securely, the passengers 
now come out on to the decks. At around 24.00 
Mavi Marmara is scheduled for departure from 
Antalya. No one leaves the decks up until the 
land goes out of sight. Having left the land 
behind and moving into the deep vast sea 
makes you feel kind of uprooted from the 
world. Being detached from your state of 
comfort zone is very nerve wrecking itself 
but it is again very liberating to detach yourself 
from your comfort zone. 

On the morning of May 29th, I tour every 
corner of the boat. This boat, in the middle 
of the Mediterranean, is like a miniature 
reflection of the world. I catch the voices 
of people in different languages, I don’t 
understand what they are talking about 
but it sounds like they speak in the same 
spirit… I look out of the window to see 
what the people are busy with. Some are 
reading books, a reporter is swamped 
with his camera to put a story out, online 
crew at work; someone else is waiting to 
catch the signal from the satellite while 

holding a satellite phone up to the sky.

Gülden Sönmez
(1969/Attorney/Istanbul, Turkey)

Those whom the Mavi Marmara left 

behind on shore are already yearning for 

it. Friends, who are waving last goodbyes 

to those expatriates that have come on the 

road to get closer, are not leaving the port 

area. The smiling faces, uplifted and jocose 

even naughty moods are impressing us a lot 

and diffusing a heavy atmosphere around 

the crisis desk. The crisis desk has already 

turned to alarm code since the time the boats 

were sent off from Istanbul. Our friends were 

carefully trying to follow up developments in 

case an emergency situation erupted. We were 

sharing written material, photos and videos 

sent from the boats on to social networking 

sites. We were updating our facebook and 

flickr accounts with the latest news, photos, 

videos and blogs from the participants. So 

much so that the numbers of our members 

on facebook had increased from 20,000 to 

100,000 in a very short time of 6 days. 

Amine Tuna Ertürk (1985/IHH 

Department of Research and 

Publications)

The boat is on the way throughout the whole 
night. The skyline separating the sea and the 
sky can’t be seen anymore. The world is now 
a perfect circle with no intersecting lines. It 
appears as if the skyline too has mixed with 
this circle. By running around within this circle, 
the Mavi Marmara will find its way to Gaza, it 
will finally find freedom…
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And the sea comes in 
sight
May 28, 2010
With the first lights of the morning, there is 
no trace of land in sight. All the passengers 
onboard are waking up to the morning in the 
Mediterranean. The passengers aboard the 
ship are warned not to eat too much, to take 
anti-nausea pills and toilet hygeine by health 
officials. The kitchen attendants and clean up 
duty are decided in order to maintain order 
onboard the boat. It might be a long stay on 
the Mediterranean, therefore holding the 
order tight onboard is a vital issue. 

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey

There are now only a few hours left to the 
morning. The people slowly get to arrange 
their sleeping places. People are spreading 
their sleeping bags here and there and get 
in them like babies sleeping in their cribs. 
Nobody feels out of place even though this 
is a new unfamiliar place for everyone. 

At any other given time, anyone onboard 

the ship might tend to choose the best 

seat and would like to sit there and, 

there might even be arguments among 

people to grab the best seats. Presents 

for the orphans were place on one set 

of the chairs that we were going to sleep 

on. Thus, some people had to sleep on 

the floor. We, however, were competing 

to sleep on the floor, offering others the 

opportunity to have a little more comfort.

Zeliha Sertkaya (1961/Pensioner/
Balıkesir, Turkey)

I was one of the oldest passengers 

onboard but everybody from the oldest to 

the youngest seemed like friends for ages. 

We all sat down together and prepared 

a things-to-do list for when we arrived 

Gaza and hung it up on the café wall. In 

addition to that, we drafted another duty 

list for the cleanup of the room we sleep 

in and the toilets.

Yıldız Çiçekdağlı (1948/Housewife/
İzmir, Turkey)

Because the nights were mild and 

the cabins were crowded on the Mavi 

Marmara, I preferred to sleep outside 

on the deck. The father of two teenagers 

asked me where my mattress was. I said 

they were all in use and I was accustomed 

to sleeping on the ground from years of 

camping and sailing. He insisted me to 

take one of his son’s sleeping pads and 

would not take no for an answer. I woke 

up early in the morning and found that 

someone had spread a blanket over me.

David K. Schermerhon (1929/Film 

Producer/USA)

It was my privilege to work with the 

brothers of IHH as a volunteer on the 

ship. I found everybody on board like my 

real loved ones, my own family. So I was 

very happy for working around. All the 

ships of the Flotilla were like birds flying 

and saying beautiful hymn... There were 

Muslims, Christians, Jews and atheists on 

the ship. Allah united all of us together; 

we were just like one body. Just imagine 

there was a one-year-old child and an 

eighty-nine-year-old archbishop. It was 

very nice.

Baboo Adem Zanghar
(1966/Merchant/UK)
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The color of the sea is an unbelievable 
beautiful clear blue. A refreshing warmth is 
in the air and morning sleepiness envelopes 

Almost each of the conversations we had was 
unforgettable since the ship’s departure. Each 
memory I felt during this journey resembled 
the feelings I had during the holy journey. 
It felt as if all accounts, records, concerns 
and worries were receding while moving 
ahead into the sea. Everybody was doing 
their own share of work, a sweet rush in 
everywhere: sleep that was taken barely for 
two hours; prayers in almost every corner 
of the boat, conversations, and melodies and 
with marches we were forging ahead.

Ömer Karaoğlu
(1968/Artist/Istanbul, Turkey)

When those on the decks wake up, life 
onboard slowly begins to stir. The morning tea 
is brewed by May 28th duty watchers before 
nobody is up. Food for breakfast is put on 
the tables. Tomatoes, slices of cheese, onion, 
bread, salad everything is absolutely complete. 
It feels like a bar of chocolate and a cup of tea 
would last for an entire day. And minor nausea 
has been absorbed by a cup of tea. 

everybody… God knows how many miles is 
the boat away from Turkey and how many 
miles are left to Gaza.

As the day progresses, everybody finds 
something to get busy with. As if everyone 
has started a new life in a new world. While 
some are busy cleaning, others are in charge of 
canteen. Each corner of the boat is a different 
world, and has a different story to tell.  

I don’t think a festival would be enough to 
describe what was happening on the ship. It 
was a multinational ship; we had different 
people from all around the world, from 
thirty-seven countries. People with different 
languages i.e. Arabic, English, Turkish, 
Indonesian, Italian, Spanish, etc. were together 
in a very small and confined place for many 
days. We had people singing, playing, enjoying, 
laughing, fishing, cleaning and debating each 
other. It was like an interesting and beautiful 
international festival in which everybody was 
meeting each other, networking, making sense 
of who we were, etc. Although on the first day 
people were a bit anxious, the more we got to 
know each other, the quicker the atmosphere 
changed. So on the next days, the only words 
that you would hear on the ship were basically 
how wonderful it was to be there altogether, 
how great a freedom it was, how much we 
were looking forward to going to Gaza. And 
suddenly the whole idea of Israel disappeared. 
We were not talking about Israel anymore, 
because it was the ugly and dark side of 
that beautiful journey that we didn’t want to 
remember at all. It was really interesting; the 
kinds of questions and answers completely 
changed from the first day to the third day.
Osama Qashoo
(1982/Documentary filmmaker/UK)

Our boat has a capacity for 1,080 

passengers. The number of our 

passengers, however, is just over 600. 

That is, we are supposed to have plenty 

of spare seats. A quick calculation yields 

the following results: 1.47 seats for each 

individual. All right, you might ask where 

onboard are all of those people sleeping? 

I reckon the photos and videos I will 

attach to this text will be very useful to 

render the general look here onboard. I 

will never forget the pleasure I felt while 

sleeping on open air deck and this boat, in 

which every corner was filled with self-

sacrificing people when I woke up in the 

mornings.

Cevdet Kılıçlar (1972/Coordinator of 
IHH Web Department)

*Quoted from Shaheed Cevdet Kılıç’s blog at the website that followed 
the developments live onboard. http://www.ihh.org.tr/seyirdefteri/tr/
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The ensemble of the virtuous

I have a memory that every tiny second is worth remembering and I would love to relive the experiences 
I had there. A thrush had come into the interior of the boat. It was flying scared but wasn’t able to 
find the exit to get out. Together with a Macedonian friend we got blankets and ran after it. We chased 
it for one or two hours under the amazing and amusing looks of people who were eating, praying and 
thinking what we were doing. We eventually caught it and got it out. It perched upon the roof. Not 
that it had a place to go. We were in the middle of the sea. We had a crow as well that was giving us 
company and posing for our objectives. It was looking at us without moving an inch. Everybody took a 
photo of him but he remained motionless. Then it gave its pose and left for the roof. To that roof! The 
best experience I have ever had was to be onboard that ship. Going into the sleeping bag at night and 

daydreaming, falling asleep while dreaming of Gaza.

Sinan Albayrak (1973/Artist/Ankara, Turkey) 

This ship journey was already a phenomenon of remarkable kind on its own. This kind of scene may be 
something that was going to happen in any case but many had compared our pursuit to tracing Phoenix 
up the mountain Kaf* while millions have already forgotten it in the midst of the world’s filth and dirt. 
And that conviction was not to be denied when you take international relations and structures into 
consideration. Yes, we had attempted a challenging initiative and Allah was helping us. This will be the 
same again. And the serenity over us was a confirmation for this as well. We, hundreds of people from 
37 different countries never witnessed someone hurting the other or raising his voice onboard the ship. 
Treating each other with food and drink, while chanting the same folk songs and hymns, those people 
had arrived together to the mornings of long conversations that dominated with ideas of new charity 
and benovelence initiatives. Those people, who lay side by side in their sleeping bags and under the 

same stars, did not separate even during their dreams that ended at the port of Gaza.

Murat Yılmaz (1974/IHH Vice President)

The Mission has come to the firm conclusion that a 
humanitarian crisis existed on the 31 May 2010 in Gaza. 

The preponderance of evidence from impeccable sources is 
too overwhelming to come to a contrary opinion. Any denial 
of this cannot be supported on any rational grounds. One of 

the consequences flowing from this is that for this reason 
alone the blockade is unlawful and cannot be sustained in 

law. This is so regardless of the grounds on which one seeks 
to justify the legality of the blockade.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Article 261), September 27, 2010

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey

It was the most beautiful thing I have 

ever seen in my life. I was born in Israel 

among the Jews, and watched the Arabs 

and the Muslim nations that were all 

separated. But subhan’Allah (Glory be to 

God) on the ship, we were so united. There 

were brothers and sisters from about 

forty countries. We were very happy as 

if we were going to a party or a wedding. 

It was so beautiful like a bird in the sky. 

I didn’t have a similar feeling ever in my 

life. I felt what freedom means. I felt very 

safe, because I knew that if something 

happens, I’ve got brothers that would 

really do something to protect me. It was 

a great pleasure to be on the boat.

Ahsan Shamrouk
(1964/Self Employed/UK)

Before getting on the boat, I had taken a 

small water heater with me. While I was 

sitting at the floor of the live broadcast, a 

voice next to me said “I can’t live without 

coffee.” And she had brought two cups with 

her that were given to her as a present on 

her way to the boat. “I am sure there is 

someone who can make coffee” I thought 

to myself and set out to explore. Then I 

bumped into a young man who was looking 

for water; he had coffee in his hand. I 

suggested making coffee and said “Well 

then let me brew you Bosnian coffee.” 

The coffee treat that had begun with one 

person turned into a wide circle. A small 

cup of coffee caused friendship and love. 

Mukadder Tanok
(Public Relations Expert/Ankara, Turkey)
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It was a wonderful experience. People from all 
over the world, from very different political 
and religious backgrounds were sharing hope 
for a better future through concrete action. 
The moment when we started to move, six 
boats together, in the blue Mediterranean water, 
that sunny afternoon was one of the greatest 
experiences in my lifetime.

Edda Virginia Manga Otalora
(1969/Historian/Sweden)

The atmosphere was wonderful. It was very 
optimistic, very unified. A hugely diverse group 
of people came together to make a big family on 
the ship. I was so impressed with the operation, 
and the photographs on the walls of the ship 
showing IHH’s previous missions, handing out 
aid to people in very different parts of the world. 
The atmosphere was one of solidarity, humanity 
and concern; so I’m very privileged to have been 
part of that. I felt very safe and very comfortable, 
because both the IHH and the international group 
on the ship were very reliable.

Alexandra Mary Lort Phillips
(1972/Social work expert/UK)

It was very beautiful, very well-organized. 
Everything was running smoothly like clockwork 
from organizing the food to the cleaning... 
Yesterday night [26 December 2010] we returned 
to the ship again, and talked about the kofte 
(meatball) party that was organized. What was 
fantastic was that every day there was something 
different, and there was always a surprise for 
people on board. The feeling of solidarity and 
the international support was very moving, very 
inspirational. The days I spent on the boat were 
the best days of my life: talking to people, meeting 
new people right across the world, etc.

Sarah Nancy Colborne
(1967/Director of Palestine Solidarity Campaign/UK)

The same atmosphere reigns in the other vessels; Gazza 1 and Defne Y which had 
anchored in Cyprus while the Mavi Marmara proceeded into the Mediterranean. 
Everbody has been caught in the magical color of the Mediterranean.

A journey that goes ahead 
like a bridal procession. While 
our ship is gathering way in 
the Mediterranean waters, 
we are sitting and engaging 
in conversation with our 
friends. Even though they 
speak a different language, the 
Arabs, Africans, Europeans or 
Americans manage to find a 
common way to communicate. 
Everybody is serving each other 
with the food they brought 
from home. A breeze of festival 
sensation is blowing onboard…

Gaye Somuncu
(1976/Public Relations
Expert/Istanbul, Turkey) 

We were 18 people aboard the ship. I tried to fish the first day but failed to catch even one fish. 

Just as I had laid down to take rest, I was woken up by Abdullah’s voice saying “Get up, it is 

time for fishing”. We fished until the sunrise; it was as if all horse mackerels of the sea had 

gathered there. Grilled mackerel was our breakfast that morning. We were fishing different sorts 

and either grilling or steaming them all day long. Old and young everybody onboard was very 

friendly. We were having quite a comfortable journey in all our cabins. We were getting together 

with friends onboard over tea chats. As we were in international waters, our captain didn’t allow 

us to swim in the sea citing the possible existence of sharks. I will always feel regretful that I 

was unable to swim in the sea

(Vessel Gazze I) Mustafa Sancaktutan (1969/Tractor trailer driver/Artvin, Turkey)
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The pivotal point of the journey: Live coverage

There has been live coverage broadcasts since the farewell ceremony at Sarayburnu Port, 
Istanbul. The busiest floor onboard is the place from live coverage is broadcast. There have been 
constant interviews conducted and stories are reported. The live broadcasts call nonstop to several 
countries from Spain to the UK, and a number of screens such as Al Jazeera, CNN and TRT. 

There were many press members onboard 

the ship. To be honest, foreign media and 

freelancers have showed a greater interest 

than the Turkish media for the flotilla. From 

day one, we formed the necessary organization 

and supported everyone in a way to enable us 

to use media information systems efficiently. 

The press members were happy. They were 

writing and editing their stories and photos 

and were able to pass them to their institutions 

and were connecting to their own TV Channels. 

The fact that the weather was good and the 

broadcasting area was spacious made that 

section appealing. For this reason, many people 

besides members of the press were spending 

their time on the broadcasting deck.

Ümit Sönmez
(1970/IHH Coordinator of Production Department)

CAFÉ GAZA with outstanding 
service and rich menu
It is like villages, cities and quarters have 
already been built aboard the Mavi Marmara. 
Every bit of detail has been counted in advance.  
Café Gaza and Jerusalem feels as familiar as the 
neighbourhood crossroad grocery. 

It was the morning of day one onboard the 
ship. I was thinking about what to do to 
spend time in here. Then the café at the live 
coverage area drew my attention. We were 
sleeping in that place after the live broadcasts 
are done. I looked into the café and made my 
mind to clean and tidy up inside. I thought we 
could run tea services and so forth right from 
here. I was both putting the place in order 
and being worried if I might cause a problem. 
In the meantime I saw Brother Murat, a 
friend from IHH. “Brother, I am cleaning up 
this place.” I said and he too told me to “let it 
all hang out”. And that was what I wanted.  
We decided to do tea service from here in 
order to prevent people to bother themselves 
for downstairs. They gave us two big electric 
kettles. The friends had woken up by that 
time. Brothers Emin Boskuş and Hayrettin 
Aydın who joined us from Izmir, Turkey 
came up as well. And we decided to run the 
place all together. Bismillah (by the name of 
Allah) we began. We had a rich menu. For 
breakfast: toasted bread, yellow cheese, white 
cheese, onion, butter, jam, honey etc. almost 
all sorts of tea, Turkish coffee, famous Inegöl 
meatballs. Finely chopped red pepper and 
pre-treated onions lay beside toasted bread. 
Instant soup and magnificent Gaza sandwich 

cooked by, again, my brother Hayrettin.
Selim Sarper Küçük
(1971/Sales marketing expert/Samsun, 
Turkey)
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The journey was passing so to speak like a 
family picnic particularly at the back deck. 
But each member of the family was from a 
different country. Particularly the attendants 
at the café who had volunteered to serve the 
passengers were doing their best to create 
this atmosphere. They had named the stand 
buffet Café Gaza with a primitive plate 
hung upon and arranged a special sandwich 
at once and named it Gaza Sandwich as 
well. The grilled meatballs that they have 
prepared by themselves were ambrosial, 
each meal time the place was getting joyful 
and festive. Having breakfast under the Sun 
at the back deck had turned into a really 
great pleasure. As if everybody was trying 
everyone else to forget that we were in the 
middle of the sea on board 93-meter-ship 
and here some impossibility might occur.
Ali Tokluman

(1964/Shopkeeper/Kayseri, Turkey)

And rehearsal for
the reunion
May 29, 2010
Two friends in the deepest parts of the 
Mediterranean are coming into sight of the 
passengers onboard the Mavi Marmara. 
Everybody rushes to the deck. The ships are 
shifting places from one point to the other 
making manoeuvres at the right and left 
sides of Mavi Marmara. The cameras come 
forth again to immortalize this moment. 

Those who have already known each other 
are calling out to them. This is the rehearsal 
for meeting with the brothers in Gaza, the 
rehearsal of reunion with Gaza…

The entire flotilla at south east of Cyprus 
is expected to arrive. The ships that have 
arrived at the meeting point are occasionally 
docking with the Mavi Marmara. Everybody 
is running to the deck and waves. The 
vessels Eleftheri, Challenger II, Sfendoni, 
too are joining the meeting in later hours. 
The other name of Sfendoni is Boat 8,000. 
This number is told to stand for 8,000 
Palestinians arrested in Israeli prisons. Then 
suddenly the sound of saxophone is heard. 

The people at the deck again, Eleftheri is 
attending afternoon sun with a saxophone…

We have learnt that Challenger 1 from USA will 
not be able to continue the journey, because 
of a breakdown. Rachel Corrie, too has set out 
late due to a failure but is on its way, behind. 
The passengers of Challenger 1 have been 
transferred to Mavi Marmara. This moment of 
transfer is a bit exciting. For security reasons 
the passengers and their bags are checked. 
Mavi Marmara is ready to head for Gaza with 
its new passengers onboard.

There is a razzle-dazzle somewhere onboard 
the ship. Everybody turns towards the 
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direction of the sound. A huge crowd with 
bendir (frame drum) in their hands are 
singing rapturously the melodies in Arabic, 
Turkish, and Kurdish. The crowds are 
accompanying them. And the voice of the 
bendir is no longer able to top theirs.  

I learnt later that friends had taken my 
bendir that I took onboard the ship and 
that they had sung melodies and chanted 
with the bendir. Zehra came back with the 
burst open bendir. They had marked the 
date of the day over the half split bendir. 
Someone named Ali Haydar seems to 
burst it open. I said “It doesn’t matter”, 
“It is just a piece of bendir after all!”. We, 
on the other side, made the burst open 
bendir speak to women; we sang folk 
songs all together. My bendir can still 
function. It puts us back and forth, maybe 

I can buy a better jingle bendir from Gaza.

Zeliha Sağlam (1976/IHH Department of 
Research and Publications)

The afternoon Sun and baby Türker
The afternoon sun and the mild breeze 
it brings after the scorching noon sun to 
breathe life into life, the color and beauty of 
the Mediterranean and what is more baby 
Türker! The chief engineer Ekrem Çetin’s son 
Türker is 15 months old. For the first time this 
day, he mixes with us. The presence of a baby 
onboard cheers everybody up. Baby Türker 
meets in the arms with the passengers of the 
freedom flotilla. His mother wants him to play 
with other children in Gaza. It is time to take a 
nap baby Türker, few miles left for Gaza. 

May 30, 2010
Some of the activists onboard and the 
German parliamentarians are holding a press 
conference. They state that Israel is committing 
war crimes against the Palestinians and point 
out that the flotilla is an important step to end 
the unlawful embargo on Gaza. 

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey

We are joining the convoy from Germany. 

I believe that we will altogether go 

to Gaza. As a member of parliament, 

I believe that I should be present 

in a place where human rights and 

international law are violated. There 

has been an awful embargo carried out 

against Gaza. All the countries that have 

signed the Geneva Convention should 

be against this embargo. Because this is 

what the convention requires. I want to 

particularly state that this convoy must 

be supported by all Germans. I believe 

with all my heart that this embargo will 

end soon.

Annette Magdalene Groth
(1954/Politician/Germany)

I want to stress that all the wars on 

earth should be ended. The phosphorous 

bombs Israel is using against Gaza is 

indicating that this embargo and the 

siege must end. It is unacceptable that 

children are shot with the weapons, 

which were sold to Israel by Germany. 

That is why I am here. I also hold the 

political conviction that the siege must 

be lifted. Israel has to be cornered and 

the siege must be lifted. 

Inge Hoger (1954/MP/Germany)
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Since the date it was founded in 1948, 

Israel has occupied lands and has been 

still occupying Palestinian lands. There 

are lots of examples of Israeli brutality. 

And what they did last year in Gaza is one 

last example. This violence committed by 

Israel is a crime against humanity. I don’t 

only hold Israel responsible for this. I also 

question my own government and other 

western countries as well. Because they are 

becoming a party in Israel’s crime. I joined 

in this convoy in order to pose an example 

for next generations. We are here in order 

to clearly display our attitude against Israel 

and our governments. Because the German 

government has given open support to 

Israel. I will carry on fighting until a free 

independent Palestine is set up.

Prof. Dr. Norman Paech 
(1938/Politician/Germany)

Israel constantly brings the issue of 

nuclear weapons held by its enemies. But 

for whatever reason its nuclear weapons 

are ignored. If Israelis, who are using 

phosphorous bombs against children, are 

not committing war crimes, what is a 

war crime then? Israel has been engaged 

in every sort of war crimes. But for 

whatever reasons, the world’s states are 

keeping mum…

Matthias Jochheim
(1949/Vice President at the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 
War (IPPNW) /Germany)

Today is the last day for waiting here.  We will 
be depart by the evening. It must be because 
we are on the eve of arrival in Gaza. The 
breakfasts we are now got used to, the healing 
effect of hot tea on our stomachs, which have 
just adjusted to the Mediterranean. Day rises 
with all its freshness. 

Besides the press, many passengers are 
hurrying to report what has been happening 
onboard. A South African journalist is chatting 

with a Turkish housewife he met for the first time, and writing her story, who was making handwork. 
Serbian cameraman is filming the participants coming from the Balkans. The Australian participant 
captures meeting of the flotilla vessels into his camera frame and sends it to the world…What happens 
on the ship is instantly reflected on blogs and facebook pages. It seems the press room has been mixed 
up already (not clear), nobody wants to leave their desks, and the press is in competition to pass on the 
news. And all the passengers have become the voice and ear of the ship…

Towards Gaza
The flotilla is now ready to set off for Gaza. The Mavi Marmara is at the forefront, the other ships follow 
her behind making a crescent. The passengers at the back section of the ship turn their head to watch 
the other boats. The Mavi Marmara leaves a deep mark on the blue waters of the Mediterranean. 

The broadcasting floor is full of activity. There is an announcement again stating the route is Gaza. There 
has been non-stop live broadcasting. 
Microphones and wireless phones 
are flying between hands. No one 
wants to shut the world out of this 
event, not even a tiny second of 
it. The afternoon sun, which has 
watched over the ships, is if it 
was saying good-bye. Everybody 
is waving at the sun setting, in 
anticipation of seeing it again over 
Gaza waters the next day…

There is much work and activity 
on the Gaza side of the journey as 
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A passenger quietly takes a flute out of its 
case and the melodies cover all the way 
from Gaza to neighbourhoods in Urfa, and to 
Erzurum’s shops and bazaars. To the Afghan 
mountains range the sounds this time, the 
song “The snow at Afghan Mountains is 
armful” is being sung for Faruk Aktaş and 
Bahattin Yıldız, who lost their lives two weeks 
earlier during their tour to Afghanistan for 
an orphanage asylum project…

Nobody knows which day is the night tied. 
Time is only the sun’s rising and setting. If 
only we could stay longer onboard; a few 
days more without chaos and within that 

warmth.

Account of the Mavi Marmara Sea Journey

well. Preparations continue to the last minute 
at the port the ships will dock at. Gaza will be 
hosting a multitude of guests who are coming 
by sea for the first time. The port in Gaza was in 
bad condition and out of use, but as soon as the 
news of the flotilla arrived, they got down to 
repairing it to welcome the guests. In addition to 
the buoys that can carry 25-ton weight, another 
buoy with a 100 m3 motor that can carry 35 tons 
on its body is being built. In case an emergency 
occurs during docking, the passengers will be 
transferred to shore via boats or paddle boats. 
For this reason, fishing boats are waiting at the 
coast of Gaza.

Some youngsters gave me the news about 

the flotilla that it was arriving tomorrow 

not today. They told me to leave the port 

and go home. I refused. I will be staying 

here until the flotilla reaches even it 

takes a month and I will kiss everybody’s 

forehead onboard one by one.

Um el-Abd Rıdvan (1947/Gaza)

 As the waiting period draws closer to 
the end, time goes by ever so slowly. For 
the sake of passing time and preventing 
boredom, a live gig onboard the ship has 
been arranged. Preparations for this were 

already done during the day.

Our group joined heads again and turned to 

make some arrangements. We are writing 

down a song for Gaza. We will be singing 

this song for the live broadcast tonight. We 

want to awaken the sensitivity of all good 

people, who feel about the atrocities being 

committed in Gaza, whether or not they 

are onboard this ship. We want everybody 

to witness the excitement of the people 

here. Everybody wishes peace. Having 

seen that picture of togetherness, who can 

claim that peace is not soon to come?

Süleyman Çakmak
(1962/Journalist/Istanbul, Turkey)
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Mavi Marmara after 10.00 pm
The voice drops to the wheelhouse and 
urges the captain to identify himself. 
The captain, in response, says that he 
is together with civilian passengers and 
bringing humanitarian aid to Gaza.

It was around 22.00 hours on May 30th. The first call came. Normally, there 

is no such practice. They do not have the right to ask us anything. The right 

to inquiry exists in cases when situations like human, arms or illegal drug 

trafficking are suspected.  Countries can now ask this in international waters 

as an accepted practice but it is unlawful. This sort of call came. At around 

22.00 we were asked “who we were?” the captain gave the name and registry 

number of the vessel. He gave the number of passengers onboard and stated 

that we were going to Gaza. The answer was “Gaza has been embargoed. 

There has been an embargo over sea. You can’t go there.” In response, the 

captain told them that “We are carrying humanitarian aid and we can bring 

those supplies to Gaza, this is our right.” Then the connection was cut.”

Hüseyin Oruç (1969/IHH Vice President)
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that passes safe and sound is worth a day 
for everybody now. The course has been 
turned to Egypt. The ship is panting… 

MAY 31ST, 2010
00.00
Continuous live coverage on air; everybody 
puts on their life-jackets. It is pitch dark, a 
Lebanese refugee who lost his entire family 
during Israeli attacks is talking on the live 
broadcast; foreign participants, women 
follow after him to go on the floor. They 
state that the ship must not be intercepted. 

The media have been scanned. Hundreds of 
people in Turkey pour out into the streets 
as soon as news about Israel’s harassments 
reaches them. The news has been flowing 
from Spain, UK, Malaysia and from many 
other places. Gaza is on hold…

In response, captains of the various vessels stated that 
their destination was Gaza and the purpose was to deliver 
humanitarian aid. They also asserted that the Israeli forces 
did not have the right to order the vessels to change course 
and that the blockade was illegal. A representative of the Free 
Gaza Movement spoke to the Israelis on behalf of the whole 
flotilla, reiterating that the passengers were unarmed civilians 
delivering humanitarian aid and that none of the ships should 
be considered as any form of threat to Israel. At no stage was a 
request made by the Israeli Navy for the cargo to be inspected.
Contacts with the Israeli Navy continued until around 0200 
hours when communication equipment was jammed by the 
Israeli forces, cutting them off to all external communications. 
However, the vessels in the flotilla were able to maintain 
contact with one another via handheld two-way radios.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding Mission 
(Article 109), September 27, 2010

The mixer room warns that we have lost 
live broadcasting ability. Is Israel going to do 
something that shouldn’t be seen?

Everything continued the same way that 

night until 22.00. All reporters were in fact 

aware that something was imminent though 

what exactly it was remained uncertain. 

Television coverage was conducted in this way, 

announcements and interviews were turning 

around this subject. Friends from Al Jazeera 

came and asked what will happen. We kind 

of felt deep down that an attack might occur. 

And the weather had by now grown dark. 

Leaning together on the back railings of the 

ship, we looked at the other ships that weren’t 

very far away. We had our friends in each of 

the other ships and we were concerned about 

them. Our understanding was that cargo ships 

would be the first target of a possible attack. 

All reporters wished they were present there 

at that moment to record what was about 

to happen but the means were limited and 

whatever will happen was going to appear at 

that moment. Making plans for broadcasting 

of this minute was really difficult. At around 

22.30 pm, having jammed and blocked our 

frequency that we had rented on Turksat with 

a stronger broadcast, Israel continued these 

kinds of harassments up until around 00.30 

am. When we saw that they could manage to 

do this, we immediately got in contact with 

Turkey and informed Turksat about this illegal 

activity. They too sent a warning message 

about this subject to the Israeli authorities. 

Meanwhile, via the hand-held two-way radios, 

the news that Israeli navy was fast coming 

towards us began to be sent to us. 

Recep Köse
(1980/IHH Production Department)

23.00
Foreign lights at chasing position become 
apparent around us. These are not Gazze 
I, Defne Y or the others. People are on the 
alert, there is a tense quiet. Palestinians 
always say that Israel raids always at 
night. Have we left the beautiful days in 
the Mediterranean far behind? A minute 

02.30
We have been warned about unmanned 
aerial vehicles. Everybody abruptly rushes 
to the decks. There are no voices; it is like the 
calm before the storm. A warning is being 
made for everybody to return to their seat. 
The passengers return to their seats and 
the waiting begins. The women go down to 
the section allocated for them and were not 
allowed entry to the upper floors for security 
reasons.  The list of people with medical and 
first aid experience among women are drafted 
at once. The watchers are determined in order 
to be fast enough during a possible raid. A circle 
of prayers, a string of knees…

“They told us that the zodiacs have 
approached”. Ok but what does it mean?! 
“Unmanned aerial vehicles passed” said some. 
I couldn’t decide if the unmanned one or the 
manned one is destructive. A dark suspense… 
I am waiting for the morning; I am waiting 
for the day light so that they would draft this 
day’s destiny and save it.  It is around 04.30 
in the morning and we are in the blue waters 
of the Mediterranean. The Azan gives a break 
to the unknown and reminds us “Rotamız 

Filistin Yükümüz İnsani Yardım!”

Emrin Çebi
(1978/IHH Orphan Cares Department)
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“Mavi Marmara, they will attack you!..”
04.15
The morning azan is being called. 
Everybody in their life jackets has formed in 
lines. The pray made and the iqamah given 
are different this time. No it is not because 
of the morning’s calm, also not because of 
the Mediterranean’s mildness, this time the 
daylight is quite different…

It was past 04.00. Despite that everybody 

was extremely tired and sleepless, we 

had focused on the big ships following 

us. Then tens of small zodiacs with high 

maneuverability started to run towards 

us at full speed. We thought the blocking 

would be conducted upon us. But when the 

zodiacs came out in front of us from 200-

300 meters back and pulled away, the first 

thing I did was to pass an announcement 

to my team friends who were on live 

broadcast onboard the Mavi Marmara 

via handheld radio. When I said “Mavi 

Marmara, they will attack you!..”, Brother 

Abdulhamit said “Repeat the paging”. And 

when I said “They passed over us, they 

will attack you!, he only said “Roger”…

(The ship Defne-Y)
Abdullah Camioğlu
(1985/IHH Production Department)

 04.30 
By 04.33 am all frequencies were jammed 
onboard the vessel by Israel. We are 
maintaining our protest in front of the Israeli 
Consulate. 
After this SMS that I have sent, we 

became quite worried. As far as we could 

monitor on the screens at the Crisis 

Desk, the course of the ship was altering. 

We could still follow the broadcast. Two 

armed soldiers with their faces masked 

had entered the ship from the end. This 

was the first scene I saw and I couldn’t 

believe what I was seeing. I was asking 

my friends if this was real. We had moved 

from the crisis desk to the other room. 

There were friends who had turned back 

from the consulate. Then coming in haste, 

Mr. Yavuz instructed “Write...” and made 

us to give the news of the attack for 

Turkey .

Ayşenur Aksu (1987/IHH Call Centre)
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«
ATTACK ON THE FREEDOM

FLOTILLA AND INTERCEPTION
OF PASSENGERS



Attack on 
the Freedom 

Flotilla and 
interception

of passengers

he six ships assembled on May 
30th, 2010 nearly 70 miles south 
of Cyprus and approximately 65 

nautical miles off the Lebanese coast. The 
ships set out for Gaza on the same day at 
15.54. According to plans drafted ahead 
of the journey by flotilla organizers, an 
assessment of the situation was going to be 
made after the vessels reached 40-50 miles 
south and the course ahead was going 
to be decided based on this assessment. 
If the conditions were appropriate, the 
flotilla planned to move towards Gaza. 
In case of Israeli interception, the plan 
was to stay in international waters and 
call for international public’s attention in  
order to get Israel’s approval. Under these 
circumstances it was planned that the 
flotilla would head for Egyptian waters 
and from there go to Gaza. If none of those 
options was possible, then the flotilla would 
turn back.

On the night of May 30th, 2010, at around 
22.30 hours, the war vessels of the Israeli 
Navy made their first radio contact with the 
captains of our sea convoy by approaching 
the flotilla. During this contact, the captains 
were told to switch to an alternate band. 
The captains of the flotilla refused the 
request and continued using the same 
band in which the conversation was open 
to all shipping. The Israeli naval forces then 
requested the flotilla captains to identify 

T  themselves and state their destination. 
The captains identified themselves and 
stated that their destination was Gaza and 
that they were carrying humanitarian aid 
supplies. The Israeli Navy then told the 
captains to change the vessels’ courses. 
The captains of the humanitarian aid flotilla 
stated that they were in international 
waters and Israeli forces did not have the 
authority to instruct them to change course. 
After these threatening and harassing 
messages spread among the passengers, 
a tense suspense began between the 
volunteers. Considering any possible cases 
of emergencies in mind, all the volunteers 
onboard the Mavi Marmara and the other 
ships put on their life-jackets.

Following this threatening development, 
the parliamentarians, intellectuals, activists, 
and NGO representatives addressed for 
six hours through live coverage news of 
Israeli threats against the humanitarian 
flotilla. The Israeli threats being issued in 
international waters, were broadcast in 
Turkish, English, Hebrew, Arabic, Spanish, 
French, German and Urdu languages. 
But Israel was sporadically jamming and 
blocking the satellite frequency, resulting 
in the broadcasts often being marked by 
interruptions. 

All of a sudden, at 02.00 hours in the 
morning, tens of light appeared at the back 
of the Mavi Marmara and the other vessels. 

The flotilla left the rendezvous point at 1554 hours 
on 30 May 2010 and proceeded in a south-westerly 

direction on course 222 degrees. This course was altered 
to 185 degrees, approximately due south, at 2330 hours 
upon drawing level with the coast of Israel and in order 

to maintain a course roughly parallel to the coast. The 
flotilla maintained a distance of 70 nautical miles from 

the coast since a NAVTEX (Navigational Telex) advisory 
had warned that the Israeli military were conducting 

exercises up to 68 nautical miles from the coast.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 107), September 27, 2010
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Unmanned vehicles that were flying very 
high in circles over the flotilla were sighted. 
And messages from the other ships about 
the existence of a lot objects approaching 
them began to be received as well by the 
Mavi Marmara.

Around 04.25 am, zodiacs, each with 
about 12 black full face masks, fully armed 
commandos appeared around the ship. The 
soldiers were shooting at the Mavi Marmara 
with long-barrelled weapons and were at 
the same time trying to hold on to the ship 
with 3-4 meter thick hooked metals. Sound 
of gunfire began to be heard; smoke and tear 
gas and percussion bombs were exploding 
on the decks of the ship. The passengers 
onboard had put on gas masks to avoid the 
effect of gas; others covered their mouths 
with wet tissues. Looming suddenly at that 
moment above the Mavi Marmara, Israeli 
helicopters hovered for a while over the 
location of the live broadcast and then went 
straight to the front side of the funnel and 
began to drop soldiers on to the ship at this 
point. As the Israeli commandos roped down 
to the ship, they were firing their weapons. 
Several humanitarian aid volunteers at 
the roof and around the wheelhouse were 
wounded in this first assault.

The Israeli forces used smoke and stun grenades in an attempt to 
clear an area for the landing of soldiers. The first rope that was 
let down from the helicopter was taken by passengers and tied it 
to a part of the top deck and thereby rendered ineffective for the 
purpose of soldiers’ descent. A second rope was then let down from 
the helicopter and the first group of soldiers descended. … it (the 
mission) has concluded that live ammunition was used from the 
helicopter onto the top deck prior to the descent of the soldiers.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding Mission 
(Article 114), September 27, 2010

The Israeli Navy with all its heavy weapons and equipment could 
have stopped the vessels and taken them to Israeli ports and thus 
could have avoided harm to passengers; but this option was not 
considered and the ships were un der assault with the intention 
to carry out a pre-planned attack against civilians.

When they were coming towards us with zodiacs, everybody who had finished praying rushed around in 

panic. We saw that they were coming down from the helicopter onto the ship. Sound of gunfire was coming 

from everywhere. We saw one or two wounded passenger during this turbulence but we thought that they 

were hit by plastic bullets. We could not even imagine that the Israelis would use live ammunition against 

unarmed innocent humanitarian aid workers. Just at that moment, somebody cried out loud: “They have 

killed Brother Cevdet.” Dear Cevdet with whom I had made eye contact just a very short time earlier, 

was shot in the forehead and was lying just two meters away in a pool of blood. He had just left running 

past us in that direction only a few seconds earlier. A friend of ours immediately took off his white shirt 

and began waving it and announced that everybody should withdraw from the decks and go to the halls.

Ahmet Faruk Ünsal (1963/President of MAZLUM-DER/Ankara, Turkey)

I was at the deck of live broadcasting. I saw 

the wounded people. Brother Cevdet passed me 

by holding a camera in his hands. We never 

spoke. When someone yelled out “People are 

dying upstairs, no one to help for God’s sake?” 

Brother Cevdet rushed towards the place of the 

clash with the camera in his hands and was 

shot right in his forehead by Israeli soldiers 

while trying to document what was happening. 

This incident struck me badly and I fell down 

on the floor, crying and rolling uncontrollably. 

I could believe what I was seeing.

Salih Bilici
(1979/Coordinator of IHH Press Department)



68

Faced with the live ammunition of the soldiers, the air volunteers tried to protect themselves 
with water bottles, chairs or things like that they could find. Meanwhile, in spite of all Israeli 
attempts to block the live coverage at the top deck, it was still on. Members of the media were 
working hard to report the incidents occurring onboard to the rest of the world. 

Israel had completely blocked the broadcasting 
over the main frequency right before the 
attack began but there was another means 
of broadcasting over a second frequency 
onboard the ship. And very few had the 
knowledge of how to run and administer 
this frequency. 

During the first helicopter’s approach to 
the top of the ship, while Bülent Yıldırım 
was on air, our frequency was jammed but 
our broadcasting on the back up frequency 
was still on.. While on one side we were 
providing images of the ships and zodiacs 
that we supplied from the main cameras to 
be broadcast on air, on the other side we 
were airing images of the wounded that 
were taken by handycams. These were 
thrown by volunteer friends whom we 
had entrusted, into the window of stage 
management that opens to the ladder. Still 
we were not sure whether our broadcast 
was reaching the world. 

While we were on air and when it was under 
the control of the Israeli soldiers, one of 
our cameramen was shot in the arm and 
another one was arrested. Now the main 
cameras were out of commission. On the 
floor with security cameras there was no 
Israeli soldier present yet. Meanwhile the 
wheelhouse and all outdoors were captured 
and the people started gathering in the 
halls. After this moment we were able to 
broadcast only the images of the Israeli 
soldiers landing on the ship. These were 
captured by the two cameras at the top deck 
that were located at the back of the ship, the 
images captured by handycams and those 
that came from cameras in the halls. 

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

As I was on-air, they brought down the body of Cevdet Kılıclar. I remember saying on-air “One man has 
been seriously wounded, we think he may die.” But after I handed over the microphone to someone else 
and went with my camera to see him, it was clear that there was little hope for him.
I ran to the other side of the ship, hoping to capture more of what was going on. As I made my way 
down to the side of the deck, I heard someone shout from above. I looked up; an Israeli soldier standing 
on the roof [navigation deck] had his rifle pointed at me, less than two metres from my head. He kept 
shouting in Hebrew, and I couldn’t understand what he was saying. I froze, expecting to die at that 
moment. But someone opened a door nearby, distracting the soldier, and I ran inside. I made my way 
back out to the other side of the ship. As I got back to the top deck, I saw more bodies being brought 
down. Bulent Yıldırım, the president of the IHH, sensing the aid mission was turning into a massacre, 
took off his white shirt. The shirt was then attached to a pole, and waved in the air as a white flag – but 
the shooting continued. Announcements were made on the ship’s laudspeakers in multiple languages 
asking for the soldiers to stop shooting and send medical help – but the shooting continued.
Initially the Israelis didn’t know I was a journalist, so I was subject to the same treatment as the vast 
majority of those onboard the ship. We were taken, one by one, from inside onto the top deck. Like others, 
I was kicked and punched while the soldiers searched me, and again like others, my hands were tied 
together so tight that I lost blood circulation in them for some time. I was walked onto the deck where 
everyone was held; the scene shocked me: hundreds of people kneeling on the floor with their hands tied 
behind their backs. Ironically -and with the image of Cevdet still fresh in my mind- it reminded me of a 
concentration camp. After a while, the soldiers took me up onto the top deck. There I saw more of the 
passengers tied up and sitting on the floor – completely exposed to the burning Mediterranean sun. I was 
made to sit down next to a young man who had been shot in the legs and in the back, and he told me 
the wound in his leg was from a live bullet while the blood still dripping out of his back was from rubber 

bullets. The soldiers ignored him and the pain he was in, and left him on the floor with his hands tied.

Hassan Ghani (1985/Press TV, UK )
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We stayed in the broadcasting room for 15 
more minutes. We had two options before us; 
we either wait to be taken over there, or we 
move to the halls. Our first thoughts were 
to set one of the cameras within the stage 
management room and to broadcast live 
Israeli soldiers’ raid into the room; but due to 
the uncertainty about whether the broadcasts 
were reaching Turkey and because of the 
high number of fatalities onboard the ship, 
prevented us from putting this into practice. 
Thus, we left the room placing a camera that 
could monitor people in the hall. 

The first thing I saw when I opened the door 
of the stage management room was the 
traces of blood that tracked a stretching path 
on the floor. We first went to the pressroom; 
here were all the press members under the 
desks. And in the corridors it was also a 
matter of life and death. There was a strong 
smell of blood all around. I saw the wounded 
who were lying on the floors and over the 
seats when I went into the hall. We told one 
of the people there that one of the cams was 
connected to the satellite. Upon hearing this, 
people started writing and holding out big 

papers that read “Call for help”.

Recep Köse
(1980/IHH Production Department)

When the attack began, the second frequency 
was put in the circuit and what was 
happening onboard the ship was broadcast 
to the whole world. The humanitarian aid 
volunteers onboard the ship were issuing 
calls for the whole world to immediately stop 
the massacre. The gun shots and sound of 
grenades could be heard, the fire opened from 

the helicopters could be monitored live by 
viewers. However, the Israeli soldiers believed 
that the attack they were carrying out could 
not be watched around the world. Around 
07.00 am when the broadcast, still on air, was 
discovered, the flotilla was disconnected from 
the world by cutting all the cables. People 
were wounded on the first and second decks 
on the fore and aft by Israeli gunfire  but the 
most massive carnage was perpetrated on 
the floor of the wheelhouse and the roof. 

Zodiacs loomed suddenly out of the darkness, 

surrounded us and began to shoot. There were 

10-15 Israeli soldiers onboard each zodiac and 

they were firing. When I walked inside the hall 

I saw people lying on the floor in pools of blood. 

Everywhere had turned into a bloodbath…

Sümeyye Ertekin (1982/TV NET, Turkey)

Hilarion Capucci

Hilarion Capucci (born 2 March 1922, Aleppo, nort-
hern Syria) was appointed archbishop of Caesare 
for the Melkite Greek Catholic Church. During his 
time in office he was a fierce opponent of Israel, 
aligning himself with the Palestinians. On Au-
gust 18, 1974 he was arrested by Israeli police 
for smuggling weapons into the West Bank. He 
was subsequently convicted by an Israeli court of 
using his diplomatic status to smuggle arms to the 
Palestine Liberation Army and sentenced to 12 
years in prison. He was released two years later 
due to intervention by the Vatican. Capucci conti-
nues to advocate for Palestinian rights. In January 
2009, he had attempted to break the siege aboard 
a Free Gaza ship, which turned back after being 
fired on, harassed and boarded by Israel’s navy.

Our trip to Gaza was a trip of love and 

God was with us. Israel by its actions 

had rightly drawn world outrage over 

its brutality against unarmed people 

carrying a message of love to an inno-

cent occupied people under siege. The 

Israeli aggression uncovered Israel’s 

racism and fascism. This is the second 

time I joined supporters on a ship to 

break the siege on Gaza, and that the 

Israeli occupation soldiers had also at-

tacked the first time, me and the parti-

cipants will continue our attempts until 

the siege on Gaza is lifted. Palestinians 

will return to a free and independent 

Palestinian, Israel’s strength is relative 

and not absolute.
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Given the evidence at the Turkel 
Committee, it is clear that there was no 

reasonable suspicion that the Flotilla posed 
any military risk of itself. As a result, no 

case could be made for intercepting the 
vessels in the exercise of belligerent rights 

or Article 51 self-defence. Thus, no case can 
be made for the legality of the interception 

and the Mission therefore finds that the 
interception was illegal.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 

58 ), September 27, 2010.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

We were in the press room and they tried 

to enter from the door at right side of 

the door but it was closed. They started 

yelling. They thought that we had locked 

the door. It was the first time I had ever 

faced a soldier let alone an Israeli one 

and I was stunned. But I never felt fear. 

I told them we did not have the keys and 

they would have to break the door if they 

wanted to come in. Then I returned to my 

seat.

Quassima ibn Salah (1981/Al Jazeera)

I was in the pressroom, and suddenly 

many people went out when information 

came that we had been surrounded by 

fourteen speedboats. I heard bombs falling 

on deck; the sound was so loud that I 

thought the walls [bulkheads] would fall 

apart. People were running outside trying 

to hinder the soldiers climbing aboard. I 

saw a man who got hit with some kind of 

a projectile in the eye. A comrade came 

in and told us that we shouldn’t go out, 

because they were firing live ammunition, 

and two men had been killed. I tried to 

think calmly and sat down on the floor 

waiting for the firing to stop. I wasn’t sure 

if we would survive the attack.

Edda Virginia Manga Otalora
(1969/Historian/Sweden)

I was on the deck when the sound of grenades 
woke me up. The gun shots were echoing 
nonstop everywhere. I went to the front of the 
ship. Everybody was terrified and thus rushing 
around. Some sat down and started to pray. 
The floors were so full of blood that you would 
almost get your feet stuck in it. I didn’t mind and 
ran across. As I was about to ascend the stairs, 
a stretcher was brought and was hastily left by 
my side. On the stretcher was Cevdet Kılıçlar… 
Then I went upstairs. The stairs that ended 
at the floor of the wheelhouse and the rooms, 
were leading out. When I reached there and saw 
people who had lined up on the two sided stairs, 
I realized that soldiers were patrolling on the 
outside. One of our brothers, who tried to reach 
the door to go in, was shot in the back as he 
was about to grab the door’s handle. Just at that 
moment, an announcement was made telling us 
to return to our seats and that we needed to 
pray. We took care of our wounded. We took our 
shaheeds (martyrs) inside and began waiting.
Üsame Sekizkardeş
(1994/Student/Istanbul, Turkey)

None of the flotilla participants had joined 
the journey in order to die; everybody has 
set out to bring to an end the cruel siege and 
embargo that has been imposed on Gaza. 
and to have the aid supplies delivered to 
the Palestinian people. Neither before the 
journey nor during it, was anyone expecting 
that such a bloody attack would take place.

When the first zodiacs approached the ship, 
I was at the top deck. Sounds of explosions 
occurring downstairs could be heard. Naturally, 
we had to defend ourselves. We were running to 
the right and left to hinder Israeli commandos 
from climbing onboard the ship. I ran towards 
it when I heard they were trying to climb 
from the stern. Then I witnessed the wounded 
being taken down from the upper level. On 
the one hand, I was trying to tell people to 
show restraint while on the other I tried to 
make sense as what kind of mentality might 
be behind such a massive attack directed at 
completely unarmed people on a ship carrying 
humanitarian supplies that in any case was 
besieged by the Israeli navy. Later I saw a 
number of our martyrs and the wounded who 
had gathered into one of the passenger halls. 
I had no chance of providing medical help and 
like many other friends, I could only strive to 
boost the morale of the few medical personnel 

we had onboard and to the wounded.

Ömer Karaoğlu
(1968/Artist/Istanbul, Turkey)
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Mairead Maguiread
Born in Belfast in 1944, 
Mairead Maguiread is one 
of the founders of Peace 
People, a movement that 
aims to build peace between 
Catholics and Protestants 
in Northern Ireland. From 
young age, she has been 
working for the rehabilita-

tion of children, youth and the convicted prisoners 
released from incarceration. She has strived to en-
gage in and encourage dialogue between political 
and religious leaders. Together with Betty Williams, 
Maguire was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1976.  She founded the Nobel Women’s Initiative 
in 2006 with other Nobel Peace Prize winners 
Betty Williams, Shirin Ebadi, Jody Williams, Wangari 
Maathai and Rigoberta Menchu. Maguire, who cur-
rently heads the Peace People movement, has been 
actively involved in ending the embargo imposed 
on Gaza and to raise the Palestinian issue at global 
forums to bring it on to the international agenda. 
She is married and is the mother of five children. 

During the night, when we were in in-
ternational waters, a couple of Israeli 
naval ships came up around us. Over 
the radio, they told us if we did not 
turn back to Cyprus, they would shoot 
at our boat. They cut off our communi-
cations, including our satellite commu-
nications. So we were in grave danger 
of actually being killed at that point. 
The second thing was, when actually 
the navy combat forces came on board 
our boat, they wouldn’t allow the cap-
tain to take the boat to Ashdod; in-
stead, they took over. And, you know, 
I really thought that we were all going 
to drown, because when we got near, 
when we were sailing to Ashdod, there 
were heavy winds, there was water 
coming in, and it was—really we were 
in a very, very dangerous position. So 
we were literally hijacked, taken at 
gunpoint by the Israeli military.

The ropes were thrown down from the 
helicopter; the soldiers were trying to come 
down. They were shooting all around; sounds 
of bullets were interspersed with sounds of 
grenades. Smoke bombs used by the Israeli 
attackers made it virtually impossible for 
us to see and my mind began to wander as 
if I was driving through a foggy forest. The 
smoke, however, quickly cleared, dispersed by 
the sea breeze. As it cleared, I took the shawl 
around brother Bülent’s neck and took my 
own keyyifeh off and soaked it with water 
in Café Gazze. We wrapped those around our 
faces in a way to cover our nose. Then I took 
Bülent Abi by his arm and stayed together 
on the deck during the attack. Meantime, we 
sent the women downstairs. The wounded and 
bodies of our brothers who were martyred 
were constantly being moved from the 
exposed upper deck. We were putting them 

on the stretchers and sending them to the hall.

Murat Yılmaz (1974/IHH Vice President)

Every inch onboard the Mavi Marmara had 
turned into a pool of blood. All around were 
the wounded and the doctors, nurses and 
volunteers who were rushing to help them. 

I was in the first hall during the attack 

and went out running to deck. There were 

lots of wounded people all around. We 

began to carry them downstair. From the 

announcements we realized that many 

people had been wounded. Some had really 

serious injuries. We moved the wounded to 

the halls and had them lie on the seats. 

There were people who were wounded on 

their legs, chest, head or back. There were 

those who had severe bleeding. When I 

passed to the other hall, there I saw four 

persons’ bodies that were covered in sheets.

Şenay Aydın
(1978/Nurse/Istanbul, Turkey)

As soon as the attack started, the wounded 
began almost flowing into the infirmary. We 
had to treat several people that were having 
hemorrage at the same time. Then they brought 
the Israeli soldiers in. I told one of the soldiers: 
“You are not going to be treated badly here 
at all; you will receive medical help and you 
will be protected here.” Then I saw that the 
Israeli soldiers didn’t have any serious injury. 
Onboard this ship, the one that was under Israeli 
naval attack, Israeli soldiers were treated well 
and provided all medical care even as they 
shot and killed many of our unarmed peaceful 
passengers. Even against their executioners, 
the good hearted people onboard the Mavi 
Marmara behaved with compassion and within 

the boundaries of the law.

Dr. Hasan Hüseyin Uysal
(1960/MAZLUMDER/Konya, Turkey)
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Dr. Mevlit Yurtseven

Born in Kayseri in 1963, Dr. Mevlit Yurtseven grad-
uated from Erciyes University’s Medical Faculty. Dr. 
Yurtseven studied at Karadeniz Technical Univer-
sity as a qualified specialist and currently works as 
an executive at a private hospital in Istanbul. He is 
married and the father of three children. 

I knew that the medical care I was 
applying was useless; anyway I did my 
best for the people not to feel helpless. 
But I myself felt the helplessness. 
Knowing it wouldn’t make any good, we 
made artificial respiration and CPR to 
a wounded person through intubation. 
Soon he breathed his last in our hands. 
Another serious injury, Uğur Suleyman 
was lying on the floor. We could not do 
anything in terms of medical help.  I 
could only wrap up the lesion in his head 
.The friends applied the serum so as to 
do something to help reduce his pain. 
Çetin Topçuoğlu was brought in then. 
When he came in, his injury was fatal. 
I am haunted by the image of his wife 
waiting by his side. She was waiting for 
help and crying. I can never forget that 
expression on her face. I have never 
seen or experienced something like that 
before. I have not witnessed anything 
similar or equal to that moment during 
my entire professional life, never.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

Gun shots were continuously being heard. Meantime, Turkish, Arabic and English 
announcements urging the passengers to return their seats in the halls were being made.

I went downstairs and sat in the hall. Repeated calls for help were made from the tannoy to the Israeli 
commandos who had taken over the ship. The calls started at 05.15 in the morning, and it was only at 
about 07.00 that the Israelis allowed the first of the seriously wounded to be evacuated. I was sitting and 
hearing the announcements: “We have dead, we have seriously wounded, please help…” That was really bad 
for me, because I knew people were dying. Then, when the Israelis started to allow the wounded to leave, I 
thought that the doctors, who were also passengers on the ship and who had been caring for them, would 
go with them. While the first person who was seriously wounded was evacuated, the Israelis pointed at me 
and wanted me to carry the drip; since I have no medical experience, I asked someone else with medical 
experience to go with him thinking that he would stay with the wounded. (But then the Israelis started 
talking to me, asked my name, and wanted to know the number of the wounded on the ship. So, I walked 
from the back of the ship to the front where the wounded were staying to see how many people were able 
to be taken out…) I did not realise that the Israelis were taking the doctors away from the wounded. But 

when I went out at the end, I saw all of the doctors, the first-aids and helpers in handcuffs as well.

Sarah Colborne (1967/Palestine Solidarity Campaign/UK)

Since I worked as nurse before, I was among the medical personnel. When they began taking the 

first wounded in, I was shocked for a short period of time. I couldn’t believe what I saw. I never 

ever expected something like that. I never gave a second thought that it might be a bloody attack. 

They were bringing in the wounded nonstop. Without exaggeration, every place where we put our 

foot, it was covered in blood. We couldn’t manage to stop the bleeding of the wounded.  They at one 

point brought in two Israeli soldiers. We treated them. I can never forget for the rest of my life the 

expression of fear in their eyes.

Gönül Acar (1967/Housewife/Gaziantep, Turkey)

When I came down to the infirmary, the place was filled with the blood of the wounded. The hollows 

of the wooden board were filled with blood. They brought in around 30 wounded at one time.  While 

I was putting on my gloves, a wounded came up to me and said “I don’t know if there is something 

on my head or the neck.” I took his hat off and saw nothing. But when I ripped his t-shirt, I saw 

three cuts from his neck to the bottom. There was very intense bleeding from these too deep cuts. 

The treatment we could apply was already limited. We were trying to minimize the bleeding at least 

to a certain extend by stabilizing the wounds with gauzes and tourniquets.

Esra Çelik (1986/Housewife/Sakarya, Turkey)
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Someone came up and said “there are 

three soldiers inside”. I told them to send 

the soldiers immediately from the back 

door. The soldiers’ presence was increasing 

the possibility of interference in the place. 

A bigger bloodbath would occur in such a 

situation. The presence of soldiers inside 

was a great risk for everybody. We set 

them free at once without letting any 

harm coming to them. Murat Akinan was 

assigned for the security of the soliders by 

Brother Bülent. I, too, told Ahmet Sarıkurt 

“You too are going straight away and hand 

them over without allowing any harm to 

anyone.” The friends opened up the door 

and led the soldiers out through that door. 

And then started the process of waiting.

Hüseyin Oruç (1969/IHH Vice President) 

When the soldiers were brought to my side, 

they were so afraid that they looked as if 

their knees would collapse and they were 

almost weeping. Because they had come to 

kill us, they thought our intention would be 

the same. While we were treating the first 

soldier, the other two soldiers were brought 

in as well. We both secured their protection 

and provided for their medical treatment.

Murat Akinan
(1962/Shopowner/Istanbul, Turkey)

The Mission has found no evidence to suggest 
that any of the passengers used firearms or 
that any firearms were taken on board the ship. 
Despite requests, the Mission has not received 
any medical records or other substantiated 
information from the Israeli authorities regar-
ding any firearm injuries sustained by soldiers 
participating in the raid. Doctors examined the 
three soldiers taken below decks and no firearm 
injuries were noted. Further, the Mission finds 
that the Israeli accounts so inconsistent and 
contradictory with regard to evidence of alleged 
firearms injuries to Israeli soldiers that it has 
to reject it.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 116), 
September 27, 2010

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I set foot 
on the deck. It was may be five minutes 
since the assault had begun. The minutes 
felt like hours. Tens of wounded were on 
the deck, and almost all of them were 
fatally shot with live ammunition. All the 
wounded were bleeding profusely. We first 
began to move the wounded friends to the 
main hall. Among them were two of our 
brothers whose injuries were very serious. 
One of them was Cengiz Akyüz. He was 
given CPR for almost 15 minutes and he 
received artificial respiration but most of 
his injuries were inflicted upon his vital 
organs, thus we couldn’t save him. Four 
brothers were lying on the floor, dead. 
On the other side, we were carrying the 
wounded, we saw more than 50 injured 
people in less than 10 minutes. We never 
presumed that something like this would 
be experienced at all. There was medicine, 
ointments and other materials to treat 
minor injuries that may occur during the 
journey, such as medication for nausea, 
painkillers, three oxygen tubes and a 
defibrillator for possible problems of 
people with heart disease. Materials other 

than that weren’t thought to be necessary.

Yaşar Kutluay
(1972/IHH Vice President)
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Iara Lee
Iara Lee is a Brazilian 
citizen of Korean de-
scent. An activist and 
filmmaker, she studied 
cinematography and 
philosophy at the Uni-
versity of New York. 
She coordinated Sao 
Paolo International Film 

Festival between 1984 and 1989. She founded 
the Caipirinha Foundation, which is active in 
the areas of human rights, international law, 
independent media, art and culture in 1989. She 
is currently working on projects dedicated to 
global solidarity and conflict prevention under 
an umbrella foundation Cultures of Resistance, 
which brings together artists and activists from 
different regions of the world. She had joined 
the flotilla on behalf the Caipirinha Foundation 
that she had founded onboard Challenger I and 
when the boat got broken, she continued the 
journey together with her crew onboard the 
Mavi Marmara.

We were transferred to the Mavi 
Marmara when our boat got broken. 
We tried to document everything we 
experienced during the journey. But 
all of our materials were stolen by the 
Israeli government. We were lucky that 
one from our crew members managed 
to take out with him one-hour-
footage of Israeli attack. We released 
that footage in the press conference 
we held at the UN. After this, the 
Israeli government made an official 
complaint to the UN against us using 
doctored videos and voice recordings 
in order to disparage the dignity of 
the passengers and the humanitarian 
aid mission which does not resort to 
violence under any circumstances.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

Sound of smoke bombs explosions and 

gunshots were heard from every corner of 

the ship. When I turned towards the heli’s 

direction, I sighted brother Cengiz, he was 

shot. He had a life jacket over him and was 

having severe difficulty breathing. He asked 

us to open his life jacket. We immediately 

made him lie on a bank and loosened his 

life jacket. He could barely breathe. I went 

downstairs to look for a doctor. I called Dr. 

Hamdi and we went upstairs together. 

I wasn’t aware that the point we were at  was 

just in front of the door from where the Israeli 

soldiers had boarded the ship. Doctor Hamdi 

pulled me by my arm and stopped me from 

going out. The two comrades took Brother 

Cengiz by his arms and carried him to the 

location where we were. From there we took 

him downstairs into the hall. The entrance 

had turned into a lake of blood. The wounded 

were lying along the floor. Brother Ahmet 

Emin saw me and said: “We should call in the 

friends above. The soldiers are both coming 

forward and shooting, we will lose lots of 

lives,” I passed to the reception in a minute 

and began repeatedly announcing “Comrades 

we have lots of deaths and wounded.” The 

wounded were constantly being carried into 

the section I was in; but they weren’t treated 

as needed. We asked passengers, amidst this 

chaos, to return to their seats. In order to 

inform the foreign comrades we repeated the 

announcement in English. I remember sitting 

without moving an inch when I got news of 

Cevdet’s death. I was concerned about other 

the other passengers. The Israeli soldiers had 

started to move downstairs. At this point, 

Palestinian Arab Haneen Zoabi, a member of 

the Knesset, talked with the soldiers. Soon 

after that, all passengers started to move 

out of the hall one by one. The soldiers body- 

searched and handcuffed them. Then they 

were shoved up to the upper deck.

Osman Atalay

(1963/IHH Executive Board Member)

The Israeli soldiers were informed through announcements in English, Hebrew and Arabic 
that there were dead people; others had been wounded who needed emergency medical aid 
and everyone on board is unarmed; despite the calls for a ceasefire, the attack continued. 
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While all this was happening, repeated 
announcements were made urging 
passengers who had gathered in the halls 
to sit where they are and avoid sudden 
movement. While the passengers were 
waiting and staying as calm as they could, 
Israeli soldiers had trained their weapons at 
the people through the windows. 

On the top deck there were only the 
wounded people and soldiers but they 
continued to fire their guns. The more the 
passengers who were waiting in the halls 
heard those shots, the worse their concerns 
got about whether it was the wounded that 
were being shot at. Only after the forensic 
medicine report was released, it became 
evident that their concerns were completely 
justified. According to the reports and 
eyewitness accounts, it was determined 
that some of wounded were killed by the 
Israelis while others were severely injured.

During the operation to secure control of the top deck, the Israeli 
forces landed soldiers from three helicopters over a 15-minute 
period. The Israeli forces used paintballs, plastic bullets and 
live ammunition, fired by soldiers from the helicopter above 
and soldiers who had landed on the top deck. The use of live 
ammunition during this period resulted in fatal injuries to four 
passengers, and injuries to at least 19 others, 14 with gunshot 
wounds. Escape points to the bridge deck from the top deck 
were narrow and restricted and as such it was very difficult for 
passengers in this area to avoid being hit by live rounds. At least 
one of those killed was using a video camera and not involved 
in any of the fighting with the soldiers. The majority of gunshot 
wounds received by passengers were to their upper torsos in 
the head, thorax, abdomen and back. Given the relatively small 
number of passengers on the top deck during the incident, the 
Mission is driven to the conclusion that the vast majority were 
in receipt of gunshot wounds.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Article 118), September 27, 2010

Israeli soldiers continued shooting at passengers who had 
already been wounded, with live ammunition, soft baton 
charges (beanbags) and plastic bullets. Forensic analysis 
demonstrates that two of the passengers killed on the top 
deck received wounds compatible with being shot at close 
range while lying on the ground: Furkan Dogan received 
a bullet in the face and Ibrahim Bilgen received a fatal 
wound from a soft baton round (beanbag) fired at such 
close proximity to his head that parts such as wadding 
penetrated his skull and entered his brain…

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Article 117), September 27, 2010

According to information available to the Mission, the 
Israeli forces deployed to intercept the flotilla included a 
number of corvettes and missile boats, helicopters, zodi-
acs, surveillance aircraft and possibly two submarines. 
Soldiers from the “Shayetet 13” special naval forces unit 
took part in the operation. The operation was given the 
code name “Operation Sea Breeze” or “Operation Sky 
Winds”.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Article 96), September 27, 2010
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Sheikh Raid Salah
He was born in 1958 in Umm 
al-Fahm, Palestine and is the 
leader of the 1948 Lands Is-
lamic movement. In the years 
1989, 1993 and 1997, a total 
three times, he won the local 

elections and served as the mayor at Umm al-Fahm 
during the 90s. He has become one of the spearheads 
for passive resistance after he abandoned active politics. 
Along with humanitarian aid activities and social pro-
jects, he has been striving to make Palestinians living on 
lands Israel occupied in 1948 to become self-sufficient 
and economically independent. He has been arrested 
by Israel on scores of occasions since the year 1981 and 
banned from travel abroad at different times. Sheikh 
Raid Salah who managed to survive an assassination 
attempt plotted by Israeli units in 2000, is the father of 
eight children. Since 2009, he has been trying to draw 
the world’s attention to the archeological excavations 
carried out by the Israelis that are undermining the 
foundations of al-Aqsa Mosque and pose a serious 
threat to its stability and existence.  

After removing us from the ship, they 
took us straight to the Shikma prison 
located in Ashkelon. They accused me, 
the parliamentarian Haneen Zoabi and 
other brothers together with us on board 
of more than ten crimes. The jail term for 
such alleged crimes range from between 
10 and 20 years for each accused. They 
brought charges against us claiming we 
wanted to kill Israeli soldiers when the 
reality is they were the ones who killed 
our friends and wounded many others. 
They were the ones who attacked, seized 
the ship and took us captives and did so 
even in international waters. Despite all 
of these, according to them, we were the 
guilty party. First of all, with the help of 
Allah who is the Lord of all universes 
and then due to Turkish government’s 
brave stance, particularly that of Prime 
Minister Recep Erdoğan, they had to 
reluctantly release us from prison.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

Those of us in the women’s quarters sat and waited for any kind of news about what was happening 

on the ship. We heard voices of people we had joked with just the day before, telling us that armed 

soldiers had shot and wounded several activists on the ship. We heard the announcement of “Stop 

shooting, we are unarmed civilians” several times over the intercom from the background noise we 

could make out shouting and gun fire. After about three hours of sitting and hearing those screams, 

we were told to go upstairs.

The steps were covered in blood. Blood smears clung to the walls. I saw three bodies wrapped up in 

cloth lying on the floor their blood seeping through, while others were being treated by medics. We 

were told to remain seated and not to make sudden movements.

Gadija Davids (1985/Journalist/South Africa)

At the time when we were trying to treat the wounded, the Israelis wanted to move them but without 

stretchers. We told them that none of the patients could even manage to hold themselves up and 

stretchers were necessary because they were bleeding heavily. Our fear was that the Israelis were not 

going to take the wounded to the hospital immediately. They may take two to three hours to take care 

of the wounded. For this reason we did not hand over any of the wounded until their bleeding had 

stopped. For example, I reopened the wound of an injured person named Musa right at the moment 

and stopped the bleeding. Thanks to Allah, we had the necessary medicines. They let Musa fall as they 

were carrying him in a stretcher. The Israelis did not care one bit about what happened to the wounded. 

When I saw this, I stepped in and tied Musa tightly to the stretcher. There was another wounded person 

from Australia, Ahmed Luqman Talib and his sister who was with him. He couldn’t speak Turkish and 

he wanted us not to give him to the Israelis. Just as we assured him, he went into a state of coma again. 

We attached him with three serums to stop his bleeding. The Israelis demanded that Ahmet must walk 

himself. Again the arguments started when we objected. They kept yelling at us, we, too could have been 

shot at at that moment. But I didn’t listen to them. I didn’t hand Ahmet over to the Israeli soldiers until 

his urgent medical treatment was over. I tied him up with my own hands to a thin stretcher that was 

brought in and then I handed him over to the Israelis. Later when we were taken out, I saw Ahmet was 

still kept waiting on board and he was not taken to the hospital though they knew his life was in danger.

Hamdi Osmanoğlu (1960/Doctor/Istanbul, Turkey)
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Some of the wounded were subjected 
to further violence, including being hit 
with the butt of a weapon, being kicked 
in the head, chest and back and being 
verbally abused. A number of wounded 
passengers were handcuffed and then 
left unattended for some time before 
being dragged to the front of the deck 
by their arms or legs. 

UN  Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding  Mission 
(Article 118), September 27, 2010

…Insofar as these abuses amounted 
to the deliberate punishment of the 
passengers, or were an attempt to 
intimidate or coerce one or more of 
the passengers for participation in the 
flotilla and/or activities to prevent 
the interception of the flotilla, the 
treatment tended towards torture.

UN  Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding  Mission 
(Article 180), September 27, 2010
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I headed towards the location where Erkan was 
shooting. There were two Israeli soldiers over the 
bridge deck. Despite the long distance between us, 
they noticed me within seconds. Their weapons 
were immediately pointed at me. I heard a sound; 
they had fired a shot. I had crouched to the floor 
just in front of the back seats. The bullet must have 
crashed into the barrier. I quickly passed to the 
front section and got out of their visibility range.

Tens of persons in the broadcasting area that was 
located in the back had moved downstairs. Only the 
electrician Erol and I were left behind. The ship 
was now under the control of the Israeli soldiers. 
Announcements were made to tell the people to 
keep still in their seats otherwise those standing 
would be shot. We had nothing to do here. I let know 
Recep who was in the control room that we had 
come downstairs. I checked around with the light of 
the cam. There was no one. I could only sight the 
zodiacs around the ship. I took the cam with me. 

It hadn’t been even one minute since Erol left. All 
of a sudden, 8 or 9 Israeli soldiers emerged in front 
of me. Between us there was barely a distance of 
a few meters. I just stared blankly at their faces. 
Three of them pounced on me. Then one of them 
snatched the cam from my hands and raising it 
high, smashed it hard on the floor. And the last 

one also began checking my body and throwing 
everything out that was in my pockets and took 
away the jacket that had “press” written on it. I 
was also getting my share of the kicks while the 
other soldiers had their guns pointed at me.

They handcuffed me. One soldier straightened me 
by pulling me by my shoulders and asked if I had 
weapons on me. We came eye to eye. He had a big 
face, blue eyes with fair eyebrows and eyelashes 
and was wearing glasses. I told him that I did not 
have any weapon. He asked: “Sure?”

I had promised a friend from the foundation 
(IHH) that I would pray for him in a most difficult 
moment of my life. I said “Okay” and thought to 
myself, now was the moment. I prayed for any one 
that crossed my mind while I was just lying there. 
I was confident nothing but what Allah wished to 
happen to me was going to happen.

Some of the soldiers had placed their weapons inside 
from the door by my side and kept waiting while 
the others were cutting the cables at the back. They 
kept kicking me every now and then as well.  After a 
while, they must have got frightened of me watching 
them over. They turned my head in a different 

direction and covered me with a rash matt.

Mustafa Öztürk (1975/IHH/Production 
Department)

When the morning came, the passengers 
on board saw that the Mavi Marmara had 
been surrounded by zodiacs and warships. 
The helicopters too kept hovering overhead. 
After being left in suspense in that situation 
a little while longer, the soldiers announced 
that they were going to hand every person 
over one by one. The people were trying 
their best to move slowly because the 
soldiers looked ready to fire their guns. By 
this time, everybody on board was shoved, 
their clothes and bodies were checked 
thoroughly. Evryone was handcuffed 
and then made to climb the stairs. All 
passengers were forced to sit on their knees 
on the second deck. Some of the wounded 
were allowed to sit on benches. The process 
of body checking of passengers and 
handcuffing them lasted until 09.00. When 
there was no more room on the second deck, 

As people were going over the deck of the ship, the crew responsible for live broadcasts had 
connected the broadcast to the security cams in the halls over the control panel and closed the 
control room door. Then they went to the halls downstairs. But no one was sure whether the 
broadcasting was still on the air.

Flotilla passengers were civilians and in the context of the 
interception of the vessels must be considered protected persons. 
Under article 4 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, protected 
persons “are those who, at a given moment and in any manner 
whatsoever, find themselves… in the hands of a Party to the 
conflict or Occupying Power of which they are not nationals”. 
In a situation of armed conflict, military force can only be used 
against a combatant or against civilians participating actively and 
directly in combat activities, which cannot be said of the civilians 
on the Mavi Marmara.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding Mission 
(Article 66), September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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David Segarra

Independent director and producer David Segarra 
was born in 1976 in Valencia, Spain. He was on 
board the Mavi Marmara to prepare two separate 
documentaries about Palestine and the flotilla. 
He is interested in the sociological shift in Latin 
America. He has been living in Caracas, Venezuela. 

Ahead of setting sail, my family thought 

that would be too dangerous for me. I 

am used to facing those kinds of situ-

ations because of the nature of my job. 

But just like me others on board the ship 

were not anticipating any aggression to 

the extent we encountered. My family 

couldn’t get any news about my well be-

ing for two days. When I returned home, 

I learnt my family’s struggle with the 

lies the Israeli Consulate spread. During 

those days you could come across my 

mom’s face and talks on TV channels 

like she was a leader. I felt so proud of 

her; they too are proud of me.

the rest were taken to the upper deck. When it was around 09.00 the ship began departing. 
There was a helicopter that kept hovering above the ship incessantly and it kept spewing 
water on the passengers who had gathered on deck. On the already dark and cold deck with 
that helicopter blowing strong air from above, the people almost froze. 

Of course there was abuse. I didn’t 

experience it personally because I was a 

Westerner, but I saw it around me. What 

I want to say is that the Israeli soldiers 

acted in a racist way. As we had European 

passports, they didn’t tie most of us, but 

just told us to sit down at the back of 

the ship. However, they made the others, 

especially the Arabs and the Turks, kneel 

down and tied their hands.

Dimitris Pleionis (1954/Ship to Gaza-
Greece/Greece)

Israeli soldiers handcuffed very tightly 
anyone including the wounded at their 
back. With their automatic weaponry, fully 
armed tens of soldiers were around the 
passengers and were constantly yelling 
at them. They were not allowing them to 
attend even to their basic needs.

The Israelis acted as if we were all dogs 

and the ones with darker skin and bigger 

beards got the worst of it. Women were 

sexually harassed; we were lied to, and 

denied food, water and access to phones; 

some of us were beaten, including me. 

Women were sexually abused with 

invasive inspections of their bodies; we 

were lied to, denied access to the outside 

world, otherwise treated like animals. I 

was later beaten in Ben Gurion Airport 

for verbally objecting to an American 

passenger (Paul Larudee) being abused in 

front of our eyes. I was hit with a baton 

over the head and had blood streaming 

down my head as I was punched 

repeatedly in the ribs and choked to the 

point of blacking out.

Kenneth O’Keefe (1969/Truth Justice 
Peace Project/Ireland)

We were like a family in Mavi Marmara. 
A Family comprised of many different 
people but also a family whose members 
established strong bonds among each other. 
We all believed that the embargo imposed on 
Gaza is an illegal one. We all objected Israel’s 
holdup on our ship. I believed that we would 
achieve our aim; because everything was 
pretty obvious and there were many 
cameras and journalists on the ship. This 
journey was an unbelievable opportunity 
to open a way of humanitarian aid to Gaza 
and to break down the embargo which is 
imposed over the sea. But I was wrong. I 
knew that Israel could be dangerous but 
I didn’t regard it as possible that Israelis 
would attack with their guns to the ships 
which had a civic and peaceful mission. 
They didn’t have any legal basis. People who 
were on the upper deck just aimed to protect 
us and the ship. They didn’t do anything 
except trying to prevent the soldiers from 
embarking on the ship. Those people who 
didn’t have anything on themselves except 
their life jackets were the bravest people 
I have ever seen. My father and uncle 
served on the British Army and they say 
that they have never been attacked by real 

gun throughout their service!

Alexandra Mary Lort Phillips

(1972/Social Services/UK)
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Mahmut Tural
Captain of the Mavi Marmara 

From the moment the Israeli soldiers 

boarded the ship, they fired around 

randomly. Even during the first boarding, 

the reports about the wounded at the 

top deck had reached the bridge. There 

were guns firing plastic bullets, paintballs 

modified so as to fire glass marbles, guns 

with long and close range that have got real 

bullets. The fatalities and majority of the 

injuries were caused by those real bullets 

that were fired by the soldiers during the 

first landing and by the fire opened from 

top deck towards the lower deck.

It took them nearly 30-35 minutes to 
descend from the top deck to the first 
deck. During all this process, firing from 
top to the lower decks continued. The six 
passengers, who got wounded during 
that time, were sent downstairs for first 
aid by taking them through the swallow 
hatches (side doors of the bridge deck) to 
the bridge deck and then downstairs. One 
of the wounded who was taken to the 
bridge deck was shot again while entering 
through the swallow hatch and fell down. 
As much as I overheard from the headphone 
correspondence, the number of wounded 
who were shot in the back was higher. Later 

the soldiers embarked over the bridge deck 

and lower decks. After the bridge was taken 

under control, a large number of soldiers 

from zodiacs boarded the ship. After the 

interception began, by switching course, 

which was 185, to  270 (to the west), we 

sped up to pull out of Israeli waters as 

fast as possible. The frigates were getting 

closer at the starboard side to steer us into 

Israeli waters. When the attack began we 

were within international waters, when 

we understood the attack was imminent, 

we tried to clear off more from Israeli 

territorial waters. By opening fire to the 

back windows around ten commandos 

entered through the port hatch. I reported 

the situation to the people downstairs. By 

the time they entered the bridge, the news 

that four passengers had died and quite a 

number of passengers were wounded had 

reached us. When the soldiers made their 

way to the bridge deck, they made all the 

personnel lie down and handcuffed them 

all. As the captain I refused to lie down. 

After a brief argument and shouting, 

telling me not to move, they made me sit 

on a chair. They didn’t put shackles on 

my hands. At the first stage they asked 

us to stop the engines. The soldiers were 

not totally inside before they had taken 

control of the entire outer decks. We were 

communicating with people downstairs 

via headphones. The only appeal made 

from downstairs was about urgent 

medical help. I repeatedly forwarded this 

situation to the Israeli commander. They 

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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Surya Fachrizal Aprianus Ginting

Born in 1982, 
Jakarta, Surya 
Fachrizal 
Aprianus Ginting 
is working for 
Hidayatullah Media 
as a journalist in 
Indonesia. He was 
shot in his chest 

during the attack on the Mavi Marmara. 

After the Israeli soldiers fully controlled 

the ship, they took all the wounded ac-

tivists with them, including me. Haneen 

Zoabi, a member of Knesset [the Israeli 

parliament] representing Arab-Palesti-

nian people, asked the soldiers not to 

transport all the wounded activists sin-

ce many of them were seriously woun-

ded. An Israeli soldier told me to stand 

and walk. After looking at my situation 

briefly, that masked Israeli soldier said, 

“Yes, you can walk. Stand up and walk 

up the stairs. I will help you to stand.” 

I could not say anything at that time. 

After helping me to stand, he told me 

to walk out of the door. I felt very weak 

so I walked very slowly. The soldier be-

hind me only helped me by holding the 

infusion bottle, with his rifle pointing at 

my back. Along the way I saw a very 

messy situation. Electronic equipment 

and mattresses were scattered, and blo-

od was splattered everywhere. I was for-

ced to climb the ladder upright. It was 

extremely difficult. At the roof of the 

sixth deck, I saw about ten people who 

were seriously wounded like me. Most 

of them seemed to be Turkish. Once my 

turn came, I was tied and pulled upward 

into the helicopter. In the helicopter, I 

was treated by a bespectacled Israeli 

paramedic. In the helicopter, I saw the 

heart indicator monitor of a wounded 

person, that read a straight line, with no 

signal. I thought he was already dead.

stated that unless the engines restarted 
and the course turned to 130; that is, the 
Port of Ashdod, there was not going to 
be any kind of medical help. There was 
some first aid material onboard but they 
prevented that to be used for the doctors 
to treat the wounded. During their entry 
into the ship, the motor control systems 
were damaged. While those motors were 
being repaired, I stated that I wanted to see 
the wounded. Their commander let me to 
downstairs and pass to the section where 
the wounded were. But when I descended 
to the bottom deck, the soldiers under the 
pretext of checking, asked me to take off 
the top portion of my uniform. I told them 
that I was the captain and that I was down 
to see the wounded and that their captain 
knew that. Upon hearing this, they had a 
conversation over the headphones but once 
it was over, they came at me with their 
guns and shackled me. Then they took me 
down where the other passengers were. 
During this time, some of the shackled 
passengers were kept waiting on the open 
deck on their knees. Some others were also 
being brought to that area. The hands of 
some passengers had been tightened so 
much that had turned black and purple. 
They made the helicopters hover above 
the deck on purpose so that the cold sea 
water would splash over people. In order 
to put psychological pressure on us, they 
carried on doing this for hours. At around 
2030, we reached the Port of Ashdod. 
When we arrived at the port, they again 
handcuffed my hands and led us out of 

the ship. A general health control came 
next. Here, they noted down the personal 
information on my passport, photographed 
and fingerprinted me. I was then taken to 
another section for interrogation. After 
being interrogated for a while, they led 
me out and put me in a prison vehicle. 
In the transportation vehicle, I was kept 
waiting alone for 4 or 5 hours. This car 
was narrow and was extremely chilled. I 
was then despatched to a one-man cell. 
After being put in the cell, I was taken 
to four separate rooms on four different 
occasions and questioned. I stayed in prison 
for two nights and one day. They took all 
my belongings. I was not allowed to see 
anyone until I was taken to the airport. I 
didn’t even know why I was questioned. 
At the interrogations, they were looking 
for a criminal, were particularly asking to 
hear a name. I never saw a camera during 
this but according to information I gathered 
afterwards from the media, the Israelis 
used hidden cameras. Except for the 
last interrogation, all were conducted in 
Turkish. Only during the last interrogation, 
they spoke English. 
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The passenger list 
that was found on 

Israeli soldiers and 
shows the targeted 

passengers

Advanced identification and surveillance of specific 
passengers by Israeli intelligence forces took place, 

as indicated by a laminated booklet, recovered 
from the possession of one of the captured 

Israeli soldiers which contained the names and 
photographs of specific high-profile individuals 

on each of the six vessels as well as photographs 
of each vessel. One passenger was able to confirm 
that the photograph of her included in the booklet 

was taken just a few days before the flotilla sailed. 
Advance surveillance is confirmed by evidence 

attributed to Defence Minister Ehud Barak before 
the Turkel Committee which indicated that specific 

orders were taken “to continue intelligence tracking 
of the flotilla organizers, with an emphasis on the 

possibility that amongst the passengers in the 
flotilla there would be terror elements who would 

attempt to harm Israeli forces”. 

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-
Finding Mission, (Article 97), September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

The point where the soldiers deployed was very 
close to our cabin. We could hear everything. 
Türker had a noisy toy and I turned it on. Gas 
bombs were thrown at that moment. While 
gas bombs were thrown, I took Türker to the 
bathroom which was the best sheltered place. 
I thought that effect of a gas bomb would last 
a maximum of 5 to 6 minutes. I waited for 
ten minutes inside the bathroom and came 
out. I then began putting clothes on Türker. I 
dressed him with clothes as light as possible 
and with many layers. He was going to carry 
as much as he could afford. It was going to 
be cold in the morning and it was going to get 
warm in the evening. And I dressed him in a 
pant with pockets on the sides, and put my 
passport inside. Nappies… And I prepared a 
backbag, too in case of any emergencies… Ten 
minutes later a big commotion erupted in the 
corridor. I opened the door, the soldiers hadn’t 
been inside yet. The corridor was all awash 
with blood. I saw Gökhan. I asked “Whose 
blood is this?” I was worried because my 
husband always goes forward in these kinds of 
circumstances. “Sister” he said, “Don’t worry. 
Go in and lock your door.” At the time when 
he was rushing. I found out later that the 
captain had ordered “Leave the bridge deck”. 
When “leave the bridge deck” is said, it means 
that only the captain and the engineer stay 
at the helm; the ship has been handed over 

to someone else’s control.
Nilüfer Çetin
(1973/Archaelogist/Istanbul, Turkey)

Both Türker Kaan and his mother were taken 
captives on the second deck. The tensed 
demeanour of the soldiers, who flinched 
with the baby’s every movement and turned 
their guns at them, was quite strange. The 
baby and his mother were kept waiting at 
the deck for a long time. At around 1500, 
first the women and then men were brought 
down to the closed hall. And only after that, 
people were allowed to go to the toilet.

I needed to go to the toilet. I had waited for 
hours. I stood up, and told a soldier, “I need to 
go to the toilet,” without asking for permission; 
he said, “You can’t go.” “Why?” I asked; “You 
wouldn’t want to see that area the way it is 
now. We are cleaning it, there are corpses. You 
can go there after we clean,” he replied. “I‘ve 
already been in there; I’ve seen everything,” I 
said; and he yelled, “Shut up and sit down!” I 
went back and sat down. After half an hour he 
came and touched my shoulder, escorted me 
all the way to the toilet, and waited in front 
of the door until I came out. On the way to the 
toilet, I saw that the computers and personal 
belongings were piled on top of each other 
like in concentration camps. The soldiers were 
walking muzzled dogs around. While turning 
back, I fell because of the strong wind that 
helicopter hovering overhead had caused. 

They were harsher against men.

Ayşe Sarıoğlu (1982/Taraf Daily/Turkey )
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Everybody’s belongings were pulled to shreds 
and piled up in the hall downstairs. Throughout 
the suspense here, the barrels were rolled over 
people as well. The soldiers were yelling at times, 
or were verbally insulting people at other times.

Palestinian Arab Haneen Zoabi who is among 
the flotilla participants and aboard the Mavi 
Marmara and a member of the Knesset, came 
to the hall as she was escorted by Israeli soldiers 
and made an announcement. Zoabi said that 
the Mavi Marmara had been taken to the Port 
of Ashdod and all passengers on board was 
going to be handed over to the police. 

At around 1700, the land was sighted. Groups 
of soldiers, with different attire but completely 
camouflaged, came and left the ship. When 
the Mavi Marmara approached Ashdod, the 
passengers were taken out very slowly and 
one by one and led to the interrogation tent. 
The distance that could be covered in five 
minutes was covered in two hours. Young 
and old, everybody onboard was being 
openly abused. There were also lots of Israeli 
children and youngsters around. The children 
were apparently brought to this point on a 
purpose. They hurling insults and abuse at 

the passengers and also filming each the 
passengers one by one with their cameras. 
Each passenger was escorted by two security 
personnel and this was the manner in which 
the passengers were transported into the tents.  

They stated that the passengers would be 
bodysearched in the tents. The women with 
headscarves were asked to remove them as well 
as their coats. The women objected to that order. 
After an argument erupted, the women were 
taken into another tent for body searches. They 
were checked by female security personnels 
allowing them wearing only underwears. The 
officers checked every bit of belongings of the 
passengers through X-rays. 

Haneen Zoabi 

She was born on May 23rd, 1969 in Nazareth, 
Palestine. She studied philosophy and 
psychology at the University of Haifa and 
then completed her graduate studies at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She 
worked in Arab schools as media and math 
educator. She joined the Balad Party in 
2001, which represents Israeli citizens of 
Arab Palestinian origin and in 2009 she was 
elected to the Israeli Parliament, the Knesset. 
She is the first woman parliamentarian who 
was elected to the Knesset from the list of a 
party that represents Arab Palestinian. She 
is co-founder of I’lam Media Centre for Arab 
Palestinians in Israel, which was established 
in 2003. Until the year 2009 when her 
political career dominated her life, she 
continued to work as manager at this centre. 
Due to her participation in the Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla, her three privileges that she was 
entitled to as a member of parliament were 
annulled on June 7th, 2010 by a vote in the 
Knesset. Her privilege to travel abroad, to use 
a diplomatic passport and of having a fund 
for litigation costs in case of revocation of the 
privilege of immunity.

The mass detention of more than 700 passengers and crew 
on board the six vessels had no basis in law, was arbitrary 
in nature and is a violation of article 9 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding 
Mission (Article 176), September 27, 2010
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The female participants were subjected to quite a detailed search, during which anything 
from the hair roots, to skin under the feet to stiches of underwear were checked. Throughout 
all this process, each and everyone of the passengers was exposed to brutal, degrading and 
insultingly inhuman treatment and behaviour by the Israeli security officers.

When they saw me for the first time on the Mavi Marmara, I remember very well that they were 

shocked because they thought they had killed me in the first moments of the attack. Even during 

the attack, they reported to the Israeli authorities that they had killed me, and this news was 

immediately broadcasted in the Hebrew media. So, when they first saw me, they were shocked. 

Astonished, they asked me, “Are you Raed Salah?” I replied, “Yes, I am.” They filmed me, handcuffed 

me, and took me out to one of the decks. I sat there with the other brothers who had been kidnapped. 

Later on a soldier came and asked me the same question: “Are you Raed Salah?” I replied, “Yes, I 

am Raed Salah.” Then another soldier came and asked again: “Are you Raed Salah?” I said, “Yes, I 

am Raed Salah,” to him as well. He took me to one of the cabins, and there someone from the Israeli 

intelligence came and asked, “Who are you?” I replied, “I am Raed Salah.” He examined my ID cards. 

Later, I returned to where the other brothers were, and sat with them.

When the ship docked at Ashdod Port, which was a Palestinian city before the Nakba of 1948 [the 

day of catastrophe, referring to the displacement of Palestinian people from their homes and lands 

that accompanied the creation of Israel], another intelligence officer came and took me to a different 

room. Once again I was asked if I was Raed Salah. I answered, “Yes, I am Raed Salah.” During the 

interrogation, the sun was about to set. When it was over, I prayed the maghrib (prayer at sunset) 

and isha’a (evening) prayers in jama‘ah (congregation) with our brothers. As we finished praying, 

we saw the Israeli Chief of General Staff, Gabi Ashkenazi, coming towards us. He came within a 

few metres of us and then left. Then he came back, and was looking at me carefully in order to 

determine if I was indeed Raed Salah, or to be sure if they had killed me or not. Then he left. They 

took us straight to prison. Then, by false accusations against us, they started investigation and the 

first legal steps to sentence us to imprisonment for long periods of time.

Sheikh Raed Salah (1958/Leader of the Islamic Movement in Palestine ‘48)

When we came out of the ship, there 

were eighteen or nineteen years old kids 

around us. First of all, they told all of us, 

“If you sign this piece of paper, you will be 

free to go,” and I refused to sign anything, 

because the paper was in Hebrew and I 

didn’t understand it. Then they took me 

into a small tent, did full strip-search on 

me, and interrogated me for nearly an 

hour. They questioned me about how I 

raised the money, why I joined the IHH, 

etc. and I explained. Afterwards, they did 

two more strip-searches, complete strip-

searches of me. They took our photos, 

finger prints and eyescan pictures against 

our will and without permission. 

Baboo Adem Zanghar
(1966/Merchant/UK)

There were many Turkish speaking Jewish 
translators in the tents. All of the passengers 
were disturbed at being identified during 
interrogation, being taken without consent to be 
photographed and were besieged and coerced 
into signing a document, which acknowledged 
that they had illegally entered Israel. Despite 
the fact that the flotilla participants who had 
been forced to come to Israel against their 
will had stated that they wanted to call their 
embassies, they couldn’t get a positive answer 
to this request. The passengers emphatically 
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Ismail Ali Nashwan  

Ismail Ali Nashwan was born in the village 
of al-Dawayima, located west of Hebron, in 
Palestine. He was exiled from Palestinian lands 
in 1948. He was arrested by Israel in 1956. After 
his release, he settled in Jordan. He joined the 
humanitarian relief flotilla together with his 
son Mustafa Ismail Nashwan.

My dream is to return to Palestine. I 

joined the Viva Palestine Convoy twice. 

In September 2010, the Egyptian gov-

ernment did not allow me and my son 

Mustafa to enter Gaza with the land 

convoy we had joined. I will continue to 

join every convoy heading for Palestine 

until victory is achieved. 

stated that they had not come to Israel of their 
own free will, that the humanitarian aid ships 
they were onboard were attacked by Israel in 
international waters and on the high sea, that 
some of their friends had been murdered, and 
some were wounded and that they too were 
kidnapped and handcuffed by armed Israeli 
soldiers.

There, over all the desks inside the tents, acts 
of pushing, shoving and shouting, degrading, 
humiliating behaviours and remarks and 
inhuman treatment kept going on for hours. The 
transportation of the passengers, who began 
to be disembarked from the Mavi Marmara at 
18.00, could only be completed fully by 06.00 
in the morning. 

During all this interrogation by the Israelis, 
everybody was looking and asking for a friend 
they couldn’t sight: “Did you see Furkan?”, “Is 
there anyone who has seen Necdet and Osman?”, 
“Ali Haydar is lost; did anyone see him?”. Israel 
had stated the death of 16 persons. Everybody 

was anxious to learn who these 16 people were; 
as only four of the martyrs were known by then. 
Besides, what happened onboard the other 
ships? That was another unknown that was 
causing great anxiety among the passengers.

After long hours of writing and registration 
processes in the tents at the Port of Ashdod, 
the passengers were taken to prison vehicles. 
A new way of torture awaited the people in the 
prison vehicles with iron cages. The atmosphere 
inside the vehicles was deliberately kept either 
very cold to the point of freezing or overheated 
and thus nearly suffocating the occupants.

Nobody knew where they were being taken to. 
Both this unknown and the either too hot or too 
cold air in the cars was extremely troubling for 
the passengers. Besides, everybody was jumpy 
because of the sudden brakes the Israeli drivers 
kept slamming on. After two hours of driving in 
this manner, the passengers were brought to the 
prison in Bershava whose name the passengers 
were later to learn was Ella.
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We were taken to the prison vehicle. There 

were 23 of us in this vehicle. After waiting 

for one hour, the vehicle started moving. 

We weren’t told where we were going. Some 

thought we were being taken to prison; others 

thought we were going to the airport. When I 

looked out of the window, I realized, we were 

not being taken to the airport. I told the other 

passengers that we were heading for prison. 

The vehicle stopped at the prison in 

Beershava. At around 10.00, they took us 

to a partitioned section. Here there were 

54 Turks and 24 foreigners. They placed 

everyone in a cell. We were together in the 

same cell with IHH President Bülent Yıldırım 

and journalist Adem Özköse. The Israelis 

came to cell around 14.00 and said they 

wanted to question Bülent Yıldırım. The 

officers, who came from outside, interrogated 

Bülent Yıldırım in a partitioned room. At 

around 24.00 they took Adem Özköse in and 

at 02.00 they took me in for questioning. 

They asked repeatedly and with insistence 

who were on the top deck. I told them I didn’t 

know anyone.

Around 06.00 am, they opened the cell doors 

and asked us to gather at the warden’s court. 

Every one of their steps included tricks and 

plots. They had now brought passports and 

put them in boxes and the documents of those 

who didn’t have passports. They separated 

everybody by calling their names one by 

one. But they didn’t read mine and Bülent 

Yıldırım’s. The explanation to the rest was: 

“You are going, we must have forgotten their 

documents, we will bring them.” This was what 

they said but their intention was quite clear. 

They tried this trick four or five times until 

we got out of prison. When the other captive 

activists insisted that “We are only leaving 

all together”, they had to finally relent. They 

were ordered to remove us all; however they 

weren’t going to let four or five people go 

before having them held alone for 5 or 10 

minutes and subjected to more mistreatment.

Attorney Cihat Gökdemir
(1972/MAZLUMDER/Istanbul, Turkey)

A Greek national was severely beaten for 
refusing to provide his fingerprints to the 

Israeli authorities. The passenger was 
dragged along the ground for some distance 

and then surrounded by a large group of 
Israeli officials who proceeded to beat him 
severely, including the deliberate fracture 
of his leg. His cries for help were ignored, 

and one witness noted uniformed officials, 
both male and female, laughing at him. The 

passenger’s broken leg was not treated 
until after he had left Israel.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 190), 

September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

They had a list of 20-25 people in their 
hands. When they saw my name on the 
list, they separated me from the other 
participants and took to me another 
location at the port. I had to undergo a long 
interrogation. In an accusatory tone they 
kept asking: “Why did you attack Israeli 
soldiers?”, “Why did you enter our land 
water line?” They were trying to put me in 
a defensive position. They were incessantly 
using humiliating and degrading language. 

After the interrogation, two individuals 
grabbed me from under my arms and 
carried me into the prison vehicle. If 
he hadn’t been drunk, the driver was 
terrorizing and hurting the passengers 
on purpose because he drove the vehicle 
very erratically. It was so bad that our 
stomachs kept rising up and down. We also 
had an accident on the way. We already 
kept hitting the iron walls of the vehicle 
because of sudden braking and takeoffs by 
the driver. After that crash, we were made 
to wait for a long time within this metal 
cage. We were transported to the prison 

when a new vehicle arrived.

Ahmet Emin Dağ
(1970/IHH Executive Board Member)

In this prison at Be’er Sheva, they underwent 
the same thorough process of bodysearches 
and identification and the passengers were 
allocated to the wards. Yet each individual 
only knew the one next in the cell; who else 
is where, no one had the knowledge of.

I began to get anxious after we were marched 
off the ship because my son Üsame was 16, and 
he was registered in my passport. The only thing 
he had on him was his ID. When I was taken to 
the tent where they started processing people, 
I tried to explain that my son, too was onboard 
but they didn’t listen. They were pooling the 
passengers; the bodysearches and interrogation 
were done in one area and then they were sent 
to prison with dossiers attached to their hands. 
But I did not want to leave because I had not 
seen my son yet. As I was praying just for 
this, I saw two policemen bringing in my son. 
His proud stance gave me strength. Later the 
policemen asked me about his passport and I 
tried to explain the situation. Then they led 
Usame away. Soon after that a policewoman 
arrived and spoke in a manner to tease me: 
“We will put you in the same prison with your 
son, that is why you have to wait here.” We 
waited for two to three hours. Everyone else 
was led away. Just the two of us were left. We 
could be transported to the hospital only in the 
morning. When we stated to the guards that we 
wanted to make phone calls to our family, they 
giggled among themselves and spoke something 
in Hebrew to tease us. We were exhausted and 
wanted to get some sleep but everytime we put 
our heads on the bed, the Israeli guards would 
show up and start asking our names, family 
names and our nationalities. The guards were 
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Hakan Albayrak
He was born in 1968, 
Ankara. Hakan Albay-
rak, who has written 
for Turkish dailies Milli 
Gazette, Yeni Şafak and 
Zaman, undertook the 
representative position 
for IHH Sarajevo in 

Bosnia-Hersegovia where he had been on a volun-
tary humanitarian aid mission. Hakan Albayrak, 
who is married and the father of two children, has 
been continuing to write for Yeni Şafak.

I was on the second deck somewhere close 
to the stern and among those who were 
trying to block the pirates in zodiacs away 
by frightening them. By my side were my 
brother Sinan Albayrak and my friend 
Eyüp Gökhan Özekin.
Zodiacs were pulling in and out. I hadn’t 
known then but at that time, there 
was bloodshed perpetrated around the 
wheelhouse, at the roof. I have a somehow 
blurred memory of news saying “someone 
has died”.
They were now plugging real barrels. I 
couldn’t perceive that for some time. Despite 
the news of the death, I couldn’t perceive 
it. Sinan had climbed to the roof and had 
seen everything happening there. “They are 
plugging real barrels, they are killing, we 
have got to bend down!” he shouted. We bent 
down for a few seconds then we thought: 
“They would ascend to this point when they 
see it is empty here” and we stood up again.
The red light beamed over us. The laser 
lights were springing from the dead shots. 
And that too was accurately perceived only 
after everything came to an end. Then an 
announcement sort of saying “everybody 
withdraw to the halls.” Confusion. I thought, 
as I focused on my position, and as I didn’t 
know what was happening upstairs, the 
pirates couldn’t ascend the ship.

spoke to each other yelling or, just as we were 
about to fall asleep they would suddenly switch 
on the light and start looking inside. I don’t know 
how many times they repeated this. They were 

trying their best to disturb us.

Esra Sekizkardeş
(1970/Housewife/Istanbul, Turkey)

Another quite challenging ordeal followed 
in prison. The deaths, the wounded, and the 
anxiety that was felt for the people whose 
location was a mystery, all these were separate 
tortures. The humanitarian aid volunteers 
were making their requests during the prison 
process, yet their appeals went unheeded.

They would say: “The airplane is ready; you will 
be deported to Turkey.” So psychologically we 
were at ease. But at the last moment they would 
say, “No, you’re going to prison.” My Pakistani 
friends were quite disturbed. When they took 
us to prison, they told us, “You’re here for a 
long period of time.” I asked the superintendent 
of the jail, “How many days you think we’ll 
stay here?” He said, “You’re here for at least 
six months.” Being under the custody of these 
people for six months! It was a shock, we were 
disturbed. Then they put us in the lockup.
My colleague from AAJ TV Syed Talat Hussain 
said, “Nadeem, I am not feeling well, tell 
them to open the door.” When I went down 
for interrogation –by the way this time the 
officers doing the interrogation were from Social 
Welfare Ministry– I told them about my friend 
who was in the cell, but they did not listen. 
Then another person, Srdjan Stojiljkovi [the 
cameraman of Iara Lee], who was staying with 
us in the cell, said that Talat had fainted and 
fallen down. So we immediately rushed upstairs 
to the cell, and they opened the door. My friend 
Talat was psychologically and physically in bad 
shape; he was on the floor. I picked him up on 
my knees and tried to talk to him. With great 
difficulty he said, “I have had a heart attack.” I 
was very concerned because if he really had a 
heart attack, it was very difficult for somebody 
to come and give first-aid. So these were very 
difficult moments for me, but alhamdulillah 
(praise be to God), Allah helped us. He did not 
have a heart attack; he was in a psychological 
and physical trauma. About fifteen minutes or 
so later, some Israeli first-aid workers came 

and they took him to the hospital.
Nadeem Ahmed Khan
(1967/Khubaib Foundation/Pakistan)

When they took me to the interrogation 

desk, someone approached me and said “I 

have come from Turkish Consulate to help 

you.” he was obviously lying. During both the 

interrogation and prison phases, their most 

remarkable side was their knack of lying. 

The first question of the person who claimed 

he was from Turkish Consulate, was “Is this 

your first time you have been to Israel.” To 

that question my answer was: “I have never 

been to Israel before and I am not in Israel 

now.” He got angry and left since he knew 

that I implied I see the Zionist occupation 

as an illegitimate act.

This time a second person showed up and 

said: “I am here to help you completely 

voluntarily; I am not affiliated with any 

side. He, too was lying. I was made to sit 

for interrogation with translation. What 

the interpreter said at the end of the 

interrogation was: “There are no more flights 

to Turkey tonight. Therefore we will host 

you in our new built modern prison. We will 

deport you to Turkey tomorrow.” 

Then we were led to the prison in Beershava. 

I noticed they were distributing prison clothes 

and materials. Thus I asked the warden: 

“Aren’t we leaving tomorrow? Why are you 

handing these clothes to us?”  The man 

responded: “You may stay in here for 15 

days; there is nothing certain about the 

rest”. They were waging a war of absolute 

psychological attrition. When I asked “Ok, 

but what will make it certain for the rest”, 

he replied: “Your government’s interest!” I 

asked again: “Doesn’t our government deal 

with our situation? And the answer was: 

“We have contacted them but we haven’t 

got any news from them yet.” During my 

two-and-a-half day prison life, I witnessed 

tens of their lies. What they say at one time 

contradicts what they say at another time. 

Those men were like perfect working lie 

manufacturing machines.

Ahmet Varol

(1962/Journalist/Istanbul, Turkey)
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The flotilla participants forwarded their request to the guards that they wanted to meet with authorities 
of their embassies.  But this request was repeatedly turned down. The people didn’t know how much the 
international public was aware of the incidents and the situation the flotilla members were in.

They were not allowed to make phone calls either. After all of the requests were turned down, a petition 
for the prison director was drawn up and the requests were put down in writing: embassies must be 
informed about the situation and participants to be allowed to meet with their embassy representatives, 
a solicitor must be provided, the families of participants must be informed. It was also noted that one 
United Kingdom citizen and four Turks were on hunger-strike. The guards, who were quite concerned 
by this new development, began repeatedly offering food and water.

At the end of insistent and repeated appeals, 
all embassies except for Turkey’s came to 
the wards. The authorities of the Jordanian 
Consulate represented those countries, which 
did not have diplomatic relations with or 
representatives in Israel.

The humanitarian aid flotilla participants for the 
first time got the news from the outside world 
after embassy representatives showed up that 
the Israeli attack was watched by the world 
via the live broadcast and that demonstrations 
against Israel had been held all over the world.

This information brought great relief for 
everyone because there were concerns that 
Israel might try to cover up this massacre that 
happened in the middle of the Mediterranean. 
That all the details of the attack could be 
monitored was proof of Israel’s lawlessness. 
After the other embassies, Turkish embassy 
authorities visited the prison. Information about 
anyone, the martyrs, the wounded and the 
captive passengers was registered and efforts 
to secure everybody’s release in 24 hours were 
said to be going on.

Since the start of processing in prison, 
particularly the interrogations in which Mossad 
agents were involved, was deeply worrying. 
The IHH President Bülent Yıldırım and some 
high profile managers of IHH, the captain 
and personnel and some participants were 
subjected to intense guestioning. 

Ella Prison/Be’er Sheva

Ella Prison/Be’er Sheva

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

Despite the fact that the situation had 

deteriorated, interestingly I was feeling 

better. The first thing Şakir uttered inside 

the prison was “We need a big tea kettle 

here.” And the rest felt the same way, too. 

Once we believed in this cause, it didn’t 

matter if we spent a thousand years. That 

was what they couldn’t get, our relaxed, 

peaceful demeanour. To them, we were 

supposed to be as timid as a rabbit whose 

eyes were caught in headlights.

Six of us were seated side by side. The 

guard asked:

- Where are you from?

- Indonesia.

- You?

- Malaysia.

- You?

- U.K.

- You?

- Algeria.

- You?

- Jordan.

- You?

- Turkey.

He turned baffled to the other guard and 

said:

-“What is going on here!? The whole world 

has come up here.”

Mustafa Öztürk
(1975/IHH Production Department)
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Hüseyin Oruç

He was born in 1969, in Malatya. He studied 
at the Department of Tourism at Boğaziçi 
University in 1991 and the department of Public 
Administration. He worked as a hotel manager 
in Istanbul and as a tour operator. He was one 
of the co-founders of IHH Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation. He has been coordinating IHH’s 
international projects such as the campaign 
for Banda Ache Humanitarian Relief (2004), 
the campaign for Pakistani Earthquake victims 
(2005), Gaza Freedom Flotilla campaign (2010), 
the campaign for Pakistani flood aid (2010) 
and Africa Cataract Project, which has been 
run since 2007 in 10 countries with a targeted 
100,000 surgeries. He is one of the founders 
of the UK-based Humanitarian Forum and 
the Unity of Islamic World Non-Governmental 
Organizations. He has headed the Preparation 
Committee of the Code of Conduct for Islamic 
NGOs which is part of the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). Hüseyin Oruç has been 
representative of the IHH Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation at the UN and has been conducting 
its corporate relations in the international arena. 
He is married and the father of three children.

On June 1st, citizens of countries with no 
consulates in Isreal were released from 
prison. We learned that these individuals 
would be taken to Jordan by land. The 
release of those who were to go to Jordan 
stirred mixed emotions in almost everyone. 
No one really wanted to go, leaving others 
behind because they were worried about 
what might happen to them. Despite their 
feelings, some people had to leave the 
prison. They were loaded onto buses. 

After being forcibly taken to Ashdod against our will, we were taken off the ship while being punched 
and kicked. I was among the first who were landed. They again undressed us and made searches.
Then they took our passports and registered them. They told us that we had entered Israel illegally 
and that we were to be deported. We stated that on the contrary we had not entered Israel illegally, 
we were kidnapped from international waters and were brought against our wishes by using force.

Then they checked a list. When they saw my name on it, they handed me over to another officer. There were 
names of around 20 persons. The one whose names were on that list were interrogated in a partitioned 
area. The individual who interrogated me asked about my ID information and why I was there. My photo 
and fingerprints were taken. During my interrogation there was no translator provided in the room. 
My statement was taken in English. I was reminded of my rights. I was handed a paper to sign. But I 
returned the paper not with what they would like me to write but something else. Later I was moved out 
of the interrogation room. I underwent another body search. Then they led us to prison in a small van.

They locked us into a four-person cell. They took us for interrogation again one hour later. There were 
three Israelis dressed in civilian clothes to interrogate us. They asked the same questions they had 
asked before. The questioning took one or one-and-a-half hour. Following this, I was taken to the cell. A 
few hours later, I was called in again. It was already midnight when they called me in the last time. This 
time another team questioned me. My name was constantly being announced in the prison. I did not see 
anyone else when I got out of my cell. This environment of questioning continued almost incessantly. 
The person doing the last interrogation said to me in English “I am a very calm person but if you don’t 
give us the answers we want I can be very harsh.” They showed us the pictures of the nine people who 

had been killed onboard the ship. They asked who they were. I wrote down the names of those I knew.

Hüseyin Oruç (1969/IHH Vice President)

The guards walked in hurriedly into the hall where the women were. We had just come out of the 
wards. They read aloud the names of some of the participants. Those whose names were called left 
after saying goodbye to me and to other friends. They were “deported” according to what was said. 
Some were happily sending them off. They might be setting out from here in minutes or perhaps 
the following day. Everybody was growing impatient to get out and go home. While everyone except 
me was hopeful that we would soon be out. I could barely lean my back on the door and stared at 
the other detained women. They were going to get out of here. I held the hand of one of the women 
and was barely able to say: “Don’t leave me here! You wouldn’t know the prisons here. If you are a 

Palestinian and once detained, you just can’t get out. Don’t leave me here.”

Wafaa J. K. Aldahshan (1966/Housewife/Gaza)
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Everybody was gradually being deported to 
Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv that night. Those 
whose names were called out were grouped 
together and then led on to a prison vehicle. Only 
after the vehicles had waited at the exit door did 
they leave the prison. All these procedures were 
recorded on video cameras. All passengers could 
be transported to the airport after quite a long 
time and they were taken to a separate building.

Israel was going to send all humanitarian 
volunteers to Istanbul by planes that were sent 
by the Turkish government before the end of 
the 24-hour-period. This was the deadline 
stipulated by the Turkish government for the 
release of all detainees. Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu had defined Turkey’s position very 
clearly for Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak 
and US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton when 
he announced in the UN Security Council: “We 
would review all ties with Israel if our citizens 
were not released within 24 hours, which is 
tonight.” Ambulances were sent to pick up 
the wounded. Turkish MPs and officers were 
issuing orders to follow these processes. Only 
the ones who were seriously wounded and 
couldn’t take the risk of travel were to be left 
behind with the approval of and under the 
supervision of Turkish doctors and after the 
Turkish Embassy was informed.

At the airport Israeli soldiers again gathered the 
volunteers in a hall by treating them very badly. 
When passport checks started, it was discovered 
that some passports were missing because the 
Israelis had confiscated them. They began by 
calling out the name of each passenger one 
by one. Several passengers including women 
were treated in a really crude manner and were 
beaten up by Israeli soldiers even at the airport.

Israeli soldiers did what they could to insult 
and thus to provoke the passengers. Some 
aid volunteers and IHH President Bülent 
Yıldırım were held in a special room and 
were questioned for hours by 8 or 10 agents. 

The lists were repeatedly reviewed onboard 
the plane but since all information and 
documents were confiscated by the Israelis, it 
was virtually impossible to completely confirm 
the lists. At this stage, one other important 
handicap was the absence of the list of 
those who were taken from prison through 
the Jordanian Consulate and Israel hadn’t 
disclosed the identities of those who were 
killed onboard the ship. All the lists onboard 
each plane, which included any uncertainty 
about names, were checked and re-checked. 
Those who got on the plane, those wounded 
who were transported, and those who were 
going to stay in hospital were compared. After 
all the control procedures were completed, the 
planes got off the ground. The time between 
boarding the plane by the first passengers and 
the planes  taking off  was almost 12 hours.

The planes landed at Istanbul Atatürk Airport 
on June 3rd at 03.00 Following the first 
press briefing at the airport, all passengers 
were transported to Istanbul Institute of 
Forensic Medicine. Physical and psychological 
examinations were conducted there. After 
completing funeral arrangements and prayers 
(that were held at noon) for the people who 
were killed onboard the Mavi Marmara, they 
were handed over to their families. The funeral 
prayers of the martyrs and their laying to rest 
were attended by thousands of people.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

Everybody was worried that they might 
be tortured by the arrogant Israelis. The 
humanitarian aid volunteers were then taken 
to the planes in groups. Turkish Airlines 
officers were constantly checking the list for 
confirmation. The individuals who were beaten 
were given really nasty treatment until the 
very last minute as they got on the plane. Some 
were still bleeding as they boarded the plane. 

We were taken out of the prison cells to be 
carted away to the airport in a police van. All 
along the way, the driver kept on insulting the 
passengers with his crude verbal remarks that 
is the hallmark of the arrogant Israelis. He also 
deliberately caused us to be thrown to the sides of 
the vehicle when he would suddenly apply brakes 
without any reason. It was very hot inside the 
vehicle because the air-conditioner was turned 
off. We endured such cruel treatment for two 
hours until we reached the airport. They asked 
to sign a paper they put in front of us and said 
we could get on the plane only if we signed. We 
were surrounded by soldiers and they were 
trying to repeatedly harass and provoke us with 
abusive language. They took a very badly beaten 
Greek activist out of the room on our left side. 
By the reaction of the activists who witnessed 
this situation, about 50 to 60 soldiers suddenly 
lunged at us. All of a sudden I found myself 
in the middle of this attack. Around 10 to 15 
soldiers first punched me, beat me with batons 
and then kicked me to the floor. They pinned me 
down to the floor, stepped over me with their 
boots and tied my hands behind my back with 
iron handcuffs very tightly. Then pulling me by 
the handcuffs, they made me stand up straight.  
They kept kicking me in my back in a swinging 
position; then they dragged me straight to the 
door and hit me again. They forced me to lie 
on the ground in this prone position as 4 or 5 
soldiers stomped over me one after the other. At 
the same time, 8 to 9 soldiers surrounded me to 
prevent my beating and torture from been seen 
by others. I shouted and then shouted again. After 
a while, a police commander showed up, told the 
soldiers to withdraw and took my handcuffs off. 
Then I was carried by two policemen escorting 
me to the desk where the transfer process was 
taking place.
Mehmet Cüneyt Sarıyaşar
(1961/MAZLUMDER/Istanbul, Turkey)
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Events aboard the Challenger I
Passengers and crew on the Challenger I, the smallest and fastest vessel in the flotilla, were 
able to witness the first moments of the assault on the Mavi Marmara. Once it became apparent 
that the Israelis intended to commandeer the ships, the decision was made for the Challenger I 
to accelerate out of the formation of the flotilla to allow more time for the journalists aboard to 
transmit news of the assault to the outside world via the boat’s satellite Internet connection, 
which remained in operation, but also in the hope that at least one boat might still be able 
to reach Gaza. The boat was chased by one of the Israeli corvette boats which it was unable 
to outrun. Eventually the starboard engine lost oil pressure and the captain, concerned the 
Israelis might ram the boat, shut down the engines.

Challenger I was intercepted by two Israeli boats and a helicopter. Passengers on board said 
that at least one stun grenade was launched at the boat by the Israelis before they attempted 
to board. Passengers on the decks had decided in advance to employ passive resistance 
techniques to resist symbolically the Israeli soldiers boarding the boat. The passengers stood 
unarmed side-by-side blocking the path of the soldiers. Soldiers opened fire with paintballs 
and rubber bullets as they boarded, hitting and injuring one woman in the face with either a 
plastic bullet or a paintball. Another woman was bruised on her back by  rubber bullets.

Our boat, the Challenger I, could make speeds 
of about 18 knots [33 km/h], considerably 
faster than the other ships in the Flotilla which 
were traveling abreast in a rough line. We 
were behind the others–somewhere between 
the Mavi Marmara and the Greek cargo ship 
Eleftheri Mesogeios (Free Mediterranean). At 
around 04.00, May 31 on a very dark night, 
we were some 73-miles [117 kilometers] from 
Gaza according to my GPS.

Suddenly we could hear gunfire ahead of us, 
and make out inflatable chase boats (zodiacs) 
closing in on either side of us. We proceeded 
at full speed and passed about 50 yards [46 
meters] off the port side of the Mavi Marmara 
which was already under attack. A bright 
searchlight shone down on an inflatable boat 
in an apparent attempt to blind the Israeli 
naval commandos aboard. A fire hose was 
aimed down onto the inflatable from the main 
deck of the Mavi Marmara, but the attackers 
were responding with percussion grenades 
and paintball pellets. We could hear gunfire 
and the sound of helicopters though I do not 
think they had yet launched their soldiers onto 
the Mavi Marmara.

We sped past the Mavi Marmara and others, 
but even at top speed we could not outrun 
the Israeli boats that were drawing closer. 
To keep the Israeli naval commandos from 
boarding us, our captain began to zigzag our 
boat quite vigorously. The Israelis fired a series 
of flares–either as signals between their ships 
or to illuminate our position. At one point our 
captain had to swerve to avoid hitting one of 
their larger ships. After ten to fifteen minutes 
an Israeli frigate radioed for us to stop or he 
would ram us. On an earlier trip to Gaza, our 
captain Denis Healey’s ship (“the Dignity”) had 
been purposely rammed and almost sunk before 
limping into a Lebanese port. So he elected to 
stop and we were boarded.

I had planned to enter the main cabin, lock 
the door and film the Israeli naval commandos 
breaking it down. As I was about to enter, a 
stun grenade went off two feet in front of me. 
I did manage to enter and lock the door before 

they smashed it open.

David K. Schermerhon
(1929/Filmmaker/USA)*The texts in this section are extracted from the report drafted by the International Fact-Finding Mission, which was formed by the UN 

Human Rights Council after the assault on May 31st

Incidents aboard the other ships*
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Once on board, the soldiers moved to 
take control of the fly bridge. Passengers 
obstructing access were forcibly removed. 
On entering the fly bridge, the soldiers 
were met with no resistance, but a female 
journalist sustained burns on her arms from 
an electroshock weapon fired by an Israeli 
soldier. Witnesses said that the primary 
concern of the soldiers seemed to be the 
confiscation of photographic equipment and 
media.

The passive resistance offered by the 
passengers was met with force. One 
woman’s head was hit against the deck of 
the boat and then stepped on by an Israeli 
soldier. Passengers were handcuffed very 
tightly with plastic ties behind their backs, 
while the woman injured in the face was 
left unattended.

Several passengers said that it was clear 
that the Israeli soldiers knew who was on 

board as they referred to some passengers 
by name. A plasticized booklet recovered 
from a soldier on the Mavi Marmara, and 
filmed, identified specific passengers on 
several boats with names and photographs, 
including on the Challenger I.

One crew member observed that the soldiers 
were very young, seemed frightened and 
that were initially poorly organized. Soldiers 
behaved aggressively from the outset 
towards the passengers. Passengers were 
handcuffed with plastic ties and denied 
access to the toilet. One elderly man was 
obliged to urinate in his clothes because he 
was refused access to the toilet. There was 
an attempt to forcibly eject one woman from 
the boat into one of the zodiacs. Two women 
had hemp bags placed over their heads for 
an extended period. The woman injured in 
the face in the initial stage of boarding was 
left unattended for an extended period, 

even though there was an army medic on 
board. The physical violence was described 
as “unwarranted and excessive”. No 
distinction was made between activists and 
journalists, despite the presence of several 
respected international journalists on board.

The boat arrived in Ashdod at around 
11.00 hours on 31 May. Several passengers 
joined arms to resist disembarkation, 
protesting that they had been brought to 
Israel against their will from international 
waters. Two female passengers were 
handcuffed and forcibly removed while a 
male passenger was threatened with an 
electroshock weapon at point blank range. 
Passengers were led off the boat one-by-
one accompanied by two Israeli officers.

[UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 
136-142), September 27, 2010]

Events aboard the Sfendoni

The operation to board the Sfendoni took place 
simultaneously with the assault on the Mavi 
Marmara. Soldiers were able to climb directly 
on board in a straight forward manner from 
zodiac boats without the need to use grappling 
irons or other equipment. Prior to boarding, a 
number of stun grenades, plastic bullets and 
paint balls were fired at the boat from soldiers 
on the zodiacs: at least two passengers were 
hit, one on the back of the head. According 
to a medical doctor on board, one of the stun 
grenades landed in the confined space of 
the bridge, injuring a number of people and 
causing damage to the hearing of one man.

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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Once aboard, the soldiers proceeded to 
the bridge of the ship. The passengers 
had planned to sit down on the decks of 
the boat to show passive resistance, but 
in the event the plan was only partially 
implemented. Many of the passengers, 
including the elderly, stayed below decks 
in the main lounge. On deck, passengers 
linked arms around the bridge. The Israelis 
then proceeded to fire electroshock 
weapons at the protesting passengers to 
clear access; a medical doctor, who was 
himself hurt in this way, later treated 
numerous electrical burn injuries to 
passengers. When two Israeli soldiers 
entered the bridge, one of the crew grabbed 
the wheel tightly, protesting that the boat 
was in international waters. A soldier hit 
him with the butt of his gun and in the 
ensuing scuffle the captain was kicked in 
the back, punched several times in the face 
and received electric shock burns from an 
electroshock weapon.

At one point after the boat was taken 

under control, one passenger was roughly 

treated and restrained at the hands and 

feet with plastic ties. He screamed in 

protest and because the ties were too tight. 

At the insistence of a medical doctor, the 

handcuffs were removed. The man then ran 

and jumped into the sea. The passenger was 

later picked up by another boat.

The Israeli forces took control of the boat 

and the passengers were made to sit 

down. Some passengers were restrained 

with plastic ties for an initial period, but 

most were not. The soldiers attempted to 

stop a medical doctor from treating the 

passengers’ injuries, saying that the army 

medical officer on board would treat them. 

But since he was masked and armed like 

the other soldiers, no passengers would 

consent to be treated by him. The doctor 

said that they would have to shoot him to 

prevent him doing his job.

Passengers were searched one by one and 

taken to the main salon. Passengers said 

that access to water and to the toilet was 

only possibly with difficulty after repeated 

requests and not all passengers were 

granted access. Passengers were allowed 

to prepare food which they refused to eat 

until an army cameraman ceased filming 

them for propaganda reasons. Witnesses 

said that the soldiers were always 

aggressive and shouting and pointing their 

guns, but otherwise no one was ill-treated 

or restrained.

[UN Human Rights Council Report of 

International Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 

143-147), September 27, 2010]

Most of us participated in defending the boat with nonviolent action, according to our capabilities. 

The passengers surrounded the wheelhouse and blocked all the doors and windows. We linked arms 

and refused to move. The soldiers attacked with stun grenades and tasers, and by beating with guns 

or sticks, hitting people on the head, face and other parts of the body. The passengers refused to 

move, but did not hit back. Finally, the soldiers pulled them away.

The soldiers also fired paint pellets, but I know of no use of live ammunition. I think the purpose 

was to make us afraid by hearing gunfire. However, no one was intimidated by this or anything else. 

They used plastic wrist restraints on everyone, but later removed them after negotiation.

After capture, there was some cooperation such as following instructions and making agreements 

that allowed people to eat, etc. I chose not to cooperate, such as refusing to sit when the soldiers 

instructed me to do so. For that, I was beaten. Afterwards, I jumped off the ship in order to 

force them to stop and waste their time. They sent one of their warships to pick me out of the 

water, but I refused to cooperate with them, so that it took more than an hour to remove me 

from the water.

Prof. Paul Larudee

(1946/Free Gaza Movement/USA)
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Events aboard the Eleftheri Mesogios

Israeli forces boarded the Eleftheri Mesogios 
after 04.30 hours, concurrently with the 
assault on the Mavi Marmara and Sfendoni. 
Soldiers boarded from three zodiac boats, 
using grappling irons and rope ladders to climb 
the sides of the ship. Although barbed wire 
had been placed around the ship, the soldiers 
were able to board relatively quickly.

The passengers did not engage in any pro-
active resistance to the take-over of the ship 
but used passive resistance methods, blocking 
access to the bridge with their bodies.The 
Israeli forces used physical force, electroshock 
weapons, plastic bullets and paint balls to 
clear the area. A number of passengers were 
injured, including one passenger whose leg 
was fractured.

All the passengers and crew were handcuffed. 
Israeli soldiers confiscated their passports 
and subjected them to body searches. Those 

who refused to cooperate were roughly 
treated. According to a number of witnesses, 
some people who refused to surrender their 
passports were assaulted, including one 
woman who was punched in the stomach 
and one man who was wrestled to the 
ground by two soldiers, kicked and beaten. 
One passenger said that the hand ties were 
too tight and when he asked for them to be 
loosened they were instead tightened further.

 Witnesses stated that the passengers were 
almost continuously filmed on videocameras 
by the Israeli forces. One passenger said that 
he felt this was being done deliberately to 
humiliate the passengers and that this 
contributed directly to an elderly passenger 
experiencing an anxiety attack.

[UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 
148-151), September 27, 2010]

The Israeli forces used force in the 
interception of the three further vessels 

in the flotilla: Challenger 1, Sfendoni 
and the Eleftheri Mesogios. In securing 

control of these vessels the Israeli 
forces used significant force, including 
stun grenades, electroshock weapons, 

soft-baton charges fired at close range, 
paintballs, plastic bullets and physical 

force. This resulted in a number of 
injuries to passengers including burns, 
bruises, hematomas and fractures. One 

passenger who was not participating 
in passive resistance activities, a 

photo-journalist, received burns from an 
electroshock weapon. The Mission has 

found that the force used by the Israeli 
soldiers in intercepting the Challenger I, 
the Sfendoni and the Eleftheri Mesogios 

was unnecessary, disproportionate, 
excessive and inappropriate, and amoun-

ted to violations of the right to physical 
integrity, as stipulated in article 7 of 

the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Article 

173), September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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Events aboard the M.V. Gazze I and M.V. Defne Y

Israeli forces boarded the M.V. Gazze I 
from zodiac boats sometime after 05.30 
hours. The crew and passengers on board 
offered no resistance and the Israeli forces 
took control of the ship without incident. 
Passengers were ordered onto the deck 
while the ship was searched with dogs and 
then later taken to the dining hall where 
they were bodysearched. During the eight-
hour journey to Ashdod they were not 
handcuffed and were provided with food.

During the assault on the Mavi Marmara, our 
captain accelerated the ship at full speed to get 
away from assaulting zodiacs but unfortunately 
the motor stopped. By the time our friends made 
it work, the distance between us and the Mavi 
Marmara, which had gathered way at full speed 
to run from the attack, got longer. Then a call 
came through the headphone: “Let the cargo 
vessels go offshore and hang on…” We knew very 
well that the call meant fall of the Mavi Marmara 
and that we have got to do this for the life of 
people there, too. From our point of view, the Mavi 
Marmara had gathered distance up to the horizon 
and was seized by Israeli soldiers. As the ship was 
moving toward us we received a message through 
headphone from Bulent Yıldırım that said “I 

am addressing the cargo ships, there are lots of 
martyrs and wounded here. The cargo ships will 
not resist. Neither die nor kill..” This was the last 
call on headphone and signalled that it was now 
our turn. We made urgent consultations to seek 
each other’s opinion. Israeli soldiers had boarded 
the Mavi Marmara and killed people there. Only 
minutes later they will be attacking us and would 
possibly kill us, too. One of the two helicopters 
hovering above the Mavi Marmara came towards 
us and hovered above us in the air. At the same 
time I was filming from the balcony of the 
wheelhouse. The helicopter was 4 to 5 meters 
away and almost at my eye level. Suddenly they 
opened the doors and threw ropes down and 
began climbing down to the ship. I continued 

filming. As soon as the soldiers landed on the ship, 
the first thing they did was to rip the 10-meter 
flag. Then they disappeared as they moved inside 
the ship. Pocketing the video tape on which I was 
recording, I left the camera. There a few minutes 
later came this call: “To those inside, move to the 
top of the bunker.” Except for the captain, we all 
moved downstairs. Israeli soldiers standing with 
their guns pointed at us were waiting at the door. 
After having waited over the bunker for one or 
two hours and after the ID checks, we were taken 
to the small kitchen at the bottom of the ship and 
were kept as prisoners there.

Abdullah Camioğlu
(1985/IHH Production Department)



The Mavi Marmara was in a state of disrepair on its 
return to Turkey. The ship’s captain and other crew 
members confirmed that items damaged had been in 
full working order when the ship was taken under 
the control of the Israeli authorities on 31 May. 
The Mission’s own investigations confirmed that 
equipment had been destroyed or badly damaged.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-
Finding Mission (Article 244), September 27, 2010
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Israeli forces boarded the M.V. Defne Y by fast rope from helicopters at approximately 0530 
hours. The crew and passengers on board offered no resistance and the Israeli forces took 
control of the ship without incident. They were then kept within the cabins until they arrived 
in the port of Ashdod. No crew members or passengers were handcuffed and the Israeli 
soldiers brought food from the kitchens for them to eat. One passenger, a cameraman working 
for the IHH organization, said that he was interrogated for a five-hour period and physically 
assaulted, in relation to a video tape that he had hidden.

[UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 152-153), 
September 27, 2010]

Events aboard the M.V. Rachel Corrie on 5 June 2010

The Rachel Corrie was delayed in departing 
Ireland and stopped in Malta for passengers 
to embark. The ship therefore was unable 
to join the rest of the flotilla at the meeting 
point south of Cyprus. Nevertheless, it was 
intercepted by the Israeli forces and the people 
on board went through similar experiences to 

those on the other ships. There was a total of 
9 crew and 11 passengers on board including 
a number of high-profile public figures.

The passengers aboard the Rachel Corrie, 
having learned by satellite phone of the 
interception of the flotilla, unanimously 

The conduct of the Israeli military 
and other personnel towards the 
flotilla passengers was not only 
disproportionate to the occasion 

but demonstrated levels of totally 
unnecessary and incredible violence. 

It betrayed an unacceptable level of 
brutality. Such conduct cannot be 

justified or condoned on security or 
any other grounds. It constituted a 

grave violation of human rights law and 
international humanitarian law.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission 
(Article 264), September 27, 2010

One passenger, a Greek national, was 
severely beaten for refusing to provide his 
fingerprints to the Israeli authorities. The 
passenger was dragged along the ground 

for some distance and then surrounded 
by a large group of Israeli officials who 

proceeded to beat him severely, including 
the deliberate fracture of his leg. His cries 

for help were ignored, and one witness 
noted uniformed officials, both male and 
female, laughing at him. The passenger’s 
broken leg was not treated until after he 

had left Israel.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 190), 

September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers



Gaza Freedom Flotilla

99

decided to proceed to Gaza as planned, as 

a mark of respect for those who had died. 

The crew were consulted and also agreed 

to continue. A press release was issued 

confirming the decision to continue.

On 3 June, the Government of Ireland engaged 

in negotiations with the Government of Israel 

to guarantee that the cargo of aid aboard the 

Rachel Corrie could be delivered to Gaza if 

the ship diverted to the port of Ashdod. The 

passengers on the ship did not participate 

in these negotiations and decided to reject 

the offer since their objective was not only 

to deliver the aid but also to break what they 

considered the illegal siege of Gaza.

The ship continued its journey towards Gaza. 

The interception of the vessel followed the 

precedent of the earlier interceptions, but 

without violence, on 5 June. A number of 

Israeli naval vessels came into view and radio 

contact commenced at about 06.30 hours. The 

captain was informed that Gaza was a closed 

military zone and that the ship should not 

proceed. The Rachel Corrie responded that it 

was a civilian ship delivering humanitarian 

aid and that their cargo, which had been 

checked and sealed by the authorities in 

Ireland, did not constitute a threat to Israel.

The passengers on the ship noted with 

irritation that the Israelis continually referred 

to the ship by its former name, the M. V. Linda. 

The ship had been renamed shortly before 

leaving Ireland to commemorate an American 

woman, Rachel Corrie, who had been killed by 

an Israeli bulldozer in the Gaza Strip in 2003.

When the Israelis warned of their intention 
to board the vessel, the passengers rejected 
Israel’s right to board since they were in 
international waters and did not constitute 
a threat but stated that there would be no 
violent resistance to a boarding. The ship’s 
communication capability was jammed. 
The engines were cut by the captain and, 
at around 11.00 hours, zodiacs approached 
the ship and soldiers boarded in accordance 
with an agreed procedure. The passengers 
and crew were gather at midship and 
sit with their hands outstretched, while 
one man controlled the boat in the wheel 
house. Around 35 armed soldiers, including 
three women, boarded in full riot gear. The 
boarding proceeded peacefully. According to 
one witness, the ship was 35 nautical miles 
from Gaza at this point.

The lead passenger, who had control of 
the ship just prior to the boarding, was 
handcuffed and made to kneel at the back 
of the ship for approximately 45 minutes after 
which he was placed with the crew. His wife 
was not allowed to see him during most of 
the journey to Ashdod. The other passengers 
had their passports checked, were searched 
and then made to sit in the sun for several 
hours while the ship was searched. The ship 
was then taken to Ashdod without incident.

[UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Articles 
154-160), September 27, 2010]

The Mission is satisfied that much of 
the force used by the Israeli soldiers 
on board the Mavi Marmara and from 
the helicopters was unnecessary, 
disproportionate, excessive and 
inappropriate and resulted in the wholly 
avoidable killing and maiming of a 
large number of civilian passengers. On 
the basis of the forensic and firearm 
evidence, at least six of the killings 
can be characterized as extra-legal, 
arbitrary and summary executions. As 
such, the conduct of the Israeli forces 
amounted to violations of the right to 
life and of the right to physical integrity, 
as stipulated in articles 6 and 7 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission 
(Article 172), September 27, 2010

Rachel Corrie’s name, who was a member of the International 
Solidarity Movement and was killed in 2003 in Gaza by Israel, has 
been given to the cargo ship of the Free Gaza Movement.
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As a result of the Israeli 
assault, 56 humanitarian 

relief volunteers, who 
were aboard the Freedom 

Flotilla, were wounded.
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I was in the upper part of the ship. I 
wore a lifejacket that was given to us 
and put the gas mask on and began 
waiting. In the meantime, a helicopter 
suddenly appeared above us. Then 
tear and smoke gases, and sound and 
gas bombs began to be � red from the 
helicopter, live ammunition began to be 
shot at us. Some of my friends were shot 
during this period. As � ring continued, 
they began landing on the ship with 
the help of a rope. The number of those 
shot was rapidly increasing. In order to 
protect my brothers and to help them, I, 
too moved towards the point where the 
soldiers descended. There a scuf� e broke 
between me and a soldier. During this 
scuf� e, I was shot on the rightside of 
my back. Following this a barrel hit the 
lower part of my right armpit. I wanted 
to take the soldier as my cover but 
without any hesitation, they even � red 
at their own soldiers. He was also shot. 
After this third bullet, I lost all strength 
in my arms and let the soldier go. As 
I was moving towards the back of the 
ship, the � ring continued. A few bullets 
hit my lifejacket. As we were moving 
to the back, we fell down together with 

my brother. There was no medical help 
provided; on the contrary the soldiers 
came and handcuffed my hands behind 
my back. The ties were so tight that my 
hands were swollen and my arms got 
numb. That was not enough for them and 
they walked over me. One soldier kicked 
me in my face; my mouth and nose 
were � lled with blood. At the same time 
they were using foul language full of “f” 
words in English and were insulting us. 
One of the bullets that hit me in my body 
had shredded my lung. I learned this 
later. I lost a lot of blood and because 
of that I was completely exhausted. My 
hands and feet began to get numb; my 
lips got dry, I was halting to breathe. 
Just at that moment another bullet hit 
me, this time in my head but the gas 
mask I was wearing saved my life as the 
bullet just grazed my head. The shells of 
the bullets � ying around hit my head. It 
was almost two hours after the soldiers 
boarded the ship. Dragging us, they drew 
us to the front part of the ship. Even 
during those moments they continued 
harassing us by using offensive language. 
Every inch of the � oor we were on was 
awash in blood. It was as if buckets of 

blood had been poured on the � oors. 
They had arrested our Turkish doctor as 
well and handcuffed him and held him 
waiting on his knees. A little while later, 
another helicopter appeared. One of the 
soldiers landing from the helicopter had 
a black bag in his hands. After tending 
to a few wounded lying on the � oor, he 
came by my side. He cut my clothes with 
scissors. He gave two injections to my 
abdomin and without waiting, he cut 
and opened my abdomen with a lancet. 
I felt the pain of it being opened up. The 
bullets had not hurt so much but the 
area the soldier cut open was extremely 
painful. He was moving his � ngers inside 
my stomach. I did not know what he 
was doing. According to what I learnt 
later, he had taken a bullet stuck in my 
abdomen out. After the operation ended, 
they handcuffed my hands again and 
kept me waiting there. Another helicopter 
arrived and the Israelis took a few other 
brothers and myself to the helicopter. We 
remained handcuffed until we arrived at 
the hospital. I do not remember anything 
the � rst treatment that was carried out 
in the hospital. 

Ahmet Aydan Bekar 
(1979/Machine Technician/Kayseri, Turkey)
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It was the time for call to Fajr (morning) 
Prayer. I saw the boats approaching. Just 
before I could make sense of what was 
going on, I began hearing gunshots. Just 
at that moment, sound and smoke bombs 
began to be � red from the helicopter. 
Immediately after that I saw laser 
markers wandering over our bodies with 
the gunshots. In panic and because of 
the tremendous thunder and wind of the 
helicopter, I couldn’t see my friends. I 
clung to a piece of metal at the top deck 
in order not to be blown away. A rope 
dangled from the helicopter and soldiers 
began landing on the ship as they were 
� ring their guns. The soldiers had a 
large number of guns, all of which were 
different. The � ring was so intense that 
I thought they won’t leave us alive. Then 
by taking my shoes off, I tried to defend 
myself. I saw that � rst İbrahim Bilgen 
and then Ali Haydar Bengi were shot; 
they both collapsed. Next to Ali Haydar, 
Mehmet Yıldırım fell on his face. When 
the intensity of the attack increased, 
everybody on the top deck lay down 
on the � oor. As I rushed to move Ali 
Haydar Bengi to the deck below, I felt an 

electric shock on both my arms and my 
leg.  Immediately after that, I realized 
that I could not move my body; blood 
was gushing out from every part of my 
body. As a result of Israeli soldiers � ring 
at me, two bullets hit my right arm, two 
pierced my left arm, two penetrated the 
right bottom part of my liver, two hit my 
right calf with one hit the front and the 
other the back of my calf. Another bullet 
hit my left hip. I had been hit with a total 
of 9 bullets, I learnt later. Soldiers were 
� ring randomly at anyone on the � oor. 
While Ali Haydar was lying down on his 
face motionless, I saw an Israeli soldier 
come by his side and � red at him. The 
soldier then pulled him by his arm and 
turning his face up � red two more bullets 
into his body. When I saw this, I thought 
they were going to kill me as well so I 
threw myself down the stairs. At the 
bottom, my friends picked me up and and 
moved inside. Then I was given medical 
aid. After capturing the ship, the soldiers 
came to the in� rmary. They stripped me 
down naked in front of my friends and 
tied my arms and hands and dragged me 
to the � ying deck again. They slammed 

me against the  bloodsoaked motionless 
bodies of Fahri Yaldız and Cengiz Akyüz. 
There were others as well whose faces I 
couldn’t see. I was left there for a long 
time perhaps in anticipation that I would 
die there. Then I was carried to the 
farthest corner of the deck. By my side, I 
saw Israeli soldiers trying to take a bullet 
out from the stomach of a large bulky 
person with a tool that resembled pincers. 
The person was screaming in pain. The 
same soldier then came to my side and 
took a bullet out from my right calf with 
the same tool without anesthetizing me. 
It hurt too much. I fainted due to the 
pain. When I opened my eyes, I realized 
the person next to me was not there 
anymore. I still don’t know who he was 
and if he is still alive. Afterwards, they 
took me by helicopter to the Rambam 
Hospital. I stayed there for � ve days. I 
wasn’t allowed to see or speak to anyone 
during this period. I was not allowed to 
call my family. They did not even inform 
the embassy. After I was seen on a clip 
on CNN Turk, my whereabouts became 
known and I was brought back to Turkey, 
alive.

Mehmet Ali Zeybek
(1982/Pharmacist/Diyarbakır, Turkey)
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Between 04.00 and 04.30 hours, I reali-
zed that our ship was surrounded by zo-
diac boats. Then I saw bombs being � red 
one after the other from the helicopter 
that had suddenly appeared at top of the 
ship. Soldiers began landing on the ship. 
They were � ring nonstop while descen-
ding. As a result of the � ring, lots of my 
friends were injured. Soldiers were hit-
ting the wounded with the butts of their 
ri� es and military boots. Everyone was in 
a state of complete panic. Everybody had 
thrown themselves into a corner to seek 
shelter from the bullets. A few soldiers 
who showed up during this time came 
by and kicked me in my ear, left eye and 
at different parts of my body. They � red 
plastic bullets into my ear and back. 
My ear got split.A soldier coming from 
behind, hit me in my jaw with the butt of 
his ri� e and broke my jaw. I crashed on 
my knees with the impact of the blow to 
my jaw. A huge amount of blood was po-
uring out from my mouth. Even though I 
was in that state, they made me lie down 
straight by kicking me in the back and 

handcuffed me.A few soldiers standing 
by my head asked me if I was Arab or 
Turk. When I told them I was Turk, they 
kicked my broken jaw once more saying 
“Ooo one minute”. Not content with this, 
they kept throwing kicks randomly at 
my head and top of my eyes. After a 
few more minutes, they took everything, 
including my socks, off me. Then they 
tread on my entire body with their boots. 
Immediately after that, a soldier pulling 
his ri� e, � red � ve shots into my shoulder. 
One hit my head, two shots hit my ear 
and one hit the bottom of my ear. I don’t 
know what kind of bullets they were. I 
must have fainted after the bullet was 
� red into my ear. I vaguely remember 
soldiers holding my left arm and opening 
three vascular accesses, and took me 
inside the helicopter. When I woke up, 
I discovered was in an Israeli hospital 
and there were ten persons around me 
with three wearing military uniform. One 
person came and cut the wires that were 
mounted on my mouth because of my 
broken jaw, and arranged me into a po-

sition so I could speak. One of them told 
me that his name was Ilyas and that he 
was from Istanbul; that my friends were 
released and on the condition of signing 
some papers I could be released as well. 
I told them I was not signing anything. 
They began threatening me. Some of the 
friends who had been wounded on the 
ship were also in the same hospital. They 
did not let us sleep during the period 
we stayed there. We could hardly � nd 
opportunity even to go to the toilet. They 
dressed us all in one type of attire. Even 
during the time we were being discharged 
from the hospital, they held me for four 
hours even though I was barefoot. During 
the despatch process, everybody who 
communicated with me spoke Turkish. 
When the paperwork was completed 
and I was brought to Ankara in an air 
ambulance. I was shot by Israeli soldiers, 
I was coerced to come to Israel against 
my will and I was forcibly kept in an 
Israeli hospital for three days that I did 
not agree to.

Murat Taşğın
(1977/Worker/Konya, Turkey)
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I was in the broadcasting area during the 
time of the assault. The � rst ropes from 
the helicopter to the ship were thrown 
onto our � oor. Then they pulled up the 
ropes and began embarkation from the 
roof. The soldiers were randomly shooting 
around. Amid this tumult, as I was 
running ahead I was hit on my foot and 
fell down. The bullet had entered an area 
just above my knee and went out the back. 
I couldn’t feel my legs at that time and it 
was hurting badly. I stayed in that state 
for 10 to 15 minutes. I wasn’t able to 
move. During this time, different sounds–
gun� re, sound of helicopter, bombs and 
voices of people–had got mixed into each 
other… I was hearing voices crying for 
help. But there was no sound coming from 
the individual next to me. I later learnt 
that he was İbrahim Bilgen. A soldier 
came by and I felt a very severe blow to 
my head. According to the forensic report, 
my head was hit with a sharp object. It 
was split open and started to bleed much. 
I pressed with both my hands to stop the 
bleeding. I maintained that position for 
almost a half hour. Then another soldier 
came towards me. He was yelling in 
Hebrew. He hit me with the butt of his ri� e 
on my left eye. My eye burst out. Then he 
pointed his gun at me and � red straight 
into my chest at point blank range.
I felt massive pain in my chest; he had 
� red a plastic bullet. I thought they were 
going to kill everyone one at a time. I was 

praying, and reciting kalima shahadah1 
by myself. Then a soldier � rst approached 
the place where Brother Ibrahim was 
lying,  completely motionless. He came, 
checked his eyes and made a gesture 
meaning he was dead. He then came 
to my side. Because of the blow I took, 
my left eye was completely closed. He 
opened my right eye with his hands and 
discovered that I was still alive. Then 
he dragged me to the centre and turned 
me upside down. I was feeling immense 
pain because of my broken leg. Then he 
handcuffed me very tight that was equally 
painful. I stayed there in that position 
for 15-30 minutes. Then again dragging 
me, they pulled me to the farthest point 
at thefront of the ship and threw me to 
just above the location of the wheelhouse 
at the top deck. All the wounded and 
martyrs were gathered there. Meanwhile, 
soldiers were walking around and stepping 
over us quite casually as if we were not 
humans but some kind of lifeless objects. 
On my left side in a corner I saw that 
Muharrem Güner was being provided 
medical care, or rather I thought he was 
because he was surrounded by several 
soldiers. Then the soldiers came to 
my side. One had a big injection in his 
hands. He pressed the injection into my 
shoulder. When I regained consciousness, 
I found myself lying in a curtained off 
one-person intensive care unit. I realized 
my eye, head and legs had been operated 

on. I thought they had put my leg into 
a plastic cast but they hadn’t. I couldn’t 
feel my leg. I thought it must have been 
gangrened and they were probably going 
to cut it. I was wondering where we were 
and whether the consulate was informed 
about our situation. When I was in the 
intensive care, an agent showed up and 
after accusing me of many crimes, he told 
that he was going to take my statement. 
I told him that the consulate must be 
informed but he kept changing the subject. 
Then they moved me from intensive care 
to the traumatology unit. Muharrem 
Güneş was also there. We had a curtain 
between us. They did not let us to talk. 
There were police waiting at our toes and 
at the bed side. On our last day there, I 
heard some noise coming from the outside. 
Then I saw 3 or 4 people wearing vests 
with Red-Crescent emblem on it. They 
were arguing with the doctors. When I saw 
them, I gathered that our presence here 
was known. Around 05.00-05.30 hours we 
were taken to the hospital in ambulances. 
We waited inside the ambulance car until 
23.00 -23.30 hour. For the � rst time, we 
could get in touch with our families.

Abdulhamit Ateş
(1977/Financial Advisor/Ankara, Turkey)

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers

1 The shahadah (testimony) is the Islamic declaration 
of belief in the oneness of God and acceptance 
of Muhammad (peace be upon him) both as Allah’s servant 
and prophet.” There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is the 
servant and messenger of Allah.”
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During the time of the assault, we were 
on the bridge deck together with Ali 
Haydar Hoca and a few other friends. 
Then I began to withdraw to the satellite’s 
direction from the point where the 
helicopter boarded. The moment I turned 
back, I saw Furkan. In the middle of the 
ship, just beneath the satellite, he was 
holding the bar of the satellite while he 
was trying to � lm the helicopter with a 
camera in his other hand. They shot him 
in his head by � ring from the helicopter. 
We had 2-to-3 meters between us.  Just 
as he was about to collapse face down, I 
threw myself in front of him. I grabbed 
him by his shoulders and slowly put him 
down on the � oor but it was a matter 
of seconds after putting him down 
that I was thrown in the air, since the 
helicopter was causing a very strong 
air stream. I was thrown at the other 
side of the satellite. I tried to hold on 
there. I stayed like that for almost a half 
hour. The bullets were buzzing around 
my head, almost touching my ear. As I 
had received a very severe blow during 
the brawl, I was lying semi-conscious 
on the � oor. The soldiers might have 
thought I was dead; because they were 
coming at me but then turning back. In 
the meantime, they were hitting with 
their ri� e butts the wounded who were 
moaning with pain or asking for water 
and were hurling profanities at them 
in Arabic and English. Now and then 
soldiers would retreat to the sides of the 

ship as the helicopter would come closer 
spraying water at us. It kept hovering 
above us. I waited there in that situation 
for some time. We could hear voices 
everywhere; the wounded were asking 
for help. I was praying. Just then, I was 
shot by a laser ri� e from the helicopter. 
It was warm and felt like a smooth touch. 
I couldn’t swallow. I was not aware that 
the bullet had entered into one of my 
cheeks and went out from the other. My 
teeth darted out of mouth and so did my 
� esh. My palate was torn apart. I was 
able to see that but I did not feel pain. Yet 
I was trying to wrench my palate, which 
was hanging out of my mouth, with my 
tongue. I was in this situation for quite 
a long time. Then the soldiers came and 
handcuffed me very tight from behind. I 
hadn’t felt the pain that shakles would 
hurt so much. They tortured me for two 
hours in the sense of serious torture. 
They were not only kicking us but also 
using profane language. They pointed the 
barrel of the gun at point blank range 
at my head but since I was already 
hadcuffed I wasn’t able to move. Several 
of the wounded passengers were also 
around. Then a call was made. The ship 
was said to be under Israeli control and 
that there should be no resistance. There 
was an eerie silence after that. Then I 
saw Israeli soldiers going to some of the 
wounded and shooting at them. After a 
while, I think, they removed the seriously 
wounded into a partioned room. I had 

Furkan on one side and Ahmet from 
Kayseri on the other. They took them out 
by dragging them on the � oor. Then two 
soldiers dragged me with my face down 
on the � oor and took me somewhere. 
Then with gestures as well as kicks, they 
told me to sit on my knees. They cut my 
handcuffs but then tied it again very 
tight at my neck. The blood was pouring 
out of my mouth. We weren’t allowed to 
look back. For a second I turned to look 
back. They had stripped several of my 
friends and were keeping them in a face 
down position. The soldiers were shouting 
while now and then they would come 
to our sides to kick us. After staying 
in that situation for quite some time, a 
person dragged to the back of the ship. 
Another soldier whom I thought to be 
a doctor, checked my face and gave me 
the injection which he pulled out of his 
pocket. When I opened my eyes it was 
evening hours and I was in the hospital. 

By my bedside, soldiers and police were 
waiting. I received the � rst information 
in the hospital about what had happened. 
I stayed at the traumatology unit for a 
whole day. In the room I was in, there 
were also soldiers who had been wounded 
on board the ship. It was as if they had 
intentionally put me with them. I was 
attacked once or twice by individuals who 
had come to visit the soldiers. After some 
of� cials from the consulate came, I was 
tranferred to another room.

Muharrem Güneş 
(1986/Theologian/Elazığ, Turkey)
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I was at the top deck during the assault. 
During those dark hours of morning 
prayer (at the break of dawn), people 
were praying in congregation. First the 
zodiacs arrived. Within less than � ve 
minutes of the zodiacs’ arrival, the 
helicopter also showed up. They were 
� ring at us nonstop from the helicopter. 
In order to prevent them from landing 
on the ship, we caught the rope and tied 
it; upon this they dangled another one. 
During this chaos, I was shot and fell 
down on my back. I was wounded twice 
in my hip and twice in my foot. With the 
impact of my fall, I hit my head very 
heavily and I felt as if it almost broke. 
While lying face up in this situation, a 
soldier approached and � red twice into 
my stomach. Then he handcuffed me. I 
stayed there for hours. They had shot 
everyone on the bridge deck within a 
period of 10-15 minutes. I saw everything 
as I was still conscious and remained 
so until the end of the assault. My fatal 
organs hadn’t received any bullets but 
my abdomen and legs were in a terrible 
state; one of my legs was broken and 

my intestines were torn. I was losing too 
much blood. There were no more persons 
resisting the soldiers on that � oor but the 
soldiers kept on � ring at the wounded. 
They had � red so many bullets that shells 
piled up around us. No one was allowed 
to go upstairs. They were shooting at the 
ones who tried. No wounded there were 
tended to medically until the end of the 
incident. They gathered all the wounded 
in one location. After the wounded waited 
there for two or three hours, the soldiers 
took them to the helicopters. There were 
two more wounded friends at my side. 
We were fully conscious but were in a 
very bad condition to move. I was fully 
conscious until the time they ripped my 
attire at the hospital. Thereafter I can’t 
recall anything.

I stayed there for � ve days, I only 
regained consciousness three days 
after I came back to Turkey. I remained 
unconscious for a total of eight days. Due 
to haemorrhage, my heart rhythm had 
soared. When I regained consciousness, 
I thought I was still in Israel. I did not 
want the doctors to treat me. It took 

some time for me to be persuaded that I 
was in Turkey.

I still am having complications. My 
intestine had been operated on and as 
the bladder was torn, I strolled around 
with a catheter for three months. They 
had drilled a hole and inserted a catheter 
into my abdomen. At the end of these 
three months, I had another operation in 
my urinary tract. Then I had one more 
operation. During the time the catheter 
had stayed inserted, my body reacted 
and I got excessive in� ammation. I got 
infected two or three times. Each time, I 
underwent treatment for a minimum of 
ten days and I still suffer from chronic 
complications. My leg was broken from 
hip to knee. They had inserted a platin 
(do you mean platen, which is kind of a 
plate used in printing?). A bone tissue 
developed. They cut out that extra bone. 
I suffered from another bone growth in 
my right leg at level with the joints and 
it was obstructing my walk. I have had 
several operations beginning with my 
legs, intestines and bladder; it looks like I 
will have more.

Çelebi Bozan 
(1960/Pensioner/Diyarbakır, Turkey)

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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Some of the brothers started to warn 
us saying, “Israel is attacking, Israel is 
attacking,” while we were still in the middle 
of the prayer. As soon as we � nished the 
prayer, I put on my shoes and looked at the 
sea. I saw there were boats, and soldiers 
that were shooting at us. I went to the 
upper deck. I stood with Hassan Ghani, the 
correspondent of PressTV, and he asked me 
to hold his camera as he had to bring his 
telephone. As he left, I held his camera and 
started � lming. As soon as he came back, 
I saw two helicopters above us, one with a 
projector and the other with ropes where 
the “well-trained elite(!)” Israeli commandos 
were coming down. 

I got a bullet in my head coming through my 
mouth by ripping my lips. Another soldier 
who was already down on the ship shot me 
in my belly. Four soldiers jumped on me, put 
me on the � oor, tied my hands with plastic 
cable ties and started kicking me. As I was 
born and raised in Israel, and can speak and 
write Hebrew very well, I could understand 
what the soldiers were saying to each other. 
One of the soldiers who was kicking me said, 
“He is the leader, kill him!” So it was like 
an opportunity for those soldiers who got 
permission to kill me. After they � nished 
kicking – by the way they were real kicks, 
with the boots of soldiers – they left me on 
the � oor for about two hours. I was bleeding 
all over. When they came back two hours 
later and saw that I was still moving, one 
of the soldiers said to the other, “Look at 
that (...), he is still alive!” They asked me to 
stand up, and I stood up. They took me to the 
front of the boat and asked me to lie down 

again, but I refused. I was already wounded, 
what else could they do?

Whilst I was being kicked and beaten, I felt 
no pain at all, none whatsoever; because my 
mind was only speaking to Allah, praying 
constantly. I felt that I was in the � nal 
moments of my life.

They thought I was a Turk. When they took 
me to hospital, they asked me straight away 
where I was from; I said, “I am from Israel.” 
As soon as they knew that I am from Israel, 
they stopped speaking to each other in 
Hebrew. They were very careful not to speak 
Hebrew in front of me since they didn’t want 
me to understand what they were saying. 
Even when anybody came to say something 
to them, they warned that I spoke Hebrew.

They came with a form and said to me, “If 
you wanna go with them, you have to sign 
this form that you’re not to be allowed to 
come back here again.” I said, “No! I won’t 
sign anything. If you wanna keep me, then 
keep me.” They said, “If you stay, you’re 
going back to jail,” and I said, “Okay, take 
me back to jail.” After that they came and 
said, “Look, we are going to Beersheba, and 
your parents’ town will be on our way. We 
can drop you at your parents’.” I thought 
that they were trying to threaten me. I said, 
“Okay, take me to my parents.” My parents’ 
house was in the middle of the way, two 
kilometres away from the airport. On the 
way from airport they were mouthing me, 
“You’re stupid! What are you doing? Why do 
you need to do all that? You live in London 
like a king, and all the good life...” I asked 
the policeman, “Am I free? Am I free to go?” 

They said to me, “Yeah.” I said, “Well, stop 
the car then, I wanna go.” They stopped the 
car and let me go. With my pyjamas and 
slippers on, I walked to my parents’ house. 
While walking, I saw a friend who didn’t 
recognized me. I said to him, “Jihad, its 
Ahsan,” he was surprised and said, “What’s 
happened?” I mentioned to him about the 
Mavi Marmara that he already knew about 
it. He dropped me at my parents’ house.

When I went to my parents’ house and 
opened the door, my mum saw me. I was 
looking at my mum, and she was looking at 
me. I was like a stranger to her; she didn’t 
recognize who I was. I said to her, “Mummy, 
this is Ahsan,” and she kept looking at me. 
I don’t know if she was in shock or didn’t 
really recognize me. Luckily my sister was 
there, but when she came and looked at me, 
she fainted and fell on the � oor. After that, 
my father who was sitting in the corner 
came and started crying. Then my mum 
regained consciousness and started hugging 
me asking, “What’s happened? What’s 
happened? Who’s done this to you?” I said, “I 
was on the Mavi Marmara.”

I stayed with my parents for about two 
weeks, and when I was watching the Israeli 
televisions, I saw footage of myself. Every 
day on two Israeli channels, they were 
broadcasting footage of me saying, “I wanna 
die shaheed (martyr), I wanna die shaheed.” 
I know they were going to kill me there if 
I stayed more. So I had to buy the airplane 
tickets and went to the British embassy. 
They gave me an emergency passport since 
Israelis stole everything we had. Then I 
returned to London...

Ahsan Shamruk 
(1964/Self-Employed/UK)
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The helicopter was 4-5 meters above 
us. Just as I tried to go in from the 
deck, two shots hit my body. One of the 
bullets entered through my thigh and the 
other just above my knee. The friends 
carried me to the saloon where the other 
wounded were brought in. After some 
time, the ship was taken over by the 
Israelis. The soldiers in the hall were 
treating everyone really badly. They 
intentionally kicked my wounded leg. 
They would lift me to have fun and then 
put me down again. They repeated this 
several times. They put me on a stretcher 
to remove me from the saloon I was in, to 
take me to the top deck but they placed 
me in a head down position. While they 

were carrying me over the stairs, my 
head  repeatedly banged against the � oor. 
They carried me in this position for a 
while. Then they told me that since one 
of my legs was alright I could crawl and 
forced me to climb the stairs crawling 
even though I was bleeding. I wasn’t able 
to walk, I was wounded. I was feeling 
dizzy and falling down. This happened 
many times. When I stumbled, they would 
push and hit me with their guns. When I 
� nally I reached the top deck, my wound 
was bleeding profusely but it wasn’t 
attended with any kind of medical care. I 
was forced to wait onboard the ship under 
the sun for hours. For 10-12 hours, even 
water wasn’t allowed.

Ahmed Luqman Talib
(1990/Student/Australia)

Many of those treated in the Israeli 
hospitals reported that they were 

handcuffed to their beds using standard 
metal handcuffs throughout their stay. 

Some were also restrained at their ankles. 
These were seriously injured people and the 

cuffing was done with no apparent regard 
to their injuries.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 214), 

September 27, 2010

Attack on the Freedom Flotilla and interception of passengers
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Uğur Süleyman Söylemez
(1963/Self-Employed/Ankara, Turkey)

He was born in 1963 in Ankara. He was working in the trade 
sector. Uğur Süleyman Söylemez, married to Tuğba Söylemez, has 
got three children named Ahmed (1988), Zeynep Kübra (1991) 
and Fatma (1997). Uğur Söylemez, who always took part in charity 
activities organized for the needy around him, is known as a 
trustworthy, true to his promise and sensitive individual on matters 
relating to humanitarian work. “He always had a particular 
interest for Palestine”, noted his spouse, Mrs. Söylemez.

Right after the assault on the Mavi Marmara, Uğur Süleyman 
Söylemez’s name was mentioned among the ones who lost their 
lives but then he was believed to be among those who were 
wounded. He was seriously wounded with at least one bullet to 
his head. After having been brought to Turkey, together with two 
other wounded persons, he was transferred to Atatürk Research 
Hospital in Ankara and was treated in the intensive care unit for 
eight months. Uğur Söylemez, whose health was not improving 
signi� cantly, was transferred from hospital at the end of these 
eight months in order to be treated at homecare. The condition of 
Mr. Söylemez who is still in coma, remains very serious.

There were so many, but the most striking was when I was downstairs, 

assisting the many who were wounded. There was one brother, Suleyman 

(Söylemez), who had been shot in the front part of his head, and had 

fallen on his back that resulted in puncturing the back of his head 

as well. He was lying on his side, and one of the other brothers was 

holding him up. The doctors said that if he were to recline fully, the blood 

would rush to his lungs, and he would surely die. Several brothers were 

fanning him with cardboard pieces as we tried to keep him alive. Blood 

and vomit were pouring out of his mouth. I just kept wiping his mouth, 

holding his hand, changing the towels on his wounds, and speaking to 

him. We went through dozens of towels in fifteen minutes trying to 

stop the bleeding. SubhanAllah (glory be to God), he made it through. 

The Israelis transported him, and the other wounded to the helicopters 

in a totally barbaric way. Brother Süleyman is with his family now in 

Ankara, though in a coma. I will absolutely never forget him.

Fatima Mohamadi (1975/Attorney/USA)
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The nine flotilla 
participants, who lost 

their lives as a result of 
Israeli attack, were bid 
farewell with prayers.
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Ali Haydar 
Bengi

He was born on September 11th, 1971 

in Diyarbakır. In 1991, he graduated 

from Diyarbakır, Turkey Religious High 

School and had a degree from al-Azhar 

University in Cairo in the department of 

Islamic Studies and Arabic Language in 

1997.

He earned a living as a tradesman. He 

established the Foundation of Rights 

and Freedoms, Education, Culture and 

Solidarity for an Enlightened Tomorrow 

(AYDER) and was an active volunteer 

under its roof.

Married with Mrs. Saniye Bengi, he 

was the father of four children whose 

names are; Mehanur (1995), Nur Sena 

(2001), Nur Sema (2001) and Muhammed 

Mustafa (2005).

Ali Haydar Bengi, who stated in his 

application form for the flotilla that he 
would be a translator, was at the top deck 
of the Mavi Marmara during the attack.

According to the pathology reports by 
both Istanbul Forensic Medicine Institute 
and United Nations Human Rights 
Council, Ali Haydar Bengi received six 
bullets (one in the chest, one in the 
abdomen, one in the right arm, one in the 
right thigh and two in the left hand). One 
bullet lodged in the chest area. None of 
the wounds would have been instantly 
fatal, but damage to the liver caused 
bleeding which would have been fatal if 
not stemmed. There are several witness 
accounts which suggest that Israeli 
soldiers shot the deceased in the back 
and chest at close range while he was 
lying on the deck as a consequence of 
initial bullet wounds.
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Cengiz
Akyüz

He was born on May 15th, 1969 in 
Mardin, Midyat, a city in the southeast 
of Turkey. Cengiz Akyüz was a 
craftsman on decoration and papier 
mache and was married to Mrs. Nimet 
Akyüz. Cengiz Akyüz was the father of 
three children; Furkan (1996), Beyza 
(1998), and Erva Kardelen (2001). He 
was an active volunteer in various 
civil society organizations beginning 
with Iskenderun Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation.

His friend of 23 years Zekeriya Kanat 
with whom he joined the flotilla narrates 
one of the memory they shared while 
they waited for the flotilla to sail: “We 
were waiting for the ship to set out. We 
were resting. While I was jotting down 
something on my diary, I said “History 

will write about us for these days.” He 
said “No; We are writing history.”

Cengiz Akyüz, who had noted in his 
application form to join the flotilla that 
he would help with construction work 
in Gaza, became one of the first ones 
to be killed in the attack. According 
to Istanbul Forensic Institute and 
UN Human Rights Council pathology 
reports, (…) Cengiz Akyüz, 41, from 
Hatay was injured on the bridge deck in 
close succession by live fire from above. 
He had been sheltering and was shot as 
he and others attempted to move inside 
the door leading to the stairwell. Cengiz 
Akyüz received a shot to the head and 
it is probable that he died instantly. The 
pathology report shows four wounds: to 
the neck, face, chest and thigh.”
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Cengiz 
Songür

He was born in June 1963, in Konya, 
Turkey. He embarked on his working 
life soon after elementary school.

Cengiz Songür was living in İzmir, west 
of Turkey and was married to Mrs. 
Nurcan Songür. He was the father of 
Ayşegül (1983), Hacer (1986), Sümeyye 
(1987), İsmail (1990), Zeynep (1992), 
Senanur (1994), and Meryem (1996).

He had stated that he would help with 
technical and mechanical mending 
on board the flotilla. The following 
sentences were penned down on the 
note he had discovered on board the 
ship that was put into his pocket by 
one of his daughters: “I am scared, Dad. 
I get even more scared when I see the 
sadness in my sisters’ eyes, and the 
anxiety on my mom’s face. But even if 
it ends with losing you, go, father… Do 

go father to make an orphan smile, to 
make a mother pray… Go, even if only 
your name returns home...”

According to the Istanbul Forensic 
Medicine Institute and the UN Human 
Rights Council reports Cengiz Songür, 
46, was injured on the bridge deck 
in close succession by live fire from 
above. He had been sheltering with 
others and was shot as they attempted 
to move inside the door leading to 
the stairwell. Cengiz Songür received 
a single bullet to the upper central 
thorax below the neck, shot from a 
high angle, which lodged in the right 
thoracic cavity injuring the heart and 
aorta. Unsuccessful efforts were made 
by doctors inside the ship to resuscitate 
him through heart massage.”
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Cevdet
Kılıçlar

He was born in Kayseri, Turkey in 1972. 
He had a BA degree from the Faculty 
of Communications at the University of 
Marmara.
He worked for Selam and Vakit Dailies. 
In 2008, he took a position as internet 
editor in the IHH Humanitarian Relief 
Foundation. Cevdet Kılıçlar was the 
husband of Derya Kılıçlar and the 
father of Erdem (1997) and Gülhan 
(1995).
He got on the board the ship at 
Istanbul on May 22nd. He was in 
charge of providing the news and 
flow content for the website and 
securing uninterrupted access to the 
internet for the press and passengers 
and photographing experiences 
on board the ship. During the time 
leading to arrival in Antalya, he 
dealt with carrying out technical 
work like installing computers and 

setting operating systems in various 
languages. During the Israeli assault, 
the internet access was blocked so 
he was left with nothing to do inside 
the room. Thus,  as a member of the 
press, he too went out to the deck to 
photograph the Israeli attack.
According to the pathology report both 
by the Istanbul Forensic Institute and 
the UN Human Rights Council, “(…) At 
the moment Cevdet Kılıçlar (38) was 
shot he was standing on the bridge 
deck on the port side of the ship near to 
the door leading to the main stairwell 
and was attempting to photograph 
Israeli soldiers on the top deck. 
According to the pathology reports, he 
received a single bullet to his forehead 
between the eyes. The bullet followed 
a horizontal trajectory which crossed 
the middle of the brain from front to 
back. He would have died instantly.”
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Çetin 
Topçuoğlu

He was born in 1956 in Adana, Turkey. 
He retired from Çukobirlik in 1998, where 
he worked as a civil servant. He played 
amauter football for two years in Adana 
Demir Sports. He took interest in various 
sports like Teakwando, boxing, wrestling, 
swimming, athletics, and judo. He received 
degrees in international Teakwando 
championship. He was volunteering in the 
Adana Humanitarian Relief Foundation 
and was particularly interested in working 
for the organizations for orphan support 
unit; and participating in works for youth 
in education, culture and youth council. 
Çetin Topçuoğlu was married with Çiğdem 
and had a son, Aytek (1984).

Prior to the flotilla, he had joined in the 
“Open Road to Palestine” convoy in 2009. 
And for the help he would contribute for 
the flotilla, he had noted that he was an 
educator and first aid expert.

According to the Istanbul Forensic 

Institute and the UN Human Right Council 

pathology reports Çetin Topçuoğlu, “(…) a 

54-year-old had been involved in helping 

to bring injured passengers inside the ship 

to be treated. He was also shot close to the 

door on the bridge deck. He was shot by 

three bullets. One bullet entered from the 

top the soft tissues of the right side of the 

back of the head, exited from the neck and 

then reentered into the thorax. Another 

bullet entered the left buttock and lodged 

in the right pelvis. The third entered the 

right groin and exited from the lower 

back. There are indications that the victim 

may have been in a crouching or bending 

position when this wound was sustained. 

He did not die instantly and his wife, who 

was also on board the ship, was with him 

when he died.” According to the witness 

accounts, his last word was “My son…”.
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Fahri
Yaldız

He was born in 1967 in Adıyaman, Turkey. 
He lost his father when he was nine. He 
was the oldest among his brothers. He 
had to drop out of middle school by taking 
upon himself the responsibility to earn for 
his family. He worked in many different 
jobs (bakery, ice cream, kadayıf shops). He 
was married to Mrs. Güler Yaldız and was 
the father of Muhammed Fatih (1993), 
Halil İbrahim (1995), Habibullah (1997), 
and Harun Yahya (2002).
He undertook positions in campaign 
works for Welfare Party city organization 
and for the National Youth Foundation. 
He was the president of the Anatolian 
Youth Foundation for eight years. He 
was an active member of the Adıyaman 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation, which 
was founded in 2007. Fahri Yıldız, who 
was working as a member of the fire unit 
in the Municipality of Adıyaman, was 

also running two small factories. He had a 

library and playing ground opened in the 

village of Başlı Adıyaman. The mosque 

construction, which again was founded 

by him, was completed and opened for 

service after his death. 

 “He was brave, compassionate, generous, 

right-minded, he was beautiful” is how his 

mother described him.

According to the Istanbul Forensic 

Institute and the UN Human Rights 

Council reports “(…) Fahri Yaldiz, a 42 

year-old- Turkish citizen received five 

bullet wounds, one to the chest, one to 

the left leg and three to the right leg. The 

chest wound was caused by a bullet that 

entered near the left nipple and hit the 

heart and lungs before exiting from the 

shoulder. This injury would have caused 

rapid death.”
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Furkan
Doğan

He was born on October 20th, 1991 in New 
York where his family was residing due to 
his father’s instructor position. In the year 
1993, he returned to Turkey with his family 
and setteled down in Kayseri. Furkan was 
a senior at the Private Hisarcıklıoğlu High 
School and the youngest of three siblings. 
On May 9th he had sat for the Exam for 
Foreign Students (YÖS). He wanted to go to 
medical school and become a doctor.
19 year-old- Furkan was at the top deck 
during the attack. He was trying to capture 
the the assault with his small camcorder. 
Israeli soldiers dragged the wounded 
Furkan, who had been shot with a real 
bullet, fell down and collapsed. According to 
eyewitness accounts his last words were: 
“My Lord, accept my martyrdom. My Lord, 
accept my martyrdom.”
According to the Istanbul Forensic Institute 
and the UN Human Right Council reports; 
“(…) Furkan Doğan, a 19-year-old with dual 
Turkish and United States citizenship, was 
on the central area of the top deck filming 

with a small video camera when he was 
first hit with live fire. It appears that he 
was lying on the deck in a conscious, or 
semi-conscious, state for some time. In total 
Furkan received five bullet wounds, to the 
face, head, back thorax, left leg and foot. All 
of the entry wounds were on the back of 
his body, except for the face wound which 
entered to the right of his nose. According 
to forensic analysis, the abrasion ring on 
the wound in his face indicates that the 
shot was delivered at point blank range. 
Furthermore, the trajectory of the wound, 
from bottom to top, together with a vital 
abrasion to the left shoulder that could 
be consistent with the bullet exit point, is 
compatible with the shot being received 
while he was lying on the ground on his 
back. The other wounds were not the 
result of firing in contact, near contact or 
close range, but it is not otherwise possible 
to determine the exact firing range. The 
wounds to the leg and foot were most likely 
received in a standing position.
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İbrahim
Bilgen

He was born in Batman, Turkey on March 
2nd, 1949. He was four when he lost his 
father. Having completed his middle 
school education in Elazığ, Bilgen got his 
undergraduate degree also in Elazığ, from 
the electronic engineering department of 
Fırat University. In 1980 he settled down 
in Siirt. He was interested not only in 
engineering works but in politics as well. He 
pioneered to organize the Welfare Party in 
Siirt in the 1980s. He established the first 
local television in the city, Selam TV. His 
wife was Mrs. Suna Bilgen and he was the 
father of six children whose names are Ayşe 
(1975), Fatma (1977), Yusuf (1978), Emine 
(1984), İsmail (1988), Zeynep Meryem 
(1996).
Having been part of the land convoy “Open 
Road to Gaza”, which brought relief supplies 
to Gaza in 2009, İbrahim Bilgen wanted 
to join the flotilla organization citing his 
professional help might be useful.
İbrahim Bilgen, a 60-year-old, according 

to the Istanbul Forensic Institute and the 
UN Human Rights Council reports “(…)was 
on the top deck and was one of the first 
passengers to be shot. He received a bullet 
wound to the chest, the trajectory of which 
was from above and not at close range. He 
had a further two bullet wounds to the right 
side of the back and right buttock, both back 
to front. These wounds would not have 
caused instant death, but he would have 
bled to death within a short time without 
medical attention. Forensic evidence 
shows that he was shot in the side of the 
head with a soft baton round at such close 
proximity and that an entire bean bag and 
its wadding penetrated the skull and lodged 
in the brain. He had a further bruise on the 
right flank consistent with another beanbag 
wound. The wounds are consistent with the 
deceased initially being shot from soldiers 
on board the helicopter above and receiving 
a further wound to the head while lying on 
the ground, already wounded.”
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Necdet
Yıldırım

He was born on August 15th 1978 in 
Istanbul, Turkey but he was originally 
from Malatya. He completed his first 
and secondary education in Istanbul. 
He started working in domestic aids 
department at the IHH Humanitarian 
Relief Foundation in 2005. Necdet 
Yıldırım was married to Mrs. Refika 
Yıldırım and the couple’s baby girl, 
Meleknur was born in 2008.
He was with the team which was 
in charge of tranporting, loading 
and supervising all the gifts sent by 
sponsored families for orphan children 
in Gaza and all the supplies that were 
necessary for the journey into the ship.

At the time of the attack, he was 
assigned duty at the entrance to the 
press room. According to eyewitness 
accounts, after seeing his colleague 
Cevdet Kılıçlar shot and carried on a 
stretcher, he rushed to the top deck to 
help the wounded.
According to the Istanbul Forensic 
Institute and the UN Human Right 
Council reports, Necdet Yildirim, a 
31-year-old, was shot twice in the 
thorax, once from the front and once 
from the back. The trajectory of both 
bullets was from top to bottom. He also 
received bruises consistent with plastic 
bullet impact.”
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Those at 
home and 
the tense 
suspense

Our web sites were repeatedly 

hacked. Again and again we 

checked the open pages. We 

hadn’t been affected too much from 

the first attacks but since we had 

been receiving hundreds of DOS 

attacks from all around the world on 

the evening of May 31st, it was almost 

impossible for us to access our web 

sites.

Abdülkadir Yılmaz 
(1983/Coordinator of IHH Web 
Department)

I was at the crisis desk when the assault 

happened. I experienced the moments of 

my life that I have felt the most difficult 

and the most helpless. In the evening, 

the news that Israeli vessels had began 

to harass the flotilla reached us. We were 

all waiting vigilantly. In the following 

hours, we began to have disruptions in 

the flow of picture we received from the 

ship. We knew that Israel had jammed 

our frequency and if the vision is lost 

that would mean that Israel had attacked 

our ships… Each time we lost the image, 

we were haunted by a sudden feeling of 

alarm but were feeling relieved again 

when a few minutes later the image 

came back. Meantime, the news of people 

gathering in front of the Israeli Consulate 

to support the flotilla and protest the 

Israeli attack had reached us. At 04.00 

hours, the images we received from the 

Mavi Marmara were completely cut off. 

We waited, hoping that they would come 

back a few minutes later but, they did 

not. All satellite phones through which 

we communicated with the ship and the 

internet access to the ship were jammed. 

These were the moments I felt most at loss 

in my life. I cannot in any way describe 

the feelings I had to endure those 45 

minutes when I saw that “No Signal” sign 

that had appeared on the blank screen.

At the end of those 45 minutes, there 

suddenly appeared an image on the 

screen. Israeli soldiers were embarking 

the ship from the helicopter. As these 

images were received from the ship, 

our friends gathered at the deck and 

were making comments. Then there 

was an interruption in the scene and 

we saw Israeli soldiers again as they 

were embarking. We were all frozen 

up. We couldn’t figure out what to do or 
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how to react, we could only watch the 

images. There was almost a death-like 

stillness in the room. After overcoming 

the initial shock, we began to watch the 

images closer and listen to the calls being 

made from the ship. The wounded, the 

number of dead, these were things we 

were trying to figure out. Images of the 

attack suddenly disappeared again. Then 

the security cameras started and began 

showing the saloons of the ship. We tried 

to figure out who was alive and who were 

the wounded from those images but then 

everything went blank again and our 

helpless suspense that was going to last 

one or two days began.

We communicated with the people who had 

gathered in the streets. I sent information 

to the press centres even though it was too 

early. If the crisis desk is needed, it was 

decided I would be in charge of contacting 

the press in case the connection with the 

ship is lost. For this reason, I had supplied 

all the press, Turkish and international, with 

my own phone numbers the minute ships 

set out. My phone began to ring in the early 

hours in the morning. And with the start 

of the first morning news bulletins, Israeli 

attack naturally dominated all the news 

agenda. All media institutions in Turkey 

were calling and asking for information. In 

the coming hours, our building was filled 

with journalists. All media outlets had 

sent live broadcasting vehicles to the IHH 

headquarters. We allotted the meeting room 

for the press and for the families of the 

ships’ participants. The press were almost 

on guard for 24 hours at our foundation.

Serkan Nergis
(1982/IHH Press Department)
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The time of the attack and afterwards 

were an utter state of shock for us. 

During those minutes in which long 

hours of tempo had already left us 

helpless and exhausted, it was hard 

not to know and what had happened 

to the flotilla participants and to wait 

helplessly. We were receiving news of 

people killed, wounded or lost. We didn’t 

know what had happened to what friend 

of ours and thus we were having an 

utter psychological war inside us. The 

conflicting numbers of wounded and 

dead, and the ever changing names of 

those were turning my state of feelings 

and mind upside down. After the names, 

which become certain with time and 

reached the center one by one, I heard 

the news of my friends with whom I had 

developed a special connection that they 

were martyred. 

Süleyman Kurt 
(1983/Coordinator of IHH 
Advertisement Department) 

Insofar as the Israeli interception of the flotilla 
was unlawful—and the Mission considers that it 
was unlawful—the use of force by the Israeli forces 
in seizing control of the Mavi Marmara and other 
vessels was also prima facie unlawful since there 
was no legal basis for the Israeli forces to conduct 
an assault and interception in international waters. 
Moreover, in undertaking these operations and 
regardless of the legality of the operation, the Israeli 
forces were obliged to do so in accordance with the 
law, including Israel’s international human rights 
obligations.

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 163), September 27, 2010
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I think, it was the evening of day one 

of the attack. The lists of the wounded 

and dead were not certain yet. I was 

following the news at our crisis desk 

in the evening. The management 

room was overwhelmed but our room 

was relatively quiet and thus those 

who needed to talk in private, were 

coming to our room. And a group with 

extremely worried faces entered the 

room. I could immediately gather that 

one of those was the father of one of 

the participants. The man couldn’t see 

his son’s name on the lists. He was 

worried because of rumors about some 

passengers having fallen into the sea 

and that is why they were lost. Those 

standing besides him were trying 

to offer words of encouragement by 

reminding that his son was an American 

citizen and the Israeli soldiers would 

not dare kill him and that he would 

probably be put on a plane heading for 

the U.S. and he would get good news 

of him a few hours later. They made 

some phone calls and left the room 

anxious but hopeful. I could grasp only 

days after that the worried father was 

Ahmet Doğan and that his son was 

one of those killed in the initial assault 

on the top deck. Many details of that 

period have now been blanked out of 

my memory; yet I can not forget that 

I had witnesses that moment without 

realizing what I was witnessing.

Amine Tuna Ertürk
(1985/IHH Department of Research 

and Publications)

It was pandemonium at the IHH offices. 

All my colleagues in the press room 

had embraced the incident from day 

one, trying to work in coordination. All 

corners of the foundation were occupied 

with live broadcasting vehicle. The 

number of people coming and leaving 

it was countless. There were those 

praying on one side while others were 

crying in another area. Everybody 

was asking about something and 

waiting for an answer. The TV screen 

had become the eyes and ears for 

everyone. Based on rumors that there 

were 50 deaths, we had recited Surah 

al-Fatiha for their souls. Faced with 

all these confusing news and reports, 

people began giving uncontrolled 

reactions. Helpless eyes were rushing 

to wherever the press directed 

them to. We formed a committee of 

volunteers to help the press. Yavuz 

Dede was holding two press briefings 

and was not declaring any information 

that was not confirmed. People were 

urged to ignore any information unless 

it came from the IHH or the Turkish 

Foreign Ministry. The Foundation 

workers were diligently answering 

phone calls and caring for the visitors. 

As the communication commission 

we drafted a protocol to supply 

accurate information to the press 

and strengthened the communication 

in order not to have any lapses. We 

directed all visitors downstairs. We 

allocated space and friends to help the 

foreign press. Many press members 

were trying to confirm the news about 

Cevdet Kılıçlar. But we denied it even 

though the possibility of it being true 

was very strong.

I remember going to the next building 

with Serkan Nergis from the IHH 

Press Department and sobbing there. 

Many of our friends were sobbing 

and crying secretly. The true picture 

of all the names came on day three 

and four. The coordination and press 

departments, despite all the heart-

wrenching news, were putting their 

best efforts and did an incredible job 

in the most difficult circumstances.

Nevzat Çiçek
(1977/Journalist-Writer/Istanbul, 
Turkey)
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International 
Reaction to 
the Attack

“This attack, with whatever reason it has 

been committed, is state terror, which is 

entirely against international law. This 

attack has again displayed openly and 

clearly that the present Israeli government 

does not seek peace in the region. These 

kinds of attitudes are not only threatening 

the peace of the region, they are not going 

to bring peace and stability to Israel’s own 

people. It should be known that we are not 

going to keep silent and indifferent against 

this inhumane state terrorism. Attempts 

by those Israeli partisan circles in the 

international media to manipulate even 

this inhuman incident are not going to be 

enough to fool peaceful peoples of the world 

including conscientious Israeli citizens.2

The same day, Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu convinced the UN Security 
Council to convene an extraordinary 
meeting. During the hours when the flotilla 
participants did know anything about the 
outside world, and when they had been 
taken captive for hours by the Israeli forces, 
Foreign Minister Davutoğlu was speaking 
to the world at the UN Security Council. 
The Israeli attack, which was defined as 
“state terror” by Erdoğan, was described by 
Davutoğlu as Turkey’s “9/11”3

2  Text of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s press conference at airport in 
Chile as he prepares to return to Turkey, http://www.basbakan-
lik.gov.tr/Forms/pDetay.aspx, (31.05.2010).

3  Ahmet Davutoğlu’s address to UN Security Council, http://
www.mfa.gov.tr/bakan-davutoglu_nunbirlesmis-milletler-
guvenlik-konseyi_nde-yaptigi-konusma-_31-mayis-2010.tr.mfa, 
(31.05.2010).

he attack and brutality perpetrated 
by Israel in international waters in 
the Mediterranean on the morning 
of May 31st sent shockwaves 

throughout the world. The fact that Israel 
dared to attack in this manner sparked a 
global outcry both from politicians as well as 
people from scores of countries. While people 
poured into the streets to express their 
abhorrence at such acts of brutality against 
innocent civilians whose only “crime” was 
sending humanitarian aid to the besieged 
people of Gaza, statements of government 
officials closely followed action on the streets 
and a strong condemnation of Israel. There 
were also calls for investigation into the 
unprovoked and illegal attack.1

As the humanitarian ships captured after 
Israel’s bloody assault were anchoring at 
the port of Ashdod, the Turkish Republic 
immediately took action. Prime Minister 
Recep Tayip Erdoğan cut short his visit 
to Chile where he was to have detailed 
discussions with Chilean officials. Israel was 
condemned in strong terms and the Israeli 
attack was denounced as “state terrorism” 
by Prime Minister Erdoğan in a press briefing 
held at the airport in Chile that was watched 
closely by the international community.

1  States’ reaction to Israel’s raid : Appx 1.

T
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Mr. President,

I appear before you today as a result of a very sad and tragic occasion 

where one state member of this august house has committed a serious 

crime in total disregard of all the values we have vowed to uphold since 

the establishment of the United Nations system.

I am distraught by the fact that the Israeli Defense Forces stormed a 

multinational, civilian endeavor carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza in 

international waters, 72 nautical miles off the coast to be exact, killing 

and wounding many civilians. This action was uncalled for. Israeli actions 

constitute a grave breach of international law.

In simplest terms, this is tantamount to banditry and piracy. It is murder 

conducted by a state. It has no excuses, no justification whatsoever. A 

nation state that follows this path has lost its legitimacy as a respectful 

member of the international community.

The multinational civilian flotilla composed of a few ships and a total 

of around 600 people from 32 countries, carrying humanitarian aid to 

the impoverished Gaza was unlawfully ambushed early today. The sole 

aim of this civilian mission was to provide much needed relief to the 

children of occupied Gaza who have been under illegal and inhumane 

Israeli blockade for years. The ships were hardly a threat to the State 

of Israel or any other state for that matter. Humanitarian aid was on 

its way to children who have been stripped of their opportunities to live 

as children and enjoy all the basic amenities that your and our children 

take for granted. These children do not know where their next meal is 

coming from. They either have no shelter or live in extremely deprived 

conditions. They receive no education; they have no future where they 

can contribute to a peaceful and stable Palestine and region.

Mr. President,

The ships carry amenities and facilities such as playgrounds that would 

remind the children of their childhoods. They carry very basic needs like 

cancer medication and milk powder to enhance child growth and health 

in the absence of milk proper. The international community has been a 

witness to this humanitarian tragedy for years, failing to act. And today 

this is where we are. Today we have observed through live coverage an 

act of barbarism where provision of humanitarian aid has been punished 

through aggression in high seas, 72 miles from international waters.. 

Today many humanitarian aid workers go back in bodybags. And Israel 

has blood on its hands. This is not off the coast of Somalia or in the 

archipelagos of the Far East where piracy is still a phenomenon. This is 

the Mediterranean where such acts are not the norm. This is where we 

need common sense. This is where civilization has emerged and flourished 

and where the Abrahamic religions took root. These are religions that 

preach peace and teach us to extend our hands when others are in need.

The use of force was not only inappropriate, but also disproportionate. 

International law dictates that even in wartime, civilians are not to 

be attacked or harmed. The doctrine of self-defense does not in any 

way justify the actions taken by the Israeli forces. High-seas freedoms 

constitute one of the most basic rights under international law of the 

sea, including customary international law. Freedom of navigation is 

one of the oldest forms of international norms, dating back centuries. 

No vessel can be stopped or boarded without the consent of the captain 

or the flag state. The law permitting such action in exceptional cases 

is clearly stated. Furthermore, any suspected violation of law on the 

part of the vessel and its crew on the high seas does not absolve the 

intervening state of its duties and responsibilities under applicable 

international law. To treat humanitarian aid delivery as a hostile 

act and to treat the aid workers as combatants is a reflection of a 

dangerous state of mind, with detrimental effects to regional and 

global peace. Therefore, the Israeli actions cannot be deemed legal or 

legitimate. Any attempt to legitimize the attack is futile.

Mr. President,

This unacceptable action was perpetrated by those who in the past had 

taken advantage of ships carrying refugees and those escaping one of the 

worst tragedies of the last century. They should be more aware than most 

The Speech of Ahmet Davutoğlu, The Foreign Minister of 
Turkey, in the Extraordinary Session of UN Security Council

New York, May 31, 2010
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of the importance of humanitarian assistance, of the dangers 

and inhumanity of ghettos as the one we currently witness in 

occupied Gaza.

I am proud to be representing a nation that in the past has 

helped those in need and escaping extermination.

After the act of aggression, I have heard official statements 

claiming that the civilians on the ships were members of a 

radical Islamist group. It saddens me to see that officials of a 

state stoop so low as to lie and struggle to create pretexts that 

would legitimize their illegal actions. However, the flotilla consists 

of citizens of 32 countries. All of them civilians, representing 

many faiths; Christianity, Islam, Judaism and people from all 

creeds and backgrounds. It represents the conscience of the 

international community.  It is a model of the United Nations. 

Therefore, this was an attack on the United Nations and its 

values. The international system has suffered a sharp blow and 

now it is our responsibility to rectify this and prove that common 

sense and respect to international law prevails. We must be able 

to show that use of force is not an option unless clearly stated 

in law. We must uphold our commitments and punish those who 

are in contradiction. The system must be set right. Otherwise the 

trust of the people in the system, in their leaders, in us will be 

demolished.

No state is above the law. Israel must be prepared to face the 

consequences and be held accountable for its crimes.

Under the conditions, any slim chance that existed regarding 

peace and stability in the region has suffered a serious setback. 

The processes in place have been suffocated by this one single 

act. It seems as if Israel has gone the extra mile in order to 

negate any positive developments and hopes for the future. They 

have become advocates of aggression and use of force.

In view of all these, today, I call on the people of Israel to 

express their dismay regarding this wrong doing. They must 

not allow another blatant action to once again present Israel as 

an aggressor. They must take steps to reinstate their status as 

a credible partner and responsible member of the international 

community.

Turkey would like to see that the Security Council strongly reacts 

and adopts a Presidential Statement today strongly condemning 

this Israeli act of aggression, demanding an urgent inquiry into 

the incident and calling for the punishment of all responsible 

authorities and persons. I call on this Council to step up and do 

what is expected of it.

We hereby expect for the following to be included in the decision.

- Israel must apologize to the international community and to the 

families of those who have been killed and wounded in the attack.

- An urgent inquiry must be undertaken.

- Appropriate international legal action must immediately be 

taken against the authorities responsible for and perpetrators of 

this aggression.

- A severe sense of disappointment and warning must be 

issued by the United Nations. Israel must be urged to abide by 

international law and basic human rights.

- The countries concerned must be allowed to retrieve their 

deceased and wounded immediately.

- The ships must be expressly released and allowed to deliver the 

humanitarian assistance to its destination.

- The families of the deceased, wounded, NGOs and shipping 

companies concerned must be compensated to the full extent.

- The blockade of Gaza must be ended immediately and all 

humanitarian assistance must be allowed in.

- Gaza must be made an example by swiftly developing it, to 

make it a region of peace. The international community must be 

invited to contribute.

Mr. President,

This is a black day in the history of humanity where the distance 

between terrorists and states has been blurred. Anyone that 

stands in the way of reestablishing dignity and respect of the 

international world order will have to answer to the world public 

opinion.

It is incumbent upon us to show that all states are bound by 

international law and human values. Turkey is prepared to 

shoulder its responsibility in this regard. I am sure that this is 

our common goal.

In ending, I salute all humanitarian workers who endeavor to 

provide relief. They are the people in the front lines. I present my 

condolences to the families of those who gave their lives in this 

pursuit whatever their background, their religion or ethnicity. I 

share their grief.

According to our Abrahamic tradition and my belief, killing one 

human being is killing humanity as a whole. Yesterday humanity 

drowned in the international waters of the Mediterranean.

Thank you.
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Innocent civilians were murdered and the 

murderer was Israel.

The same day Davutoğlu set forth Turkey’s 

final opinion very clearly by stating to 

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak and U.S. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton that “If our 

citizens are not released in 24 hours, we will 

completely review our relations with Israel”4.

The statements of Prime Minister Erdoğan 

and Foreign Minister Davutoğlu were the 

first signals that the nature of Turkish-Israeli 

relations was to change. In fact, following 

those statements Turkey’s ambassador to 

Israel was recalled, the three joint military 

exercises on the agenda were cancelled; 

football games between Turkish Junior 

4 Diplomatic hustle and bustle that forced Israel to take a step 
back, http://www.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25102288/, (02.06.2010).

Football Team and Israel were cancelled; and 

NATO, Islamic Conference Organization, Arab 

League and the European Union were asked to 

immediately convene and take action.5

As statements by Turkish Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister were closely followed 
by the entire international public the official 
channels of other nations, too, sent messages 
of condemnation against Israel. The attack 
broadcast live to the entire world stirred strong 
reaction without leaving any doubt in the 
minds of people, civilians and governments. 
After the attack, three days of mourning was 
declared in Palestine. All the nations sent a 
similar message: “End the embargo imposed 
upon Gaza”, “Let an international commission 
to judge Israeli attack!” By global consensus, 

5  Full text of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s address to AK Party TBMM 
Parliamentary Group, http://www.basbakanlik.gov.tr/Forms/
pNews.aspx?NewsType=5, (01.06.2010).

the Israeli attack was categorized as a 
crime against humanity and violation of 
international law.6 Messages of condemnation 
at the presidency and foreign ministry levels 
arrived one after the other.

The escalating reaction against Israel that 
has made a habit of going against established 
practises of international law, against UN 
Security Council resolutions to end the siege of 
Gaza indicated that action beyond mere words 
was necessary. Both the individual nations as 
well as organizations of those nations that 
are member of such bodies as the UN, the 
European Union, African Union, Arab League, 
Islamic Conference Organization, and other 
NGOs like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International expressed condemnation of the 
attack. They called for inquiry by an impartial 
commission and demanded an end to the 
siege imposed on Gaza.7

The attack that caused Israel to stand 
against its own official statements and 
civil society also affected the sustainability 
of international relations. In addition to 
the condemnations issued by scores of 
nations, countries like Turkey, Nicaragua, 
Brazil, Ecuador, and the Republic of South 
African took steps that were going to 
change their relations with Israel in long 
term. The Republic of South Africa, Ecuador 
and Brazil recalled their ambassadors as did 
Turkey. Nicaragua, announced that it was 

6  The attack that is regarded as breach of international law in 
hot conflict was officially described as in violation of internati-
onal humanitarian law by UN with a report dated 27 September 
2010: “Israel has seriously violated international law and 
international humanitarian law.” 
UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-finding 
Mission (Article 264), September 2011. 

7  For statements by international bodies regarding Israeli attack 
see: Appx 2.

football games between Turkish Junior to judge Israeli attack!” By global consensus, 

Turkey. Nicaragua, announced that it was 
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suspending all diplomatic relations with Israel. 
Greece cancelled air exercises codenamed 
“Minoas 2010” with Israel.8

The time after the Mavi Marmara attack was 
one of those periods when the most comprehensive 
reactions were displayed against Israel since its 
siege of Palestine. This was a global reaction with 
which peoples of different races, and civilizations, 
official and civilian institutions agreed. The 
existence of Israel and the legitimacy of its activities 
against Palestinian presence were questioned 
by peoples of world. According to Richard Falk, 
the Lebanon War (2006), Operation Cast Lead 
(December 2008-January 2009) and attack on 
the Freedom Flotilla were steps through which 
Israel lost its war for legitimacy.9 Since then public 
opinion has overwhelmingly stood by the idea that 
Israel engaged in an act of state terrorism.10

The backlash against the attack was isolating 
Israel and was even up against its allies or nations 
that it had established good relations with.

Even Israeli intellectuals denounced the attack. 
They warned about a more isolated Israel.11 
People residing in countries that are allied to 
Israel also took to the streets;12 the opinion that 

8 See: Appx 1.

9  Richard Falk, “Crimes, lies and mistakes…”, Zaman, http://
www.zaman.com.tr/haber.do?haberno=991564&title=yorum
prof-dr-richard-falk-suclar-yalanlar-ve-hatalar&haberSayfa=1, 
(04.06.2010).

10  Turkey-based communist Cengiz Çandar was also describing 
Israel as a “rogue state”: “The term ‘rogue state’ that was once 
used by the American administration to describe certain Arab 
and Islamic countries is quite valid for Israel today. What adjective 
other than ‘rogue state’ best defines a state that attacked at 0430 
a flotilla carrying humanitarian relief to Gaza in ‘international wa-
ters.’? See: Cengiz Çandar, “Rogue state Israel should be punished” 
Radikal, 01.06.2010.

11  “Israel becoming a new Jewish ghetto”, Radikal, http://www.
radikal.com.tr/Radikal.aspx?aType=RadikalHaberDetayV3&Date=
13.06.2010&ArticleID=1002255, (13.06.2010).

12  “Triangle groups protest Israel’s attack on aid flotilla”, http://
www.indyweek.com/triangulator/archives/2010/06/03/
trianglegroups-protest-israels-attack-on-aid-flotilla-in-durham-
today-5-7-pm-friday-in-raleigh, (03.06.2010).

Israel was turning into a “strategic burden” 

was now on the agenda of its most important 

ally, the USA13

The Mavi Marmara attack presented historic 

testimony as to who really stands for justice, 

fairness and peace. As a matter of fact, the 

USA has not only refrained from officially 

condemning the Israeli attack but it has also 

opted for silence when faced with Furkan’s 

murder, who was barely nineteen and an 

American citizen.14 The US was the only 

country that showed the courage (!) to stand 

behind the tragicomic Turkel report, which 

approved the massacre.

Hosni Mubarak, the now ousted President 

of Egypt, a country that borders Gaza,15 had 

not shown any reaction against the Israeli 

attack on the day he attended the Africa-

France Summit when he was ruling the 

country as president. Egypt, that was actively 

participating in enforcing the Israeli-imposed 

embargo against Gaza, had to open the Rafah 

Border crossing, even if on a limited basis  due 

to increased international pressure.16

13 John J. Mearsheimer, “Sinking Ship”, (01.08.2010), http://www.
amconmag.com/article/2010/aug/01/00010/; For reaction of 
governments, peoples, NGOs, corporations, Muslim and Jewish 
institutions, institutions in Palestine and occupied territories, 
artists, consumers, and various organizations to the Israeli attack 
on 31 May see: “Global actions to end Israel’s occupation”, http://
www.interfaithpeaceinitiative.com/globalactions.pdf, July 2010.

14  “USA remained indifferent to its citizen Furkan Doğan”, 
http://yenisafak.com.tr/Gundem/?i=285184, (27.10.2010). 
Egyptian thinker Fehmi Huveydi was asking the following 
question after the attack: “Is it possible that Israel committed this 
ugly crime in international waters without approval and green 
light from the USA? See: “Some questions needing answering”, 
http://www.dunyabulteni.net/?aType=yazarHaber&Article
ID=13662, (16.06.2010).

15 Hosni Mubarak was forced following the 18-day popular 
protests to hand over all his powers to the military and step 
down on 11 February 2011 after 30 years of dictatorship.

16   “Egypt opened Rafah border”, http://www.milliyet.
com.tr/misir-refah-kapisi-ni-acti/dunya/haberdetay-
arsiv/02.06.2010/1245530/default.htm?ver=07, (03.06.2010).

 Peoples of the world were one heart, 
one voice
Even during its organizational phase, “Gaza 
Freedom Flotilla” had sailed with the wind of 
support that was shown by a wide margin of the 
public. Promotional work was already underway in 
all the participating countries of the flotilla, which 
carried people of 37 different nations. Vessels 
comprising the humanitarian relief flotilla were 
bid farewell at various stops in Istanbul, Athens, 
Antalya, and San Francisco. From the first moment, 
the Mavi Marmara, the passenger ship of the flotilla 
was on air via satellite. From Venezuela to the 
Philippines, the entire world was watching this 
journey. The course of the flotilla was traced step 
by step through live broadcasts both on the Internet 
and on television. Therefore, the people who heard 
the news of the Israeli attack began to come out 
into the streets on the evening of May 30th. 

For instance in Turkey, where a majority of the 
flotilla participants came from, people of Istanbul 
began to gather in front of the Israeli Embassy 
at Levant. In order to prevent Israel, which was 
harassing the vessels, to intercept the flotilla and 
make the international public know what was 
going on, people from different quarters of Istanbul 
and Anatolia set (not clear what you are trying to 
say) in crowds for the Israeli Embassies.17

Hundreds, who had come to Levent, the quarter 
of Istanbul, in the evening of May 30th spent the 
night in front of the embassy. When the Israeli 
navy attacked the flotilla, tens of thousands filled 
in the squares in Taksim and Levant. Taksim hosted 
the biggest and the most mixed community of 
Turkish history. People from all walks of life and 
of all ages gathered in Taksim to condemn Israel.

17   “Demonstration in front of the Israeli Consulate“, http://yeni-
safak.com.tr/gundem/?t=30.05.2010&i=260117, (30.05.2010).
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İzmir, Kahramanmaraş, Kayseri, Malatya, 
Mersin, Sakarya, Siirt, Sivas, Şanlıurfa, Tokat, 
Trabzon, Uşak ve Yozgat were overflowed with 
thousands of people decrying the Israeli attack. 
People offered funeral prayers for the martyrs 
in absentia and prayed for the surviving flotilla 
participants to return safe and alive.18

Immediately after the attack, just like people 
Turkey, many in different parts of the world 
also took to the streets. The same voice was 
heard in Casablanca, Lahore, Sao Paola, Hong 
Kong, Shah Alam, Sancak, London, New York, 
Dakar, Madrid and definitely in Gaza. The TV 
screens were locked on the same images. 
Protests were held against Israel in almost 
all the countries from North to South. People 
were flocking to the doors of Israeli Consulates, 
carrying placards against the attack and 
demanding the lifting of the embargo imposed 
on Gaza.19 Israeli siege and its attack against 
the flotilla were protested even inside Israel.20 
Israeli citizens who protested against the attack 
also got their share of Israeli aggressiveness. 
Emily Henochowicz, a 21-year-old American 
Jewish citizen, lost her eye in late May 2010, 
when she was struck by a tear gas grenade 
at a West Bank checkpoint during a peaceful 
protest following the Israeli attack on the 
Freedom Flotilla aid convoy.21

18  “Tens of thousands marched in Taksim Square”, http://
www.haber7.com/haber/20100531/Onbinlerce-insan-Taksim-
Meydanindaydi.php, (31.05.2010).

19  For photo gallery featuring protest rallies in many countries 
from Hong Kong to Zurich and Dakar see: http://www.
freedomflotillafacts.com/tr/foto-galeri.

20  For article and photographs on the protest in Israel see: 
“Jerusalem against Israeli Attack of Freedom Flotilla”, http://
www.alternativenews.org/english/index.php/topics/
news/2633-protest-demonstrations-in-tel-aviv-jerusalem-
against-israeliattack-of-freedom-flotilla-, (01.06.2010).

21  Robert McCartey, (check spellings) “U.S. student pays devastating 
physical price to protest Israel’s actions”, The Washington 
Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2010/06/09/AR2010060906126.html, (10.06.2010).

Arrangements to send the bodies of martyrs, 
the wounded and volunteer humanitarian aid 
workers detained in Israel, to their homelands, 
were also watched by the world. Thousands 
of people participated in mass funeral prayers, 
which were both performed immediately 
after their arrival in Istanbul and in their 
own countries. The funeral prayers were 
broadcast live on television. People in Malaysia, 
Palestine, Yemen, and Lebanon22 gathered to 
offer funeral prayers in absentia for those 
murdered by the Israelis in cold blood. The cry 
of the people, who had already condemned 
Israel for its brutal attack, rose higher still when 
full details of the attack emerged especially 
during and after the funeral prayers for those 
killed. Israeli attack and siege on Gaza were 
strongly condemned23. The necessity of lifting 
the unlawful embargo imposed upon Gaza was 
stressed.24 One of the reactions against Israel’s 
attack was that new vessels bound for Gaza set 
out from countries like Libya and Lebanon.25

Reaction against Israel at different levels kept 
emerging. For instance, the Swedish Dock 
Workers Union, which has a remarkable role 
in Sweden’s export trade didn’t allow cargo 
Israeli vessels for one week and did load any 
goods on vessels bound for Israel.26

22   “Thousands paid homage to 9 Turkish activists”, http://
www.habervakti.com/news_details?id=28633, (06.06.2010).

23   The Israeli attack on Gaza Freedom Flotilla was condemned 
in a press conference held in Istanbul after flotilla participants 
returned to Turkey. 10.06.2010.  See: Appx 3.

24   “Gaza flotilla attack: Turks killed by Israeli soldiers given 
heroes’ funeral”, http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/
jun/03/gaza-flotilla-attack-turkey-funeral, (04.06.2010).

25   “Libya boat heading straight to Gaza”, http://www.libyatr.
com/libya-gemisi-dogrudan-gazzeye-gidiyor.htm, (12.07.2010); 
“Aid ship from Lebanon to Gaza”, http://www.trt.net.tr/haber/
HaberDetay.aspx?HaberKodu=4eaf00fa-ec26-4f83-a3eb-
3d3915d2e3da, (20.08.2010).

26  “Swedish dockworkers boycott Israel”, http://english.
aljazeera.net/news/europe/2010/06/2010623114558557329.
html, (23.06.2010).

People flocked in front of the Israeli Consulate 

at Levent. Just in two hours, streets and 

avenues were filled with thousands of young 

and old, men and women carrying Palestinian 

flags and placards. Taksim Square during the 

daytime, and Israel Consulate in the evenings 

turned into centres where Turkey made her 

backlash against Israel known and to reach 

the world. Simultaneously demonstrations 

were being held in London, Washington, 

Ottawa, Toronto, Berlin, Sarajevo, Kuala 

Lumpur, Jakarta and many other capitals and 

cities around the world against Israel’s attack.

The world was able to follow the fate of the 

flotilla as far as Israel would let the world 

know.  The first to return back to Turkey was 

baby Türker and his mother Nilüfer Çetin, both 

passengers on the Mavi Marmara. During 

the press conference, the eyewitness Nilüfer 

Çetin stated that there were fatalities but 

they were not sure about the number of dead 

and wounded. These conditions indicated that 

passengers of the ship were unaware of each 

other’s situation and the big picture would 

emerge only after all the passengers returned. 

The crisis desk and the call center at IHH 

Humanitarian Relief, Turkey organizer of 

the flotilla, worked round the clock to provide 

communication and information during and 

after the attack. The call center, whick kept 

informing hundreds of its volunteers and 

particularly families of the flotilla participants, 

was flooded by inquiries from the press and 

family members of the flotilla participants. 

The headquarters of the foundation overflowed 

with members of the press, politicians, various 

NGO representatives, family members of 

the martyrs and the wounded and with the 

volunteers of IHH.

Ayşe Olgun
(1981/IHH Orphan Cares Department)

Like thousands in Istanbul, the people in 
Anatolia also took to the streets. Squares in 
the cities of Adana, Alanya, Antalya, Batman, 
Bolu, Burdur, Çorum, Denizli, Diyarbakır, 
Düzce, Erzurum, Gaziantep, Gümüşhane, 
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The Israeli attack was condemned by millions of 
people representing different faiths, languages 
and cultures since the very moment it was 
launched. Peaceful street demonstrations in the 
early days of June 2010 were then reflected 
in the activities of social organizations, and 
the scientific and artistic works of concerned 
individuals at various forums.

This global backlash that Israel encountered 
left the Zionist authorities with no choice but 
to conduct an internal investigation, even 
though it was mere  window dressing. Israel 
established a commission within this framework 
to investigate all the involved authorities and 
officers. Although the commission and the 
report it drafted served mainly Israeli interests, 
the fact that this commission was established 
and Israel was left with no choice but to give an 
account of its actions showed the gravity of the 
international backlash against the attack.

Israel’s attack was investigated by a commission 
established by the UN Human Right Council 
through face-to-face interviews with hundreds 
of flotilla passengers and the findings were 
drafted in an official report. The report concluded 
that a series of violations of international law, 
including international humanitarian and human 
rights law, were committed.27

The Mavi Marmara became a symbol for those 
on the side of peace and justice and who are able 
to come together against injustice no matter 
where they live on earth. And the microcosm 
of humanity that gathered on board the Mavi 
Marmara showed the importance of non-
governmental actors in fighting against injustices 
rooted in the global system. The Mavi Marmara 
became a symbol of hope for all the people that 
seek justice anywhere in the world.

27   For UN Human Rights Council Report of International Fact-
finding Mission see: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/
hrcouncil/docs/15session/A.HRC.15.21_en.pdf.

The fact-finding mission conducted 
interviews with more than 100 

witnesses in Geneva, London, 
Istanbul and Amman. On the 

basis of this testimony and other 
information received, the Mission 

was able to reconstruct a picture of 
the circumstances surrounding the 

interception on 31 May 2010 and its 
aftermath. The report presents a factual 

description of the events leading up 
to the interception, the interception of 

each of the six ships in the flotilla as 
well as a seventh ship subsequently 

intercepted on 6 June 2010, the deaths of 
nine passengers and wounding of many 
others and the detention of passengers 

in Israel and their deportation.
(...)

The fact-finding mission concluded that 
a series of violations of international law, 
including international humanitarian and 

human rights law, were committed by 
the Israeli forces during the interception 

of the flotilla and during the detention of 
passengers in Israel prior to deportation.

UN Human Rights Council Report of 
International Fact-Finding Mission (Summary) 

September 27, 2010

And at the port in Gaza where the flotilla was 
expected to arrive, the people had waited 
anxiously. They watched every little detail 
about the flotilla’s progress and had prepared 
to host their guests by decorating their streets 
as if they were going to have a festival. When 
they learned of the attack, the people in Gaza 
took to the streets on the morning of May 31st.

The citizens were prepared to sit all night in the 
streets on May 31st. They held their breath in 
anticipation. Officers in charge of port facilities 
kept their headphones on with phones ready 
in hand. But on the morning of May 31st, the 
Palestinians couldn’t believe what they heard and 
saw on television. This time Israeli aggression 
was directed against international civilians 
onboard the aid flotilla whose only ‘crime’ was 
that they intended to bring humanitarian aid to 
the oppressed people of Gaza. Life in the besieged 
strip had come to a standstill. The crowds were 
gathering around any means of communication, 
radio, television or any other means, to get 
news about the martyrs. The entire official as 
well as civilian workforce in Gaza came out in 
the streets to express their outrage at another 
Israeli barbarity and to learn more about what 
was going on. Immediately, the demonstration, 
which spread through the streets, began.
Tens of thousands reached the port of Gaza to the 
location that had been designated as the welcome 
point for the fleet. Starting with the prime 
minister and other government ministers, all 
high level state representatives and politicians of 
some political parties and administrators offered 
their condolences to the IHH and the Palestinian 
people. Representatives of NGOs operating in 
Gaza, government officials and even independent 
bodies held press conferences to condemn the 
barbaric Israeli attack. For three days, guests 
came to offer condolences at specially erected  
tents. These demonstrations did not satisfy the 
people of Palestine. Meetings regarding the attack 
were organized by the government and NGOs 
and held at mosques, institutes, universities and 
schools. Two monuments were built in memory 
of the martyrs, one at the port of Gaza and the 
other within the city. A street was named after 
the Freedom Flotilla. The entire population of 
Gaza was in desperate need of the supplies that 
were to be brought by the flotilla. Even more 
importantly, they were in need of the hope the 

flotilla was bringing.
Mehmet Kaya
(1960/IHH Gaza Contact Office)
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Germany: Foreign Minister Guido Westerwell stated that he “was deeply concerned about the 
events in the waters off Gaza ... These are disconcerting initial reports.” He said the foreign ministry 
was working to establish the full facts of what happened and a comprehensive, transparent and non-
partisan international investigation into the attack was necessary.1

Argentine: The Argentine government condemned the Israeli attack against the Freedom Flotilla 
in international waters. “The Republic of Argentina deeply regrets the loss of lives in this event and 
makes a call for carrying out a complete and exhaustive investigation on the event,” the Argentine 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement. The ministry made a “strong call for immediately stopping the 
violent events, which worsen the situation in the Middle East and lifting the embargo against the people 
in Gaza, allowing the free circulation of people and the entrance of humanitarian aid to the region.” 2

Australia: Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said: “The Australian Government condemns any use of 
violence under the sorts of circumstances that we have seen,’’ Mr Rudd reiterated his Government’s 
call for Israel to undertake an immediate and independent inquiry into the incident and provide the 
results to the UN Security Council. 3

Austria: Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger: “Israeli attack is inhuman and dreadful. 
This inhuman attack must be cleared out urgently and without leaving any doubts”. 4

Bahrain: Bahrain strongly condemned the attack by Israeli forces on an international Gaza aid 
flotilla calling it “a barbaric attack.” “The use of force by the Israeli army against civilians, including 
women, children and elderly people, who came from several countries to transport humanitarian 
aid to the besieged people in Gaza is condemned and unacceptable, and it runs counter to the basic 
laws and norms that regulate the operations in the international waters.”. 5

Bangladesh: The Bangladeshi government called for collective international action to end the siege 
immediately, and to allow the people of Palestine to return to normal life. 6

Belgium: Belgium Foreign Minister Steven Vanackere said that “Israeli raid showed a disproportionate 
use of force. There is the recourse to violence that is in itself a totally regrettable fact”. 7

United Arab Emirates: The UAE Foreign Affairs Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahayan 
called for the UN General Secretary Ban Ki-moon to open a UN investigation into the incident. 8

1 http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2010/05/20105316216182630.html#germany.

2 http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90852/7006899.html.

3  http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/world/israel-condemned-as-anger-grows-over-flotilla-raid/storye-
6frev00-1225873792973.

4 http://www.bka.gv.at/site/infodate__07.06.2010/6892/default.aspx.

5 http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaperdaily-english-online/International/31-ay-2010/Israelicom-
mandos-reportedly-storm-ships-carrying-aid-to-Gaza/1.

6 http://english.cri.cn/6966/2010/06/01/1461s573834.htm.

7 http://www.caspianweekly.org/main-subjects/caucasus/1987-repercussions-of-the-israeli-attack-on-the-worldpress-.html.

8 http://www.q8nri.com/home/2010/06/01/world-shockedoutraged-at-israel-after-freedom-flotilla-deadly-attack/.
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Brazil: Brazil recalled its ambassador from Tel Aviv. Brazil’s Foreign Minister Celso Amorim said: 
“We couldn’t be more shocked at the face of such incident. We are expecting the UN to take action; 
because this incident will leave deep scars. We are hoping the UN to take precautions and Israel to 
obey to what has been asked of it to do.”9

China: Ma Zhaoxu, the Foreign Ministry Speaker: “We were shocked by the Israeli naval attack 
on the Turkish flotilla carrying humanitarian goods to Gaza which led to severe casualties and 
condemn it. We support a quick response by the Security Council.”10

Danmark: Danish Minister Lene Espersen condemned excessive use of force by Israel. Israel’s 
ambassador to Copenhagen was summoned to the ministry immediately after the attack.11

Ecuador: Ecuador recal led its ambassador to the country following the attack.12

Indonesia: The Foreign Ministry said in a written statement that “The Israeli action against the 
Mavi Marmara”, was illegal as it took place in international waters. The Indonesian government 
would cooperate with the international community to ensure that Israel was held accountable for 
its actions in accordance with international law.13

Morocco: Foreign Minister Taieb Fassi Fihri stated that “the Kingdom of Morocco strongly 
denounces the disgraceful attack of Israel against the humanitarian convoy en route to Gaza.”14

Palestine: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas announced three days of mourning in Palestine.  
Palestinian administration urged the UN Security Council to convene an urgent meeting. The head 
of Hamas government, Ismail Heniyye labelled Israeli interception of the ships as a “cruel attack”. 
In a press statement, Heniyye urged the UN to take action and said: “ We are calling out to the UN to 
assume its responsibilities of protecting the solidarity groups on board the ships and providing their 
safe transportation to Gaza.” After Israel’s attack on the humanitarian ships bound for Gaza, Hamas 
issued a call for all Arabs and Muslims to rise-up in front of Israeli Embassies.15

France: French President Nicolas Sarkozy “condemned the disproportionate use of force and sent 
his condolences to the families of the victims,” the Elysee palace said in a statement.  “All light must 
be shed on the circumstances of this tragedy which underlines how urgent it is to re-launch the 
peace process.”16

Guyana: Guyanese Foreign Minister Carolyn Rodrigues Birkett: “We agree with the international 
community and condemn Israeli attack. The embargo upon Gaza must be lifted.”17

9 http://www.cnnturk.com/2010/dunya/06/01/dunya.liderlerinden.İsraile.kinama.mesajlari/578411.0/index.html.

10 http://english.aljazeera.net/news/middleeast/2010/05/20105316216182630.html#germany.

11 http://politiken.dk/politik/article983529.ece.

12 http://www.jpost.com/Headlines/Article.aspx?id=177355.

13  http://www.antaranews.com/en/news/1275311949/indonesia-condemns-israeli-attack.

14  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactions_to_the_Gaza_flotilla_raid.

15 http://www.sde.org.tr/tr/haberler/1084/İsrail-saldirisi-dunya-basininda.aspx.

16  http://edition.presstv.ir/detail/128516.html.

17 http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/06/04/gov%E2%80%99t-condemns-israeli-raid-on-gaza-aidflotilla/.
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Republic of South Africa: Republic of South Africa has decided to recall back its ambassador to Israel. 
South Africa International Relations Deputy Minister Ebrahim Ismail Ebrahim said in his statement: 
“We recalled our ambassador back to show that we strongly condemn the attack. This last attack Israel 
committed against the humanitarian relief flotilla has seriously damaged the efforts to find a lasting 
solution for the problems of the region.”18

South Korea: South Korea announced on Sunday that it would downgrade the status of President 
Shimon Peres’ planned trip to Seoul, due to international pressure in the wake of Israel’s deadly raid 
on a humanitarian aid convoy bound for the Gaza Strip last week. 19

Holland: The Foreign Minister Maxime Verhagen: “I am shocked that so many people died. We demand 
an open investigation, which could display out how the incident occurred.20

India: Ministry of Foreign Affairs: “India deplores the tragic loss of life and the reports of killings 
and injuries to people on the boats carrying supplies for Gaza. There can be no justification for such 
indiscriminate use of force, which we condemn.” 21

United Kingdom: Prime Minister David Cameron defined the attack against the ships as “completely 
unacceptable” and said: “We should do everything we can through the UN, where resolution 1860 is 
absolutely clear about the need to end the blockade and to open up Gaza.” Moments later Foreign 
Secretary William Hague issued a statement on the killing of several civilians in the Israeli-led raid. 
Hague said he deplored the loss of life during the interception of the Gaza Flotilla and called out for 
open access to Gaza saying “There is a clear need for Israel to act with restraint and in line with 
international obligations...” On the other side,  Tony Blair, Representative of the Middle East Quartet 
expressed “deep regret and shock at the tragic loss of life” on board the humanitarian flotilla and 
demanded “a full investigation into what has happened.”22

Iran: Iranian Parliament National Security and Foreign Politics Commission condemned the attack in 
strong language. “The biggest threat to world’s peace and security is Zionist Israel regime. The Zionist 
regime is committing war crimes” said the statement, and the İslamic Conference Organization, UN 
Security Council and international community was urged to take action. 23

Ireland: Foreign Minister Michael Martin: “We are extremely worried about Israeli assault against 
a flotilla with a humanitarian mission. This kind of action is unacceptable.”24

Scotland: Scottish government: “We condemn Israel. The embargo upon Gaza must be immediately 
lifted.”25

Spain: Spanish Secretary of State Diego Lopez Garrido: “Spain unequivocally condemns the Israeli 
attack on the humanitarian flotilla and it does so as a country and as the acting president of the EU 
Council. Spain has summoned the Israeli ambassador to ask him for an explanation of the attack.26

Sweden: Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said the Israeli raid on the Gaza-bound aid flotilla that 
killed 9 people was an international diplomatic crisis. He said Israeli state was the perpetrator of this 
act and it was responsible, adding that the Israeli people could not be held responsible. Bildt said EU 
countries clearly condemned the attack from the very beginning.27

18  http://www.haberler.gen.al/2010-06-03/guney-afrika-İsrail-buyukelcisini-geri-cagiriyor/.

19  http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/south-korea-lowersstatus-of-peres-visit-in-wake-of-gazaflo-
tilla-raid-1.294523.

20  http://www.bugun.com.tr/haber-detay/104100-dunya-ayakta-o-haric-haberi.aspx.

21  http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/india-news/indiacondemns-israeli-attack-on-pro-palestinian-
peaceactivists_100372987.html.

22  http://www.the.org.tr/2010/05/31/melun-İsrail-sivillere-saldirdi-19-olu/.

23  http://www.sde.org.tr/tr/haberler/1084/İsrail-saldirisi-dunya-basininda.aspx.

24  http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2010/0531/breaking21.html.

25  http://www.juancole.com/2010/06/tel-aviv-protests-against-gaza-blockade-wave-ofprotests-govt-condemnation.html.

26 http://www.haberturk.com/dunya/haber/519211-dunyadan-İsraile-sert-tepkiler. 

27 http://www.worldbulletin.net/news_detail.php?id=59477.
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Iceland: Iceland’s Foreign Minister Össur Skarphéðinsson denounced Israel’s assault and said: “Gaza 
is a giant prison where international law has been violated and this must be stopped.”28

Italy: The Foreign Minister Franco Frattini said: “I absolutely deplore... the killing of civilians…
an investigation must discover the truth about what happened. We demand a serious and detailed 
investigation, and I think the EU must be involved so that it is directly informed of the findings.”29

Qatar: The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani condemned Israel’s deadly raid against a 
Gaza-bound aid flotilla, branding it an “act of piracy”. “All those who speak of justice and freedom and 
democracy are now required to do something to break this blockade,” said Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa. 30

Kenya: Kenya Government has condemned Israel’s attack on aid ships to Gaza and called for an 
investigation into the incident. A statement released by the foreign ministry said the government 
denounced the use of “blatant force” by Israel against the flotilla that was delivering humanitarian 
aid to Gaza. The statement said the incident served to reinforce calls “by the international community 
for Israel to end the blockade of Gaza”.”31

Cuba: “The Ministry of Foreign Affairs expresses its most energetic condemnation of this devious and 
criminal attack on the part of the Israeli government and calls on the international community and 
peace-loving peoples to demand the immediate lifting by the Israeli authorities of the illegal, ruthless 
and genocidal blockade of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip. Cuba wishes to convey its most 
heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims and reiterates its support for and solidarity with 
the just cause of the Palestinian people and their inalienable rights, which include the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital.”32

Laos: Laos government: “The Lao PDR strongly condemns the inhuman operation by the Israeli forces 
that has demolished the peace process, which numerous sectors are currently engaged in.” The Lao 
government called for Israel to comply with UN Security Council resolution No. 1860 by opening its 
border and revoking the blockade of Gaza so that humanitarian aid could reach the conflict zone and 
enable local people to resume normal life promptly, the foreign ministry statement read.33

Luxemburg: Luxemburg Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn strongly condemned the Israeli attack 
against a humanitarian supply vessel.34

Lebanon: Saad Hariri, the Prime Minister of Lebanon, said, “The Israeli attack on the aid convoy is 
a dangerous and crazy step that will exacerbate tensions in the region. Lebanon firmly denounces 
this attack and calls on the international community, notably major powers... to take action in order 
to end this continued violation of human rights and threat to international peace.” 35

Malaysia: Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Anifah Aman: “Israel’s assault in international waters is a 
grave violation of international law. UN Security Council should urgently convene.”36

Malta: Malta condemned the attack, with Foreign Minister Tonio Borg issuing a statement. “Malta 
condemns the disproportionate use of violence that has produced a very high number of victims 
among the members of the flotilla and demands a full inquiry into the attack,” Dr Borg said.”37

Egypt: Egypt “Opened Rafah crossing at Gaza border for the necessary medical and humanitarian 
aid supplies and for the wounded and patients.”38

28  http://visir.is/ossur-fordaemir-framferdi-israela/article/2010519889386.

29 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article7141083.ece.

30  http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=365293&version=1&template_id=57&parent_id=56.

31 http://www.africanews.com/site/Kenya_condemns_Israel_raid_on_aid_ships/list_messages/32408.

32  http://www.havanatimes.org/?p=24608.

33 http://laovoices.com/2010/06/02/laos-condemns-israeli-attack-on-gaza-aid-flotilla/.

34 http://lequotidien.editpress.lu/index.php/politique-et-societe/12042-condamne-fermement-les-
responsablesraidcontre-flottille.html.

35 http://moshawn.newsvine.com/_news/2010/05/31/4443458-freedom-flotilla-massacre-world-reactions.

36 http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/malaysia-condemns-israeli-attack-wants-security-councilto-meet/.

37 http://www.di-ve.com/Default.aspx?ID=72&NewsId=73103.

38 http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127305118.
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Mauritania: Mauritania has officially ended its relations with Israel. Nouakchott has 
also expelled Israel’s representative and closed Tel Aviv’s embassy in the country. 39

Nicaragua: The Nicaraguan government said: “Nicaragua suspends from today 
its diplomatic relations with the government of Israel,” said the statement. The 
Nicaraguan government emphasized the illegal nature of the attack on a humanitarian 
mission in clear violation of international and humanitarian law,” it added. 40

Norway: Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg: “This underlines that the 
blockade of Gaza should be ended as soon as possible.”41

Pakistan: Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi: “The people and 
government of Pakistan strongly condemn it. There is no moral and legal justification 
for it. The killing of members of this humanitarian mission, which also included 
women, is brutal, inhuman and constitutes a flagrant violation of international law 
and norms,”42

Paraguay: Paraguay Foreign Affairs Ministry issued a statement “condemning” and 
“strongly rejecting” the Israeli attack on the convoy and supported the United Nations’ 
call for a full investigation. 43

Russia: Russian Foreign Ministry expressed “condemnation and profound concern” 
over the incident and called for a full investigation. It also called the “use of arms 
against civilians and the detention of the vessels on the high seas without any legal 
grounds constitute a gross violation of generally accepted international legal norms.” 
The head of the Russian State Duma Foreign Affairs Committee, Konstantin Kosachev, 
called for an “urgent meeting” of the Middle East Quartet to discuss the incident. 
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin condemned the assault and expressed concern that it 
was conducted in international waters. 44

Sudan: The Sudanese government condemned the Israeli attack on the Freedom 
Flotilla which was heading to Gaza, and urged the international community to 
condemn the incident and punish Israel.45

Saudi Arabia: The Cabinet characterized the attack as a reflection of Israel’s inhumane 
practices and a challenge to the international community and to international law. 
The ministers appealed to the international community to shoulder its responsibilities 
and put an end to Israel’s unjust policies and actions.46

Syria: Syria drafted an official diplomatic note and called for an emergency meeting 
of the Arab League council to discuss “the repercussions of the Israeli aggression” on 
a flotilla carrying aid to the Gaza Strip.47

39 http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=121349&sectionid=351020506.

40 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2010-06/02/c_13328920.htm. 

41  http://www.norway.org.tr/News_and_events/News-from-Norway/Norway-voice-
strongreactions-to-Israeli-ship-boarding/.

42 http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/world/16-pakistan
+condemns+israeli+attack+on+humanitarian+mission-hs-03.

43  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactions_to_the_Gaza_flotilla_raid.

44 http://www.nationalturk.com/İsrail-gazze-saldirisi-rusya-tepki-9274932.

45 http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90854/7007196.html.

46 http://www.saudiembassy.net/latest_news/news06031001.aspx.

47 http://www.nowlebanon.com/NewsArchiveDetails.aspx?ID=173059.
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Chile: The Chilean Foreign Ministry said in a statement that “Chile condemns the use of the forces in 
any form.” Chilean Senator Alejandro Navarro, who was scheduled to be aboard the Gaza aid convoy, 
denounced the attack as “cowardly and disproportionate against unarmed civilians.”48

Tunisia: Tunisian Foreign Ministry: “Tunisia firmly condemns the aggression perpetrated by Israeli 
occupation forces in international waters against the Gaza-bound aid flotilla which killed and injured 
dozens of people. Tunisia reasserts its rejection of these hostile practices which represent an affront to 
the international will and a violation of international and humanitarian conventions and resolutions, 
threatening to further complicate the situation in the region and undermine any hope for peace,” the 
statement added.49

Turkey: Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the Prime Minister of Turkish Republic: “This attack, with whatever 
reason it was committed, is a state terror, which is totally against the international law. This attack 
has again displayed it open and clear that the present Israeli government does not want peace within 
the region. These kinds of attitudes are not only threatening the peace in the region, they are also not 
going to bring peace and stability to Israel’s own people. It should be known that we are not going to 
keep silent and inert against this inhuman state terrorism.”50

After the Israeli attack against the humanitarian aid flotilla on May 31st, Foreign Minister of the Turkish 
Republic, Ahmet Davutoğlu called UN Security Council for an urgent meeting. At the Security Council 
meeting on June 1st, Davutoğlu demanded UN to immediately start an investigation. The Foreign 
Minister of the Turkish Republic Ahmet Davutoğlu said “This action was uncalled for. Israeli actions 
constitute a grave breach of international law. In simplest terms, this is tantamount to banditry and 
piracy. It is murder conducted by a state. It has no excuses, no justification whatsoever. A nation state 
that follows this path has lost its legitimacy as a respectful member of the international community.”51

Jordan: Jordan’s Minister of State for Media Affairs and Communications Nabil Sharif said in a statement 
that Jordan “strongly condemns the heinous crime” by the Israeli forces.” Targeting civilians in the seas 
is a heinous crime that is rejected and condemned. Sharif called on the international community to take 
an immediate action to place pressure on Israel to lift the siege it imposes on Gaza Strip.52

Vatican: Chief Vatican Spokesperson Federico Lombardi said the Vatican was following the situation 
“with great attention and concern.” Chief Vatican spokesman Lombardi said that the raid by Israeli 
Navy commandos, in which dozens of passengers were killed or injured was “a very painful thing, in 
particular for the useless loss of human lives.”53

Venezuela: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez described Israel as “cursed terrorist and murderous 
state” 54

New Zealand: Prime Minister John Key “We condemn the violence that has taken place. Ten people 
lost their lives, it’s tragic and unacceptable.”55

Greece: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Dimitris Droutsas  summoned Ali Yahia, the Israeli 
Ambassador to Greece to inquire about the incident and convey the annoyance of the Greek government; 
he stressed that “nothing could justify the use of such violence.” After the meeting he announced the 
discontinuation of the joint Greek-Israeli military exercise “Minoas 2010” as well as the postponement of 
the scheduled visit of the Israeli Air Force commander to Athens56

48 http://www.radiohc.cu/ingles/a_american/10/junio/1/lati7.htm.

49  http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90854/7007190.html.

50 http://www.trt.net.tr/haber/HaberDetay.aspx?HaberKodu=93b265eb-3c1d-40e9-8b44-75bf944ca817.

51 http://www.nationalturk.com/ahmet-davutoglu-birlesmis-milletler-konusmasi-tam-metin-2387702.

52  http://balita.ph/2010/06/01/jordan-summons-israeli-diplomat-condemns-israels-raid-on-gaza-bound-flotilla/.

53 http://jta.org/news/article/2010/05/31/2739381/vatican-concerned-following-activists-deaths.

54  http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/44311.

55 http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/kiwi-in-israeli-custody-after-aid-ship-attack-3574910.

56 http://www.lgr.co.uk/News/Greece/Greece-condemns-attack-on-Gaza-humanitarian-flotilla-No-excuse-for-suchviolence.html.
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Appendix 2- Reaction of International Organizations 
to the flotilla attack 

The African Union: The African Union strongly condemned the latest criminal 
attack committed by the Israeli occupation forces in the territorial waters of 
Palestine against the “Freedom Flotilla” and called on the international community 
to urge Israel to immediately lift the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip.57

The Arab League: The Arab League chief Amr Mussa has slammed the deadly 
Israeli military raid against a Gaza-bound aid boat as a “crime” and called a 
meeting of the 22-country organisation about the attack. “We condemn this 
crime, taken against a humanitarian mission and people. They were trying to 
help people. They were not on a military mission. Everyone should condemn 
this.” “We are all very angry,” Mr Mussa said. “Tomorrow, there will be a 
collective position taken.” “This is another message, a very powerful message, 
that Israel does not want peace, is not ready to enter into peace. So everything 
we are doing is to no avail,” he said. 58

The European Union: The European Union condemned Israel’s attack on 
the Gaza flotilla and demanded the lifting of embargo imposed upon Gaza 
Strip. Ambassadors of the 27 EU members said: “The EU condemns the use of 
violence that has produced a high number of victims among the members of the 
flotilla and demands an immediate, full and impartial inquiry into the events 
and the circumstances surrounding it. The EU does not accept the continued 
policy of closure, it is unacceptable and politically counterproductive, we need 
to urgently achieve a durable solution to the situation in Gaza.”59

The European Parliament: The President of European Parliament Jerzy 
Buzek requested Israel to “explain its actions immediately.”  Catherine 
Ashton, the EU’s foreign policy chief “deeply regrets the loss of life as a result 
of the Israeli military operation against the flotilla sailing to Gaza [and] is 
requesting a full and immediate inquiry by the Israeli authorities,” a European 
Commission spokesman said. The blockade is “unacceptable and politically 
counterproductive” and the EU “strongly condemns any acts of violence and 
deplores any excessive use of force,” Ashton said.60

Balkan Summit: 12 southeastern European countries, including Bulgaria, Greece, 
Romania, Slovenia, Croatia, Turkey, Albania, Bosnia-Hersegovina, Macedonia, 
Moldovia, Montenegro and Serbia penned a joint declaration condemning the 
recent Israeli raid on the aid flotilla on behalf of the Balkan Summit.61

United Nations: The UN Security Council condemned Israel for the civilian 
killings during the operation and demanded an impartial investigation. The UN 
Council presidential statement reads as follows: “The Security Council deeply 
regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting from the use of force during the 
Israeli military operation in international waters against the convoy sailing to 

57 http://www.africa-union.org/root/ar/index/EX%20CL%20Dec%20556-599%20
(XVII)%20_E.pdf

58 http://www.thenational.ae/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100531/
FOREIGN/705319992/1002/RSS.

59 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reactions_to_the_Gaza_flotilla_raid#Europe.

60 http://www.euractiv.com/en/foreign-affairs/eu-strongly-condemns-gaza-flotillaattack-
news-494701.

61 http://sofiaecho.com/2010/06/23/921992_balkan-summit-condemns-israel-andmakes-
plea-over-eumembership.

Gaza.” And the council “called for a prompt, impartial, credible and transparent 
investigation conforming to international standards.62

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA): The 
director of UNRWA in the Near East, Flippo Grandi said “they are shocked by 
reports of killings and injuries of people on board boats carrying supplies for 
Gaza, apparently in international waters.”

UNRWA’s Brussels Representative Mathias Buchard reminded that the flotilla 
bound for Gaza was taking humanitarian aid and there has not been any 
improvement in living standards of the people in Gaza since the Operation 
Cast Lead. Noting Israeli denial of any humanitarian crisis in Gaza, Buchard 
indicated the UN reports documenting a severe humanitarian crisis in Gaza.63

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC): The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in a joint meeting expressed 
anger for the killings and stated that Israel must be investigated because of the 
attack it conducted and called on the UN to start an immediate investigation. The 
joint statement had also demanded immediate release of the hostages.64

Human Rights Watch: Human Rights Watch expressed that “it was deeply concerned 
at the death of at least 10 activists after Israeli security forces boarded ships that 
were part of an “aid flotilla” to Gaza.  “The incident”, the organization points out 
“raises grave concerns about possible unlawful and excessive use of lethal force.” 
HRW said “a prompt, credible and impartial investigation into the incident is 
essential to determine whether the lethal force used by Israeli commandos was 
necessary to protect lives and whether it could have been avoided.”65

Organization of the Islamic Conference: The Foreign Ministers of 
participant countries in the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
convened in the headquarters in Jeddah right after the Israeli attack. In its 
communiqué, the OIC condemned “in the strongest possible terms the brutal 
aggression by the Israeli forces against civilian ships” defining it as “piracy” 
and “an act of state terrorism”, and “a gross breach of international law 
and serious violation of human rights.” The OIC called upon Member States 
to take all necessary measures, within international law, individually and 
collectively, to deter Israel from engaging in any assault and use of force 
against civilian ships. Again, in the final communique, OIC “reiterated its 
demand for an immediate lifting of unlawful Israeli blockade of Gaza Strip.” 66

Amnesty International: Amnesty International said the assault conducted 
against the humanitarian ships bound for Gaza and caused the death of 
nine people and more then 50 injuries must be investigated. “Israeli forces 
appear clearly to have used excessive force,” said Malcolm Smart, Amnesty 
International’s director for the Middle East and North Africa. 67

62 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/dunya/14897147.asp.

63 http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/detail/96450.html; http://www.aljazeerah.
info/News/2010/May/31%20n/World%20Outrage%20Aga_nst%20the%20
Israeli%20Terrorist%20Attack%20on%20Freedom%20Flotilla.htm.

64 http://www.arabtimesonline.com/NewsDetails/tabid/96/smid/414/ArticleID/154734/
reftab/96/Default.aspx.

65 http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/06/02/statement-flotilla-attack.

66 http://www.isboo.org/pages/eng_news/Eng-Dailynews.htm.

67 http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/israeli-killings-gaza-ship-
activistsmust-be-investigated-2010-05-31.

Council presidential statement reads as follows: “The Security Council deeply 
regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting from the use of force during the 
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The Gaza Freedom Flotilla aiming to break the inhumane 4 year-

old embargo on Gaza, together with its 6 ships (1 from Free Gaza, 

3 from IHH, 1 from Ship to Gaza Sweden and 1 from European 

Campaign to End The Siege On Gaza) , carrying over 700 activists 

including MPs, press members, artists, intellectuals, writers, NGO 

representatives, women and children from 36 countries and 

humanitarian aid cargo of over 10,000 tons, began sailing off 

down south to Gaza through international waters on the 30th of 

May at around 04.30.

The ships of the flotilla were being watched live online and 

supported with prayers and hope by millions of people from 

all around the world. It represented the common conscience of 

people throughout the world and carried wishes and prayers of 

people from all religious backgrounds in addition to its cargo of 

500 wheelchairs, children’s playgrounds, medical supplies for 

the injured and the sick, other basic humanitarian supplies and 

construction materials for building new homes to those thousands 

of people who currently live in tents and in ruins and for building 

schools for children of Gaza.  

Israel exhibited an example of illegal action by stopping the attempts 

for breaking the embargo in Gaza which is a collective punishment 

of Palestinians. Around 4 am on the 31st of May, Israeli navy 

including hundreds of fully geared up soldiers with faces painted 

camouflage carrying guns in assault boats, battle ships, submarines 

and military helicopters carried out a violent attack towards the ship 

Mavi Marmara in international waters. All the ships of the flotilla 

were affected by the attack, however the participants onboard Mavi 

Marmara were directly subjected to live fire. They started killing 

unarmed civilian humanitarian aid volunteers by directly opening 

fire on them. Obviously, current Israeli government performed a 

planned brutal attack to kill out of nothing but hostility. During 

this attack 9 have lost their lives and around 50 aid activists have 

been wounded. Firstly, we would like to express our condolences 

to the families and loved ones of the deceased. They helped build 

the most valuable and hard-to-achieve outcome needed for lifting 

the embargo on people of Palestine. Again, as the Freedom Flotilla 

Coalition we would like to wish well to those who have been wounded 

during the attacks.    

Legal committees consisting of volunteering legal professionals 

have been formed in a number of countries to help those victims 

who were killed, wounded, permanently injured, imprisoned, 

tortured, robbed and assaulted, subjected to all kinds of human 

rights violations by this attack on the flotilla. Our coalition is 

following up on these legal procedures as well.

“Those Who Wage War On Peace Are Doomed To Lose”

The press statement held by the flotilla organizers after 
returning to Turkey

Istanbul, June 6, 2010

Appendix 3 –Press Statement
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The attack carried out against the flotilla is an attack on all humanity and 

peace. As long as the people of Israel and the world public remain silent, 

they will be supporting the attack and the inhumane occupation policies 

of Israeli government, which are completely against the international 

law. However, since the beginning of the preparations for this flotilla, we 

have declared that its only aim is to end the embargo on Gaza and deliver 

humanitarian aid and it has received support of people from all over the 

world and it is the common voice of the public’s conscience and compassion 

and justified by the humanity’s conscience and the international laws. 

Israeli government has waged war on peace. Those who wage war on peace 

are doomed to lose. Therefore, soon they may be facing enormous difficulties 

and a possible embargo. Should they be left in need of humanitarian aid 

through such an embargo, they should note that all individuals in this 

organization will be working against that embargo on them as well.

Meanwhile, we all know that Israeli government and international Israeli 

lobby have been working on a black propaganda campaign against the 

organizers of this flotilla. However, we would like them to know that it 

will surely not be possible to defame and blacken the NGOs activities 

of which have received numerous international awards and extend a 

helping hand to millions of people all over the world. Yet, no matter how 

cruel and unfair Israeli actions may get, brave people with good hearts 

will bring forward the truth clearly. 

The embargo on Gaza is a crime against humanity. Here, we would like to 

declare our intention to not only change its course but to lift the embargo 

completely. We will continue to work in full force towards fulfilling this 

responsibility of ours to the next generations and humanity. 

On the other hand, we invite every person and institution that witnessed 

the attack on the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla” to look for the answers to the 

inquiries below before all the official and civil authorities and institutions:

1. Why have Israel violated the international maritime laws in 

international waters?

2. Why did Israel attack unarmed innocent civilians?

3. How dare Israeli navy attack, with all kinds of deadly weapons and 

soldiers, a ship that carried a baby and people over 80 years old?

4. Israel does not have the right to carry such an attack even in its own 

territorial waters, let alone in international waters. How does it explain 

the capturing, handcuffing, torturing and imprisoning all those people 

onboard the flotilla?

5. Does Israel see the international waters as attackable locations? 

How are we going to protect innocent civilians and the world from this 

aggression and terrorism?

 6. The flotilla sent several “STOP!” warnings to the Israeli navy. All 

humanity sent “STOP!” warnings as they heard of the attack. Yet, Israel 

did not stop. How will Israel render an account of this massacre and all 

other violations they carried out?

7. How will all those who are responsible for these crimes against 

humanity be punished?

The Freedom Flotilla Coalition

1. The Free Gaza Movement

2. IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation

3. The International Committee to Lift the Siege on Gaza

4. Ship to Gaza Greece

5. Ship to Gaza Sweden

6. The European Campaign to End the Siege on Gaza
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International 
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In this section, three reports are considered reflecting their salient features: the report drafted 
by the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council International Fact-Finding Mission after the 
Israeli attack at the humanitarian aid ships1 on May 31st 2010; Turkey’s final report to the UN2 

and the Turkel Comission Report3 that was formed by Israel.

The United Nations Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on 2 June 2010 to establish an 
impartial and independent international “Fact-Finding Mission” in order to investigate violations 
of international law resulting from the Israeli assault of 31st May and requested the commission to 
present its result to the 15th session of the Human Rights Council. On 23rd July 2010, Judge Karl T. 
Hudson-Phillips, Q.C., retired judge of the International Criminal Court and former Attorney General 
of Trinidad and Tobago was appointed to be the chairman of the Commission. The other members 
appointed for the commission were Sir Desmond de Silva, Q.C., former Chief Prosecutor of the 
United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, and Ms. Mary Shanthi Dairiam of Malaysia, 
founding member of the Board of Directors of the International Women’s Rights Action Watch 
Asia Pacific and former member of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women. The commission shared its findings with the public in a report presented on (September 
27, 2010). Although the report does not have an internationally binding force, it has been drafted 
by the most competent authority of the UN body on human rights and is, therefore, respected by 
the international community. The report cannot be ignored during any of the follow-up processes 
in the context of the Mavi Marmara incident.

The two other reports written respectively by the Turkish and Israeli commissions were drafted for 
submission to the “Panel of Inquiry on the flotilla incident of 31st May”, which was announced by 
the UN General Secretary on August 2, 2010. But the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon had not 
“indicated what specific area of inquiry the Panel was to undertake”. He only “expressed the hope 
that the panel will fulfil its mandate based on the Presidential Statement of the Security Council”.

1 Report of the International Fact-Finding Mission to Investigate Violations of International Law, Including International Humanitarian and 
Human Rights Law, Resulting from the Israeli Attacks on the Flotilla of Ships Carrying Humanitarian Assistance, 
(September 27,  2010), 66 s.

2 Report on the Israeli Attack on the Humanitarian Aid Convoy to Gaza on 31 May 2010, Turkish National Commission of Inquiry, (Ankara, 
February 2011), 120 s.

3 The Public Commission to Examine the Maritime Incident of 31 May 2010, The Turkel Commission, (Report/Part One), Government Printing 
Israel, (January 2010 [Should be 2011]), 294 p. The second part of the report has not been released yet.

that the panel will fulfil its mandate based on the Presidential Statement of the Security Council”.
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The Inquiry Panel “was given the mandate to receive and review the reports 
of the national investigations with a view to recommending ways of avoiding 
similar incidents in the future.” The panel was chaired by the former New 
Zealand Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer. The former President of Columbia 
Alvaro Uribe co-chaired the panel of which Joseph Ciechanove of Israel and 
retired Turkish ambassador Özdem Sanberk were members. The panel could, 
therefore, be said to provide an objective picture of the Mavi Marmara incident.4

Israel announced its own investigation on July 15 2010 ahead of the 
setting up of the UN panel while Turkey announced on August 10 2010 
that it was launching its own investigation. The reports were framed for 
submission to the Panel. Chaired by retired judge Jakob Turkel, the Israeli 
commission comprised Reuven Merhav, Miguel Deutch, Shabtai Rosenne 
and Amos Horev reflecting legal, military and diplomatic backgrounds. 
The Turkel commission report was based on testimonies of Israeli soldiers 
and authorities and from the footage that Israel refused to share with the 
international public. The report was submitted to the UN in January 2011. 

Immediately after the assault, Turkey dispatched a committee chaired by 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu and Justice Minister Sadullah Ergin in 
order to investigate the incident from all sides. After an Inquiry Panel was 
set up by the UN Secretary General, a  “Turkish National Commission of 
Inquiry” was established. Its mandate was to examine the Israeli military 
attack in international waters against the international aid convoy on May 
31, 2010 which resulted in the killing of nine civilians and injury of many 
others. The Commission investigated the factual background of the attack, 
the ensuing violence and mistreatment inflicted on the passengers of the 
convoy and the legal implications and consequences of these acts. The 
commission worked in coordination with the office of the Prime Minister 
and with contributions from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Justice, 
Home Affairs, Communications and the Under-Secretariat for Maritime 
Affairs. Ambassador Mithat Rende was assigned to officiate as contact 
point between this Turkish commission and the UN Inquiry Panel. The 
Turkish National Commission of Inquiry examined the assault on the 
humanitarian aid convoy, coordinated its work with all the institutions 
and organizations involved and prepared its final report for submission 
to the UN in February 2011”.5

4  For the UN statement on the panel see: http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2010/sgsm13101.
doc.htm.

5  For the process of the report preparation see: http://strasbourg.cg.mfa.gov.tr/ShowAnnouncement.
aspx?ID=3470.

The Mavi Marmara report by the UN Human Rights Council: 
The ability to say: The King is naked!

All the passengers on board the ships comprising the flotilla who appeared 

before the Mission impressed the members as persons genuinely committed 

to the spirit of humanitarianism and imbued with a deep and genuine 

concern for the welfare of the inhabitants of Gaza. The Mission can only 

express the hope that differences will be resolved in the short rather than 

the long term so that peace and harmony may exist in the area. (p. 56)

The report drafted by the UN Human Rights Council International Fact-
Finding Mission headed by Judge Karl Hudson-Phillips has determined and 
discussed the present humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip, attacks 
against ships comprising the humanitarian flotilla and the incidents that took 
place in the aftermath of the interception of ships in terms of international 
law and human right law. In the report, which has been drafted using 
precise legal terms and with great care to support all decisions reached with 
sources in international law such as contracts, treaties and court orders. The 
“evidence of eyewitnesses, forensic reports and interviews with medical 
and forensic personnel in Turkey, as well as written statements, video film 
footage and other photographic material relating to the incident” have been 
evaluated. “In ascertaining the facts surrounding the Israeli interception 
of the Gaza-bound flotilla, the Mission gave particular weight to the direct 
evidence received from interviews with eyewitnesses and crew, as well as 
the forensic evidence and interviews with government officials. In light of 
the seizure of cameras, CCTV footage and digital media storage devices and 
the subsequent disclosure of only a selected and minute quantity of it, the 
Mission was obliged to treat with extreme caution the versions released 
by the Israeli authorities where those versions did not coincide with the 
evidence of eyewitnesses who appeared before it.” (pp. 6-7, 49-50).

Despite Israeli attempts to cover up the attack, “On the basis of this testimony 
and other information received, the Mission” says “it was able to reconstruct a 
picture of the circumstances.” (p. 7).  The report emphasizes that the mission 
has arrived at the firm opinion that the embargo imposed upon Gaza since 
2007 “has reached to a humanitarian crisis”6 The report underlines that “the 
effect of the restrictions on the Gaza Strip leave no doubt that Israel’s actions 
and policies amount to collective punishment as defined by international law.” 

6  Following the flotilla incident the Mission recalled that the Security Council had described the 
situation in Gaza as “unsustainable” and the International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
International Committee for Human Rights shared the same opinion, registering the findings in its 
report. See: pp. 10-11, 14. The international organizations sharing this opinion include: UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, World Food Program, World Bank, UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, UN High Commissioner for Refugees and UN Development Program.

to the UN in February 2011”.
and policies amount to collective punishment as defined by international law.” 
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The report states that “according to Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
collective punishment of civilians under occupation is prohibited.” (p. 16).

From this finding of the UN Mission, we can conclude that the main objective of 
the flotilla’s setting out was legitimate in terms of international law.  Within this 
framework, the report points out that “There was stringent security surrounding 
the Mavi Mamara in the port of Antalya” (p. 22). The UN concurs that “no 
weapons were brought on board the ship” as opposed to Israeli government 
claims (p.  24). The IHH, which was among the organizers, has been cited as “a 
Turkish humanitarian organization called the Foundation for Human Rights 
and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief (IHH) which enjoys consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council” (p. 20, Article 78) in the report is very 
significant when Israel’s accusations against IHH are considered. 

Finding the Israeli interception of a humanitarian aid flotilla in international 
waters entirely against the law, (p. 15) the Mission has made a detailed legal 
analysis of the incidents that took place during the interception of the ships, 
atrocities endured after the interception, and every incident the passengers 
went through from the beginning of interception to their return to their 
home countries. As for the analysis of armed interception, the mission states 
that “The Israeli forces used paintballs, plastic bullets and live ammunition, 
fired by soldiers from the helicopter above and soldiers who had landed 
on the top deck” (p. 27, Article 117). The Mission says “lethal force was 
employed by the Israeli soldiers in a widespread and arbitrary manner which 
caused an unnecessarily large number of persons to be killed or seriously 
injured” (p. 36, Article 167). Having met with this violent interception, the 
passengers acted in self-defence and the mission reports “However, there 
is no available evidence to support the claim that any of the passengers had 
or used firearms at any stage” (p. 36, Article 165). The Mission is forced to 
conclude that none of the vessels in the flotilla or the passengers who were 
killed on board posed any threat for Israeli forces (pp.  15, 25, 36) and from 
that judgment of the mission it would thus be more accurate to categorize 
the incidents that took place on board the ship as a “massacre”. In fact, the 
narrative depicting the incidents on board the ship has backed this case:

Israeli zodiac boats made a first attempt to board the Mavi Marmara from 

the sea shortly before 0430 hours. Several zodiac boats approached the 

ship at the stern from both the port and starboard sides. The approach was 

accompanied by the firing of non-lethal weaponry onto the ship, including 

smoke and stun grenades, tear-gas and paintballs… During the operation to 

secure control of the top deck, the Israeli forces landed soldiers from three 

helicopters over a 15-minute period. The Israeli forces used paintballs, plas-

tic bullets and live ammunition, fired by soldiers from the helicopter above 

and soldiers who had landed on the top deck. The use of live ammunition 

during this period resulted in fatal injuries to four passengers,  and injuries 

to at least 19 others, 14 with gunshot wounds. Escape points to the bridge 

deck from the top deck were narrow and restricted and as such it was very 

difficult for passengers in this area to avoid being hit by live rounds. At 

least one of those killed was using a video camera and not involved in any 

of the fighting with the soldiers. The majority of gunshot wounds received 

by passengers were to their upper torsos in the head, thorax, abdomen and 

back. Given the relatively small number of passengers on the top deck during 

the incident, the Mission is driven to the conclusion that the vast majority 

were in receipt of gunshot wounds. Israeli soldiers continued shooting at 

passengers who had already been wounded, with live ammunition, soft baton 

charges (beanbags) and plastic bullets. Forensic analysis demonstrates that 

two of the passengers killed on the top deck received wounds compatible with 

being shot at close range while lying on the ground. (pp. 25-27)

Events during interception of the ships are also described by the Missi-
on. According to this “some of the wounded were subjected to further 
violence, including being hit with the butt of a weapon, being kicked in 
the head, chest and back and being verbally abused. A number of the 
wounded passengers were handcuffed and then left unattended for 
some time before being dragged to the front of the deck by their arms or 
legs (pp. 28-29, 31-32, 49). The detainees who were not wounded were 
subject to the similar inhuman degrading treatments. 

In the process of being detained, or while kneeling on the outer decks for 

several hours, there was physical abuse of passengers by the Israeli forces, 

including kicking and punching and being hit with the butts of rifles. One 

foreign correspondent, on board in his professional capacity, was thrown on 

the ground and kicked and beaten before being handcuffed. The passengers 

were not allowed to speak or to move and there were frequent instances of 

verbal abuse, including derogatory sexual remarks about the female pas-

sengers. Passengers were denied access to toilet facilities or made to wait 

for lengthy periods before being escorted to the toilet and then forced to 

use the toilet with Israeli soldiers watching and while handcuffed. (…) The 

Israeli forces also employed dogs and some passengers received dog-bite 

wounds. Some witnesses who suffer from chronic medical conditions, such 

as diabetes or heart conditions, were not provided access to their required 

medicines, which were taken by Israeli soldiers. (pp. 32, 33)

The report’s description of the phase after detention also confirms that 
the passengers were subjected to ill treatment “reaching to torture”. 
This occurred during the forced diversion of ships to the Port of Ashdod, 
marching off passengers from the ships, during their time  in prisons 
and while the passengers were released and being repatriated. Giving 
examples of such mistreatment, the report lists major violations of law 
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that occurred during this process under such headings as: “(a) Arbitrary 
or illegal arrest or detention (b) Torture and other cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment or punishment (c) Parading of detainees d) Right to 

security of the person and to human dignity (e) Other detention rights.”7

According to the report “Perhaps the most shocking testimony, after that 
relating to the violence on the Mavi Marmara, provided to the Mission 
was the consistent accounts of a number of incidents of extreme and 
unprovoked violence perpetrated by uniformed Israeli personnel upon 
certain passengers during the processing procedures inside the terminal 
at Ben Gurion International Airport on the day of deportation.” The mission 
characterizes these accounts as “so consistent and vivid as to be beyond 
question.” After these accounts described above, the report continues :

An intimidating number of armed soldiers and police were present 

inside the terminal building. Some passengers said that these officers 

were “spoiling for a fight”. All passengers had been subjected to multiple 

searches and were completely under the control of the Israelis by this 

stage. None of the violence described seems to have been justified. (…) 

[During the foray here]  One Irish passenger was seen being particularly 

badly beaten around the head and held in a choke position to the point 

of near suffocation. He identified his attackers as police officers. He was 

taken to a holding cell. (p. 44)

Almost all sections of the report touch on the crimes and violations of 
law depending on the subject being discussed. In the “conclusions” part, 
the report says “there is clear evidence to support prosecutions of the 
following crimes a) Wilful killing; b) Torture or inhuman treatment; c) Wil-
fully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health.” (p. 54). 

The Mission is also of the opinion “that a series of violations of Israel’s 
obligations under international human rights law have taken place, 
including: a) Right to life, b) torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, c) right to liberty and security of the person 
and freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention, d) right of detainees to be 
treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity of the human 

person, e) freedom of expression (pp. 54, 55)8

7  Violations in this regard are listed as: “Violating standards of basic civilized behaviours, failing to properly 
inform detainees about legal process and procedures involving them, misinforming them particularly about 
deportation papers, denying the detainees legal counselling and/or consular services from their countries’ 
embassies or diplomatic missions in Israel and denying them the right to contact their families and relatives. 
Not allowing a woman passenger who lost her husband to call and inform her family about the situation is 
one of the many examples of violent and disproportionate actions.” pp. 47-48. 

8  Other violations of law founded by the Mission include “confiscating passengers’ property and 
detaining the ships and inflicting considerable damage on the Mavi Marmara.” See: pp. 51-52  

Turkey’s official report: “No State should be allowed to act 
above the law.”

These passengers, who came from different walks of life and backgrounds, had 

united behind the humane goal of helping other persons in distress (p. 15).

Turkey’s final report begins with describing the preparation process of the 
humanitarian aid flotilla and gives an account of the time when the assaults 
took place, incidents following the attack and has allocated considerable space 
to a detailed legal analysis of those processes. It concurs with the UN report in 
many aspects in terms of the basic facts about the Israeli assault. Both reports 
confirm the same basic facts about the humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
underline the same crimes and violations of law that occurred during the attack 
against the flotilla and the various phases that followed. Nevertheless, Turkey’s 
official report mentions some new findings. For Instance, the UN report cites 
Israeli attempts to hide evidence. The Turkish report moves this point one step 
further. According to it, “Parts of these footages where passengers are shown 
with food, would be used to misrepresent the real circumstances on board. A 
witness supports this argument by stating thatthey [Israeli soldiers] put 
food and water in front of us, then took pictures and filmed us.” (pp. 38-39).

As Turkey was a party to the incident since most of the passengers on board 
the Mavi Marmara were Turkish citizens and the largest number of dead and 
wounded were also Turkish, some issues have been dealt with in much grea-
ter detail in Turkey’s report. Among the issues that directly concerns Turkey 

are claims regarding customs inspection of the ships and passengers:

The vessels that set sail from Turkey had been duly inspected for security, 

immigration and customs. The passengers on board, their personal belongings 

and the large volume of humanitarian aid had also been thoroughly checked. 

It was firmly established that there were no firearms or any sort of weapon 

on board the vessels. Those Turkish ports from where the ships in the convoy 

set sail are duly certified under the International Ship and Port Facility 

Security Code (ISPS) of the International Maritime Organization (p. 4).

As the findings of the report help to emphasize that the flotilla was a civilian 
initiative, which had set out on the journey with completely humanitarian 
purposes, its interception by Israel in international waters was an unaccep-
table show of hostility. It stated that Israel’s interception in international 
waters is unacceptable. The report draws attention to the point that “In any 
event, no demand was ever made by the Israeli forces tostop, visit and 
search the vessel” (p. 19), but the report states, “without any immediate 
prior warning Israeli forces launched a massive attack on the Mavi Marmara 
in international waters.” Israeli forces “deployed in various categories of 
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naval vessels and helicopters, employed laser guided automatic rifles, stun 
and sound grenades, tear gas canisters, as well as high powered paintball 
guns modified to shoot a variety of projectiles.” The report notes that Israel 
“mounted a full-fledged and well-planned attack with frigates, helicopters, 
zodiacs, submarines, and elite combat troops heavily armed with machine 
guns, laser-guided rifles, pistols and modified paintball rifles.” (pp. 4, 17-18)

One of the main findings of the Turkish report is that “The Israeli soldiers 
shot from the helicopter onto the Mavi Marmara using live ammunition and 
killing two passengers before any Israeli soldier descended on the deck.” 
(pp. 4, 20, 22-23). According to the report backed by autopsy results (pp. 
27-28): “During the attack, excessive, indiscriminate and disproportionate 
force was used by the Israeli soldiers against the civilians on board. (...) 
The nature and magnitude of the Israeli attack caused panic among the 
passengers who, in fear for their lives, reacted in self-defence” (pp. 84-86, 
114). “Israeli soldiers continued with their deadly shooting even after white 
flags were flown by a number of the passengers and a multi-lingual sur-
render announcement was made over the ship’s loudspeakers.” (pp. 26, 28)

The fact that the people who lost their lives as a result of the Israeli attack 
binds Turkey with some obligations because they were born in Turkey and 
were Turkish citizens. For this reason Turkey has demanded Israel’s apology 
for the crimes it committed against Turkish citizens and to give an account 
of its deplorable conduct. Turkey has also demanded compensation for the 
people who were killed or wounded during the Israeli assault. The report 
underlines that international law must be binding on all countries without 

exception. The basic premise of the report can be summarized as follows: 

This case is a critical litmus test for the international community in uphol-

ding the rule of law. No State should be allowed to act above the law. Impu-

nity must give way to accountability. Israel must acknowledge its responsi-

bility and accordingly convey a public apology to the Republic of Turkey and 

provide compensation for all damages and losses resulting from its unlawful 

attack.  The condemnation of Israel’s attack is also crucial for the future of 

the right of navigation on the high seas. Otherwise, a dangerous precedential 

derogation from that paramount right will be established with far-reaching 

ramifications that may not be accurately estimated today (pp. 8-9).

Report by Turkel Commission or creating a fictitious reality?

Being left with no option but to establish an investigative 
commission after the severe backlash it faced, Israel had a report 
prepared under the chairmanship of retired Judge Jacob Turkel. The 

report has attempted to give responses to the arguments presented 
in the report by the UN Human Rights Council, which found the 
Israeli interception of the flotilla vessels to be against international 
law and to Turkey’s report, which was first submitted to UN while 
it remained classified. The Israeli report has discussed mainly three 
subjects. a) The embargo imposed upon Gaza for military reasons 
is compatible with international law and this embargo has not had 
a worsening effect on the humanitarian situation in Gaza Strip; b) 
These and other actions the Israeli army took are legitimate in order 
to sustain the embargo; c) The organizations that organized the 
humanitarian aid flotilla and the positions and activities of persons 
involved in the flotilla.

Members of commission stress their independence and state they 
“made repeated efforts to hear both sides.” (p. 11). But as the video 
recordings were not seen as legitimate either by the government of 
the Turkish Republic or IHH, the Israeli commission relied on video 
images9 that only served to confirm their own arguments and the 
testimonies of Israeli soldiers involved in the attack. This situation 
resonates in the writing style of the report as well. What has been 
presented as “facts” by the commission are mostly the testimonials 
given by members of the Israeli armed forces.

The commission considers the Israeli embargo on Gaza as military 
action conducted entirely within the bounds of international law. The 
report insists that the current humanitarian situation in Gaza is not as 
bad as to be “ a humanitarian disaster” like the flotilla organizers claim 
and Israel works constantly with UN representatives. (pp. 27, 34, 45-
61, 64-90). Therefore the commission, which reached the conclusion 
that “there is no doubt Israeli troops are waging the war against 
Hamas in accordance with international law,” (pp. 91-102) believes 
the possibility of breaching international law in the attack on the 
flotilla passengers is out of the question. The commission members 
take their arguments so far as to view the flotilla attempt to break the 
embargo as “military action against Israel” (p. 111). Thus the bags of 
cement, which were carried into the ships to at least wipe away if not 
eradicate the traces of destruction caused by “Operation Cast Lead” 
in Gaza, turns into a “commodity being used for military purposes” (p. 

9  It is quite suspicious that the Commission uses video footage from the ship’s security cameras in the 
section about Mavi Marmara activists’ “stationing on the upper deck of the boat” but it only uses testi-
monies by Israeli soldiers and some tailored pictures to prove their response to the wounded and the 
detainees in the wake of the attack was “extremely humane.” (pp. 193-197). However, both the UN and 
Turkey reports state that actions “amounting to torture and mistreatment” were committed during the 
raid. It was pointed above that this situation amounts to tampering with evidence.

in Gaza, turns into a “commodity being used for military purposes” (p. 
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239) and almost 700 passengers from 37 countries on board the Mavi 
Marmara, whose ages ranged from a 1-year-old to a man in his eighties, 
turn into “militants”; the life jackets the passengers put on turn into “ 
military uniforms”, and their correspondence over the headphones to 
provide communication on board is misrepresented as they “moved 
in a chain of command.” Proving its proficiency in finding out the 
weapons of this “regular military combat”, the commission dares to 
describe “hoses, chairs, bars and glass marble” as “lethal weapons” 
(pp. 247-251). Thus Israel, which was acting within a “legitimate 
framework” and which was faced with such military action, used 
its right of self-defense against the “hostile” and “excessive use of 
violence” when they embarked on the ship and killed 9 humanitarian 
aid volunteers (pp. 221, 255 and so on). While organizing the flotilla 
and its navigation in international waters and the fact that passengers 
resisted Israeli soldiers, who had already begun shooting even before 
boarding the ship, are illegitimate activities, this operation by Israel 
which was “acting in self-defense”, naturally is seen as being in line 
with international law(!).

When the report is analyzed as a whole, one finds there is emphasis 
on the members’ legal background as proof of their credentials for 
framing this report (p. 14). The Israeli commission members come 
across not as independent “judges”, but as “counsel for the defense” in 
the manner of their presentation. This style of writing, which turns 
into more of blaming the victims and aggressively try to defend the 
aggressors, has transformed the text from being a report to being 
a “written defense”. And the attempt to provide justification for its 
biases, the report uses such labels as “radical Islam” and “political 
Islam”. Such expressions were used immediately after the events of 
9/11 to conjure up images of terrorism, and to tarnish the reputation 
of IHH (pp. 118-119). The purpose behind such distortions was to 
send a message to the West that far from being the guilty party, 
Israel was facing a “terrorist” threat, and to manipulate presentation 
of the attack from what it was: an illegal act and a war crime, to a 
totally different context. The fact that this “written defense” would 
be taken seriously in any kind of platform will be most surprising in 
terms of both the principles of international law and of the legal logic. 
In fact, the report draws attention to its naivety and its implied “This 
too good” report for Israel will do no good. Rather, it will only worsen 
Israel’s current situation at the bar of international public opinion.10 

10  “The report is good, the situation is bad”, http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/opinion/there-
port-is-good-the-situation-is-bad-1.338817.

The commission members, who are fairly advanced in age, if they 
have not lost their mental faculties, must be mocking all of humanity. 
No other explanation is possible about the text of the report.  

Assessment
In conclusion, we can say that similarities between the two reports, one 
by the UN and the other by Turkey, results to a great extent from the 
efforts of its members to depict the reality of what had happened with 
objectivity. On the other hand, the “written defence” of Israel betrays a 
defensive style that is trying to answer what the two other reports have 
based on the testimony of the victims of Israeli aggressioj. But what has 
been scribbled in the text of the Israeli report stays at the level of being 
“wilful misrepresentation” rather than being a legal evaluation. Still, with 
Israel left with no option but to draft a report about itself, - albeit its poor 
character exposed according to the principles of international law- shows 
that Israel is gradually come to terms to realize that the world has begun 
to change together with the Mavi Marmara incident. 

If we sum up the reports drafted about the interception carried out aga-
inst the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, we find two opposing pictures: the one 
that comes across of Israel, which transgresses articles of international 
law with every move it takes, from the UN Human Right Council report 
and the report of the Turkish National Inquiry Commission; and there 
emerges a self-portrait of Israel from the Turkel Commission report. The 
latter did not follow the law in this particular case. Thus, what matters for 
humanity boils down to this: do we bury our heads in the sand and stay 
there or face the reality of Israeli crimes and find ways to confront them?

When it is looked at in terms of the impact and opportunities for internati-
onal law, the UN Inquiry Panel which must take all these reports into con-
sideration, has failed to reconcile the Turkish and Israeli parties with the 
report it has drafted.11 It is not possible to estimate what kind of results 
will be concluded by attempts of both the representatives of the Turkish 
Republic12, who will carry the enforced embargo upon Gaza and the brutal 
attack by Israel to the international authorities, and the attempts of hu-
manitarian flotilla participants. But the matter also has another dimensi-
on, which is important in terms of international conscience. 

It is in the hands of humanity to wail, in the words of Ismet Özel: “I am 
blind, then why does the darkness flee from me?”13 or find the illumina-
ted path of conscience, that  has completely surrendered to justice.

11  Report of the Secretary-General’s Panel of Inquiry on the 31 May 2010 Flotilla Incident, September 
2011, (p.105) http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/middle_east/Gaza_Flotilla_Panel_Report.pdf

12  For Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu’s statement on the issue see. http://www.mfa.gov.
tr/sayin-bakanimizin-palmer-komisyonu-raporu-hakkinda-gerceklestirdigi-basin-toplantisi.tr.mfa.

13  İsmet Özel, Of Not Being A Jew, Şule Yayınları, Istanbul: 2005, (p. 11).

Israel’s current situation at the bar of international public opinion.

11  Report of the Secretary-General’s Panel of Inquiry on the 31 May 2010 Flotilla Incident, September 





The Mavi Marmara returned to 
Istanbul on December 26, 2010.  It 

was welcomed by thousands of 
people from nearly 50 countries. 

In a matter of 10 days, more than 
250,000 people had visited the 

Mavi Marmara.
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It is now more than one and-a half years since 
ships of the Gaza Freedom Flotilla set out from 
different ports worldwide.

Aiming to break the illegally-imposed embargo 
on Gaza, the Freedom Flotilla embarked on its 
historic journey as a symbol of civil disobedience. 
In spite of the silence and partisan attitude of 
the international public in the face of an illegal 
embargo, a new and common conscience and 
language of love could be discerned. People of 
different faiths, languages, nationalities and 
ideologies came together to launch one of the 
most remarkable projects with the sole purpose 
of expressing their common humanity by 
delivering humanitarian aid to the oppressed and 
deprived people of Gaza. Almost 700 individuals 
from 37 countries took one of the biggest and 
most determined steps, propelled by nothing 
more than civilian will power an motivated by 
the most extraordinary humanistic reflexes  that 
humankind is capable of displaying. 

If the suffering inflicted on civilians and the 
destruction caused by the blockade have reached 
disproportionate levels, then the embargo 
cannot be justified on any grounds. What is 
normally meant by “destruction of civilians” in 
the law of armed conflict are deaths and injuries 
to civilians and damage to their property. When 
we use the word “destruction” here, it means 
destruction caused to the civilian economy and 
how to avert the destructive consequences of 
such a policy must be properly understood. This 
must also be taken into consideration that many 
people in Gaza are faced with the daily struggle 

of finding food or even to have the means to buy 
food. The expression “to deprive” in the law of 
war literally means to create the circumstances 
that “cause to starve” the targeted people, in this 
case the people of Gaza.

On the night of 30th May, 70 nautical miles outside 
Israeli maritime territory in international waters 
where no country has the authority or jurisdiction 
to interfere, ships of the Freedom Flotilla were 
surrounded by Israeli warships, submarines, 
countless zodiacs and helicopters. It is not as if 
the Freedom Flotilla was on a secret mission 
carrying weapons to the people of Gaza. Its 
mission, announced days in advance, was to 
carry only and only humanitarian relief supplies. 
And there were only unarmed civilians—men, 
women, children and the elderly—onboard. Israeli 
commandoes assaulted the passenger ship of the 
flotilla, the Mavi Marmara, in a manner as if it were 
up against the navy of a mighty state. During the 
assault that was described as “self-defence” by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, 9 civilians 
were killed and 56 were wounded. In the middle 
of the Mediterranean, in international waters, 
passengers of the Mavi Marmara were captured, 
handcuffed and their personal belonging seized. 
They were insulted, humiliated and detained.

The live footage of those incidents that the whole 
world witnessed launched a new course of action 
for the Palestinian cause which had been stuck 
in impasse due to the imposed roadmaps and 
negotiations that were forced on them for years 
leading nowhere.  Many heads of state condemned 
the attack that targeted civilians and characterized 

 A Final Word…

“Therefore the Mission is satisfied not only that 
the flotilla presented no imminent threat but that 
the interception was motivated by concerns about 

the possible propaganda victory that might be 
claimed by the organizers of the flotilla.”

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 57), September 27, 2010
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it as “piracy” and “inhuman”.  International 
organizations like the UN, the Organization of 
Islamic Conference, European Union and Arab 
League confirmed the humanitarian mission of 
the flotilla. The UN described the attack in its 
Fact-Finding Mission Report as action conducted 
against “persons genuinely committed…. to the 
spirit of humanitarianism” which is “openly 
unlawful” and which “demonstrated levels of 
totally unnecessary and incredible violence” by 
the state of Israel.

 What is equally significant calls to boycott and 
isolate Israel and to impose sanctions against 
this violent, brutal state intensified globally. Civil 
groups and people of conscience held peaceful 
protests in different cities around the world.  
Loud and unambiguous demands were made 
by governments and people in Stockholm, Kuala 
Lumpur, Tokyo, London, Istanbul and the West 
Bank to lift the blockade of Gaza.  There were also 
calls to take the Israeli authorities and officials 
responsible for committing war crimes to courts.  
A trade and arms embargo against Israel were 
also  raised as options.

The Gaza Freedom Flotilla was a peaceful, 
honourable and just mission whose purpose 
was to express solidarity with the Palestinian 
people under siege. As a consequence of the 
Freedom Flotilla and the brutal assault launched 
against it by the Zionists that was witnessed 
worldwide, the mission to lift Gaza’s siege 
gathered  support  around the world and  force 
Israel to ease the embargo somewhat. The 
amount of goods and basic commodities allowed 
into Gaza has increased a little. Public pressure 
also helped create better arrangements for goods 
and humans to move a little freely at the Rafah 
Border Crossing.  The humanitarian supplies 
carried aboard the Gaza Freedom Flotilla that 

were confiscated by Israel after its attack were 
finally dispatched to Gaza months later by the UN. 

But it is difficult to conclude from this that 
Israel has shown any sensitivity in the face of 
global reaction. Having levelled unfounded and 
scurrilous allegations against the organizers 
and participants of the flotilla even before the 
flotilla’s departure, and having  tried to question 
the mission’s legitimacy, Israel continued to 
spread disinformation immediately after the 
attack as well. Public relations campaigns were 
launched to project the attack as legitimate. The 
Hasbara tactics, though successful in forming 
the content of formal speeches,  failed to the 
world’s conscience that had witnessed the 
murderous Israeli assault on unarmed peaceful 
civilians in international waters.

The pending or already filed cases by the flotilla 
participants in the International Criminal Court 
in Turkey or in the courts of countries of the 
flotilla participants are significant in determining 
the position of  states  about issues of peace 
and justice.  The Mavi Marmara cases will 
set a precedence for the future to determine 
whether the law will apply equally to all. It is, 
therefore, imperative that states should work 
with extraordinary diligence to secure the most 
just decision in this matter.

The Israeli blockade against Gaza is now in its 
sixth year. Unless the illegal embargo is lifted and 
al-Quds, Ramallah, al-Khalil, Bethlehem, Jenin, 
Tulkarim, and Nablus recover their freedom 
and  all the oppressed people on earth regain 
justice the human family cannot be happy. As 
the legendary leader of South Africa Nelson 
Mandela, who fought against  apartheid said: 
“Our freedom is incomplete without the freedom 
of the Palestinians.”

“In evaluating the evidence submitted to 
the Mission, including by the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the 
occupied Palestinian territory, confirming the 
severe humanitarian situation in Gaza, the 
destruction of the economy and the prevention 
of reconstruction (as detailed above), the Mission 
is satisfied that the blockade was inflicting 
disproportionate damage upon the civilian 
population in the Gaza strip and that as such the 
interception could not be justified and therefore 
has to be considered illegal.”

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 53), September 27, 2010

“It must be remembered that might and strength 
are enhanced when attended by a sense of justice 
and fair play. Peace and respect have to be earned, 
not bludgeoned out of any opponent. An unfair 
victory has never been known to bring lasting 
peace.”

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 260), September 27, 2010

“The Mission notes that the facts established give rise 
to a series of violations in law. In accordance with the  
provisions of the International  Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, the victims of such violations have a 
right to an effective remedy which includes judicial 
remedies as well as the right to reparations which 
should be proportionate to the gravity of the violations.  
In cases of torture, victims should in addition be 
afforded medical and psychological care.  Finally, 
article 9 (5) of the Covenant provides for a specific 
right to compensation. As far as the grave breaches of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention are concerned, these 
may give rise to individual criminal responsibility.”

UN Human Rights Council Report of International 
Fact-Finding Mission (Article 258), September 27, 2010
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And peace will hold its course for humanity...


